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Perceived Risks of Nanotechnology: 2007 

Scientist and Public Opinion Surveys

Scheufele, Corley, et al, 2007, Nature Nanotechnology



“One of our hopes is that 
after the war there will be full 
employment, and that the 
production of goods and 
services will serve to raise our 
standard of living . . .  Where 
will these new products come 
from? . . . The answer is clear. 
There must be a stream of 
new scientific knowledge to 
turn the wheels of private 
and public enterprise.”

The Promise . . .



. . . fulfilled: U.S. 
Industrial Policy
1950-1989



How about an industrial policy for 

equitable regional development? 



“the free play of free intellects, 
working on subjects of their own 
choice . . .”

“socially purposeful . . .”

Time for round two!



From “How much?” 

to 

“What for?” and “For whom?”






