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• The solid relationship over the years between NAS and MAS 
has been very important for Mexico

• Seminars, visitis of scholars, and joint studies on the forefront
of science have been carried out.

• The collaboration has been enhanced by the admission into the
NAS of ten AMC members; Drs. Rodolfo Dirzo, Jorge Durand, 
Luis Herrera Estrella, Miguel León Portilla, Linda Manzanilla, 
Ricardo Miledi, Mario Molina, Rafael Palacios de la Lama, 
Manuel Peimbert, and Jose ́ Sarukhán.

• Dr. Emilio Rosenblueth†, former president and founding
member of the AMC, was also member of NAS.

Here we describe some key activities of this collaboration



Technology & Industrial Modernization

• Technological Aspects of Industrial Modernization is a 
project that begun in 1988, and was reactivated in 1991 in 
collaboration with the U.S. National Academy of Engineering
and the U.S. National Academy of Sciences. 

• The result of these studies was jointly published in 1995 by
MAS, the National Academy of Engineering and Fondo de 
Cultura Económica.



The Mexico City Aquifer
• From 1990 to 1994, a study entitled The Mexico City Aquifer was

undertaken by a binational committee of experts from MAS, the
Academy of Engineering (MAI), NAS and NRC. It was sponsored
by the MacArthur Foundation, the Tinker Foundation, the Rockefeller 
Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP), the Health Secretariat, and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. 

• The results were published in both English and Spanish (El Agua y 
la Ciudad de México - Water and Mexico City). The NRC together
with NAS, MAS and NAI, also published a bilingual summary
Mexico City’s Water Supply: Improving the Outlook for
Sustainability.

• In 1995, the Miguel Alemán Foundation awarded the MAS the
Miguel Alemán Ecology and Environment Award, in recognition
of the quality of the studies on the Mexico City Aquifer.



Evaluation of graduate programs
• During 1995 - 1996, UNAM´s graduate programs in sciences, 

engineering, chemistry, and biomedicine were evaluated by a 
binational AMC-NAS committee, with Mexican and U.S. 
experts. 

• The success of this assessment led to a second evaluation round 
in 1999. This one was directed to graduate programs given in 
four SEP-Conacyt centers; INAOE, CIMAT, CIO and 
CICESE.



Joint Working Group on Ocean Science

• In 1995, the joint MAS - NRC ocean science group was
formed, with ten scientists from each country. The first meeting
was held in Cuernavaca, Morelos in October 1995 and the
second in Irvine, California in 1996. 

• In 1998, the document Building Ocean Science Partnerships, 
The United States and Mexico Working Together was
drafted, coordinated by Drs. Agustín Ayala Castañares and 
Robert A. Knox. A bilingual edition of the book was published
by the National Academy Press in 1999.



Trilateral workshop Atmospheric change
and the transport sector in North America
• In order to analyze the regional evolution of atmospheric

change and formulate recommendations to mitigate the
problems caused by the dynamic growth of the transport sector, 
in March 1997, at the invitation of the NRC, it was agreed to
undertake a trilateral study conducted by the science
academies of Canada, USA and Mexico. 

• The study was published in 1998 under the title Atmospheric
Change and North American Transportation Sector: 
Summary of a Trilateral Workshop.



Inter American Network of Academies of 
Sciences (IANAS) 
• In 2003, MAS organized the first meeting of Academies of 

Sciences of Latin America, with special guests from the IAP, 
the Royal Society of Canada, NAS, and OAS.It was held at 
MAS headquarters. As a result, the InterAmerican Network of 
Academies of Sciences (IANAS) was created in 2004 to foster
the strengthening of national scientific capacities by reinforcing
scientific- technological exchanges between the countries in the
American continent as a tool for social development; cooperate
in building the capacities of the Academies in the region by
exchanging information and experiences; contribute to the
creation of new Academies in countries that request support for
the establishment of a Science Academy; and influence
scientific decision-making throughout the continent, with the
goal of promoting prosperity and equity in the hemisphere.



• Creation of the IANAS office at the AMC premises in 
Mexico City. Workshops and books on Water & Energy



• Elaboration of documents for the G7+5, G+, and G20 
groups. Colaborations within IAP



Translation into Spanish of the US NAS- UK RS booklet
Climate Change: Evidence and Causes (2014)



New Horizons in Science Symposium, held in Mexico
City in June 2014. It was the first collaboration of the AMC, 
the US NAS, and the Royal Society of Canada (Academies
of Arts, Humanities, and Sciences of Canada). 

• It was done to bring together young scientisf of Canada, 
Mexico and the USA. 

• Five sections: Astrophysics, Biotechnology, Green 
Chemistry, Hazards and Disasters, and Oceanography
and Marine Biology

• Science as a key instrument for powering the North 
American region

• http://www.ianas.org/newhorizonsinscience/



CLIMATE CHANGE: RISKS, 
MITIGATION & ADAPTATION

IPCC Fifth Assesment Report
April 21st 2014

Senado de la República

Mexico City







Climate Resilience in Transboundary Arid
Environments. The US-Mexico Case 

Discuss the challenges shared by the USA and Mexico
in order to reduce the vulnerability of the region to climate
change.

• Meeting in Mexico City in February 2016 
• Meeting in Washington DC in May 2016
• Meeting in Mexico City November 2017 at the Senate.
• Meeting in San Luis Potosí May 2018
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