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NUMBERS

• 2020 report: 250K visually distinct  
images and ~50K visually distinct  
videos (up from 200K overall in 2019)



BENEFITS
• Cross-platform threats 
 Cross-platform responses

• Faster, more comprehensive response
• Technology sharing (esp. with smaller 

platforms)
• (?) Extra-legal take-downs (based on 

platforms’ terms of service) are global





CONCERNS
• Lack of transparency—what is in the database??
• Power imbalances (both industry and gvt)
• Disparate impact of definition of “terrorist” and 

unclear definition of “glorification” (72% of the 
database)

• Overreliance on technical filters
• No remedial mechanisms
• Extra-legal take-downs (based on platforms’ 

terms of service) are global!



IMPORTANCE GOES 
BEYOND “TERRORIST” 

CONTENT



THE RISE OF CONTENT CARTELS

The Pilot

Terrorist Content

“ C I B ”/ Influence operations

???



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cognitive_biases#Frequency_illusion






Informal 
pressure


Regulation that 
makes GIFCT 

effectively 
mandatory 

(e.g. EU 
TERREG)


Internet 

Referral Units
(IRUs)

CONCURRENT TRENDS



NEED TO BUILD IN:

• Transparency
• Oversight
• Remedial mechanisms for mistakes
• Guardrails on “creep”



THANK YOU

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