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COMMITTEE ON EVALUATING THE PROCESS TO DEVELOP THE DIETARY GUIDELINES FOR
AMERICANS, 2020-2025

Open Session Speakers

Barbara O. Schneeman, Ph.D., is Emeritus Professor of Nutrition at the University of
California, Davis. From 2004 to 2013 she was the Director of the Office of Nutrition, Labeling,
and Dietary Supplements at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). In that position, she
oversaw the development of policy and regulations for dietary supplements, labeling, food
standards, infant formula, and medical foods and served as U.S delegate to two Codex
committees (Food Labeling and Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses). From 1976-2004,
she was a member of the nutrition and food science faculty at UC Davis. At UC Davis she served
in several administrative roles, including Chair of the Department of Nutrition, Dean of the
College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, and Associate Vice Provost for University
Outreach. She has been a visiting scientist at UC San Francisco, and Assistant Administrator for
Nutrition in the Agricultural Research Service of the US Department of Agriculture. Professional
activities include serving as the Higher Education coordinator at USAID, participation in Dietary
Guidelines Advisory Committees (including chair of the 2020 DGAC), member of committees
for the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine, USDA, Food and
Agricultural Organization, World Health Organization, the American Society for Nutrition, and
the Institute of Food Technologists. She has been Associate Editor for the Journal of Nutrition
and on several editorial boards including Nutrition Reviews, Journal of Nutrition, and Journal of
Food Science. Her professional honors include Fellow of the American Society of Nutrition,
Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, Awards from the Institute
of Food Technology (Carl Fellers, Gilbert Leveille, and Samuel Cate Prescott), the Conrad
Elvehjem Award for Public Service in Nutrition, the FDA Commissioner’s Special Citation and
the Harvey W. Wiley Medal, the FDA Merit Award, Future Leader Award, and several honorary
lectureships. She is recognized for her work on dietary fiber, gastro-intestinal function,
development and use of food-based dietary guidelines, and policy development in food and
nutrition. She received her B.S. degree in Food Science from the UC Davis, Ph.D. in Nutrition
from the UC, Berkeley, and postdoctoral training in gastro-intestinal physiology at Children’s
Hospital in Oakland, California.

Ronald E. Kleinman, M.D. is Physician-in-Chief of the Massachusetts General Hospital for
Children, Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at Massachusetts General Hospital, and the
Charles Wilder Professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School. Dr. Kleinman’s major areas
of research interest include gastrointestinal immunology, nutrition support of infants and
children, and nutrition and public health policy. Dr. Kleinman’s professional affiliations have
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included the American Gastroenterological Association, American Association for the Study of
Liver Disease (AASLD), North American Society for Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology
and Nutrition (NASPGHAN), and American Pediatric Society/Society for Pediatric Research.
Dr. Kleinman was a founder and past president of the International Society of Behavioral
Nutrition and Physical Activity. He has been a member of the Medical Advisory Group on Diet
and Nutrition Guidelines in Cancer for the American Cancer Society, the National Cholesterol
Advisory Committee of the National Heart Lung, Blood Institute, a member of the National
Academy of Medicine committees on Standards for School Meals, the Science of Adolescent
Health and Medicine, the Impact of Pregnancy Weight on Maternal and Child Health, and
Obesity Prevention for Young Children, member of the Board of Directors for the David Ortiz
Childrens' Fund, Chair of the Board of Trustees for the Global Child Nutrition Foundation
(GCNF), member of the Board of Directors for the Agriculture and Food Systems Institute,
member of the Board of Directors of the U.S. Fund for UNICEF New England Regional Board,
member of the Board of Trustees for the Massachusetts General Hospital Physician
Organization, member of the Board of Trustees for the European Biomedical Research Institute,
Salerno, Italy, member of the Board of Trustees for the Genetic Literacy Project and a past Chair
of the Board for Project Bread, Boston. He was the Chair of the NIH/NICHD Workshop
Planning Committee for the Dietary Guidelines: Birth to 24 Months, and served as Vice Chair
for the Dietary Guidelines 2020 Advisory Committee. Dr. Kleinman is a member of the External
Advisory Board (EAB) for the Obesity Research Center at Harvard Medical School. Dr.
Kleinman has served as Chair of the Committee on Nutrition for the American Academy of
Pediatrics and is the editor of the 4th-8th editions of the Academy’s textbook, Pediatric
Nutrition, and served as the founding Editor-in-Chief for Current Pediatrics Reports. Dr.
Kleinman earned his M.D. from New York Medical College in Valhalla, and completed his
residency and chief residency in Pediatrics at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New
York.

Robert M. Russell, M.D., is professor emeritus of Medicine and Nutrition at Tufts University.
Dr. Russell has served on many national and international advisory boards including the USDA
Human Investigation Committee (Chairman), the FDA, US Pharmacopoeia Convention, National
Institutes of Health, the World Health Organization, UNICEF, and the American Board of
Internal Medicine. He has worked on international nutrition programs in several countries
including Vietnam, Iran, Irag, Guatemala, Haiti, China, and the Philippines. Dr. Russell is a
member of numerous professional societies, and has served on editorial boards of four
professional journals, a past president of the American Society for Nutrition, and past president
of the ASN Foundation. Dr. Russell co-edited two editions of Present Knowledge in Nutrition,
and was the Editor in Chief of Nutrition Reviews. Dr. Russell served as a member of the
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National Academies of Science panels on Folate, Other B Vitamins, and Choline, and as chair of
the panel on Micronutrients. He is a National Associate of the National Academies of Science
and Engineering. He is former chair of the Food and Nutrition Board of the National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, and is a fellow of the American Society for Nutrition.
Dr. Russell worked with the Biomarkers of Nutrition for Development (BOND) Program of NIH
and is on the Board of Haiti Projects. He also has served as a board member of the Nestle and
Fetzer Foundations. He has received numerous national and international awards for his research
on retinoids and carotenoids (Kritchevsky, Atwater, DSM awards), and has authored over 300
scientific papers and 5 books. He received his M.D. from Columbia University.



