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Case Study- Wadsworth Center, NYSDOH
Intentional Release of B. anthracis 

through US Postal System- 2001 and 
mpox Response-2022



First Environmental Biothreat Sample Received at the 
Wadsworth Center- February 18, 1999



Environmental Biothreat Samples Received at the 
Wadsworth Center- October 2001



Lessons Learned from 2001 Deliberate Release of B. 
anthracis in the U.S Postal System

• Dedicated team of public health laboratorians needed for emergency 
response to biothreats
– 20 laboratorians hired for biothreat/emerging infectious diseases threats 

in 2002 in NY
• Additional instruments and supplies must be available for lab response efforts

– US DHHS/CDC Public Health Emergency Preparedness funding used for 
purchase of equipment and supplies

• Assay development needed to improve lab response time
– Newly hired personnel created tests using latest technology (2002-

present)
• Additional laboratory capacity needed for biothreat response 

– Established NYS Laboratory Response Network (LRN) in 2002
– Established permitting process for environmental labs through regulation 

to test for biothreat and chemical threat agents in 2002
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Mpox Response at the Wadsworth Center- May 2023



What Went Well During Mpox Response?

• Availability of FDA cleared 
assay

• Trained personnel
• Close communication with 

CDC/LRN
• Distribution of guidance 

and information through 
the NYS Clinical 
Laboratory Evaluation 
Program (CLEP)

• LDT guidance available in 
June 2023 for labs to 
validate test for additional 
capacity



Wadsworth Center Developed Streamlined Mpox
Laboratory Developed Test Guidance 



What Did Not Work Well During Mpox Response?

• No fully automated mpox
assay

• Testing at start of response 
needed to be performed in 
BSL3 laboratory

• No national repository 
available for assay validation 
materials

• Only 2 labs permitted in NY 
to perform mpox testing in 
May 2023

• Lack of capacity or lack of 
access to testing in some 
areas of US



Existing Gaps in Laboratory Response to 
Biothreats/Emerging Threats

• Lack of environmental laboratory 
capacity for biothreat testing

• Lack of fully automated tests for 
response to biothreats/emerging 
threats

• Lack of specimen repository 
needed to increase lab capacity 
rapidly

• Availability of tests for emerging 
infectious diseases such as 
Ebola, Marburg, and other 
hemorrhagic fever viruses

• Lack of consistent funding for 
emerging threats

Photo courtesy of the Wadsworth Center, NYSDOH


	Slide Number 1
	Case Study- Wadsworth Center, NYSDOH�Intentional Release of B. anthracis through US Postal System- 2001 and mpox Response-2022
	First Environmental Biothreat Sample Received at the Wadsworth Center- February 18, 1999
	Environmental Biothreat Samples Received at the Wadsworth Center- October 2001
	Lessons Learned from 2001 Deliberate Release of B. anthracis in the U.S Postal System
	Mpox Response at the Wadsworth Center- May 2023
	What Went Well During Mpox Response?
	Wadsworth Center Developed Streamlined Mpox Laboratory Developed Test Guidance 
	What Did Not Work Well During Mpox Response?
	Existing Gaps in Laboratory Response to Biothreats/Emerging Threats

