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U.S. Department of Transportation 
(USDOT) Mission

To deliver the world’s leading transportation system, serving the 

American people and economy through the safe, efficient, 

sustainable, and equitable movement of people and goods.
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Values

Our values represent guiding principles that are at the core of who we are as a 

Department and how we approach our work. Our values are at the foundation of our 

strategic approach to achieving our mission. They guide how we work with partners and 

how we treat each other. In serving the public, we strive to live up to these values in 

everything we do.
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Safety: Performance and Evidence Activities

Strategic Goal

Agency Priority 
Goal (APG)

Performance 
Goals

Learning Agenda

Evaluations
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Make our transportation system safer for all people. Advance a future without 

transportation-related serious injuries and fatalities.

Reduce roadway-related fatalities: By September 30, 2023, the Department will 

reduce the rate of motor vehicle fatalities from 1.36 per 100 million vehicle miles 

traveled (VMT) as of October 1, 2021, to 1.22 per 100 million VMT.

Examples:

► Reduce passenger vehicle occupant fatalities per 100 million VMT (NHTSA).

► Reduce large truck and bus fatalities per 100 million VMT (FMCSA).

To what extent does drug impairment play a role in crashes (NHTSA)?

How can we gather and analyze additional information on pedestrian and cyclist 

risk to inform decisionmaking on infrastructure and other safety interventions 

(FHWA)?

Were the intended safety outcomes of the Electronic Logging Device rule 

achieved (FMCSA)?(3)

Is the Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse being used effectively (FMCSA)?(4)

Is industry complying with data reporting and use requirements (FMCSA)?

Source: USDOT.
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Equity: Performance and Evidence Activities
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Strategic Goal

APG

Performance Goals

Learning Agenda

Reduce inequities across our transportation systems and the communities they 

affect. Support and engage people and communities to promote safe, affordable, 

accessible, and multimodal access to opportunities and services while reducing 

transportation-related disparities, adverse community impacts, and health effects.

Increase wealth creation opportunities for underserved communities: By 

September 30, 2023, USDOT commits to raise the Small and Disadvantaged Business 

Utilization contract award dollars from 18.2 percent in FY 2021 to 20.5 percent. In doing 

so, USDOT aims to increase wealth creation opportunities for underserved 

communities through direct procurement mechanisms. 

Examples:

► Reduce the national transportation cost burden, including transportation travel cost 

as a percent of income, by 5 percent by 2030 (OST-P).

► Increase the number of State DOTs adopting and implementing identified best 

practices when administering the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise program on 

design-build projects (FHWA).(5)

► Work to increase the gender diversity of applicants for mission-critical occupations in 

each operating administration (OST-M, DOCR).

What are the demographics of applicant pools for all USDOT occupations (all OAs)?
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Climate and Sustainability: Performance and 
Evidence Activities

Strategic Goal

APG

Performance 
Goals

Learning Agenda

Tackle the climate crisis by ensuring that transportation plays a central role in the 

solution. Substantially reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and transportation-

related pollution and build more resilient and sustainable transportation systems to 

benefit and protect communities. 

Deploy electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure under the Infrastructure 

Investment and Jobs Act: The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) invests in the 

deployment of a national network of EV chargers as one of many important ways to 

address the climate crisis across USDOT, the U.S. Department of Energy, and their 

newly formed Joint Office of Energy and Transportation.(6) All three entities will support 

building a national network of EV chargers. This is a new APG that supports the 

President’s BIL goal of installing 500,000 EV chargers. 

Examples:

► Reduce transportation emissions in support of net-zero emissions economywide by 

2050 (OST-P).

► Seek a 6 percent year-over-year reduction in tailpipe GHG emissions (FHWA).

► Reduce GHG emissions from aviation to at or below 2019 levels by 2030 (FAA).

Which USDOT strategies are projected to be most effective in reducing transportation 

GHG emissions?

Additional questions to be included in an FY 2023 Learning Agenda update, following 

development of the Department’s decarbonization strategy.
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FY 2022–26 Strategic Plan available here: 

https://www.transportation.gov/dot-strategic-plan
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