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Committee charge
In preparation for and as an input to the upcoming decadal [the NAS] will appoint an ad hoc 
committee to perform a study with the following objectives:
• Survey the status of the field of exoplanet science, including the use of current and planned 

facilities such as Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite, the James Webb Space Telescope, the 
Wide Field InfraRed Survey Telescope, and any other telescope, spacecraft, or instrument, as 
appropriate;

• Recommend an Exoplanet Science Strategy that outlines the key scientific questions for 
exoplanet science and research and related near-, medium-, and far-term measurement and 
technology goals. The Strategy will include the search for life in the universe as well as cross-
discipline opportunities in Earth science, astrophysics, heliophysics, and planetary science.

• Discuss which of the key goals of the committee's Strategy could be addressed via current 
decadal survey recommended priority activities and also identify opportunities for 
coordination with international partners, commercial partners, and not-for-profit partners;

In the course of conducting this study, the committee will consider and regularly consult with 
the concurrent study “State of the Science of Astrobiology,” in the area of assessing habitability, 
searching for signs of life, and other relevant areas of scientific overlap . Also the committee will 
not revisit or redefine the scientific priorities or mission recommendations from previous 
decadal surveys.
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/SSB/CurrentProjects/SSB_180659
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Committee membership + staff
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Dimitri P. Mawet
Caltech

Victoria S. Meadows 
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Ruth Murray-Clay
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National Academies
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Timeline
• First meeting: March 6-7, DC

– Joint executive session with astrobio committee 

• White paper submittals: March 9
• Second meeting: April 19-20, Irvine

– Agenda being developed

• Third meeting: June 5-6, DC

• Report formally due August 31
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First meeting agenda
Conversation with NASA Hertz, Voytek
JWST Stevenson, Pueyo
Origins Space Telescope Meixner, Fortney
Lynx Osten
LUVOIR Dressing
HabEx Rogers
Current + future RV Fischer
Ground ELTs Guyon
Biosignatures Domagal-Goldman
Microlensing WFIRST Yee
NExSS Del Genio
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74 submitted white papers
Microlensing 3
Large ground-based projects 7
Terrestrial planets modeling 11
Tech development 6
RV + RV tech 7
Proposed missions 17
WFIRST CGI 3
Planet characterization 6
Observational studies of atmos. 6
Planet formation 5
Community / Programmatics 3
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https://twitter.com/andrewrushby/status/972352438853255169

And one poem…



Comments and questions?
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