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Translating from wildlife to admin data

• Capture/Recapture in the case of LEO suicide consists of detecting 
appropriate cases in various administrative datasets

• The unit of analysis are the bounded areas (e.g., the lake or forest); in 
this case it would be the United States, or individual states

• The different parts of the “lake” or “forest” are the different bodies of 
administrative data present within the bounded area

• In wildlife research, the recaptures are prospective; in the examples 
used here are retrospective recaptures from administrative datasets



Design considerations

• Law enforcement officers who have completed a suicide during time 
period P are a closed population.

• Their distribution across sampling points may not be homogeneous, 
but a sufficient number of sampling points can help correct for this.

• The most accurate results would likely come from the largest possible 
preliminary capture, accompanied by several fully cooperative 
recapture points.

• Success depends on accurately linking data at the individual level in a 
national setting.



Design limitations

• The results are subject to error within a range determined by the 
quality and size of the initial samples.

• Only estimates aggregate prevalence; does not provide demographic 
or other data at the individual level.

• Only provides overall prevalence within the closed boundary under 
study (e.g., state or nation); does not detect skews in the distribution 
among sub-regions (e.g., city or state).
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