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• Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD)

• OECD Pesticides programme
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Overview



The OECD….
A forum in which governments work together to:

● Co-ordinate and harmonise policies;

● Discuss and share their experiences on issues of 
mutual concern;

● Work together to respond to international problems;

● Adopt consensus-based decisions.

A provider of comparative statistics and economic, 
scientific and social data with more than 250 
publications per year and numerous tools and 
databases. 3



OECD’s global reach
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38 member 
countries –
North America, 
most EU, JP, KR, 
Aust, NZ, Chile, 
Colombia and 
Costa Rica

Key 
Partners: 
Brazil
China
India
Indonesia 
South Africa



How do pesticides fit in 
the OECD work?

◍ One of the fields in which OECD is 
actively involved is the sustainability 
of agriculture

◍ Since 1992, the OECD Pesticides 
Programme has worked to 
streamline pesticide approval 
processes
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◍ Develop practical and harmonised 
tools that countries can use to 
implement their legislations 
regarding the safe use of pesticides 
○ Test Guidelines 
○ Common formats/electronic tools for 

data submission 
○ Risk assessment methodologies

◍ Focus on sustainable approaches 
towards plant protection 
○ new technologies for the design and 

application of pesticides which 
reduce risks to humans and wildlife.  

Objectives of OECD Pesticide Programme



◍ Series 100: Physical-chemical properties 
◍ Series 200: Effects on Biotic systems 
◍ Series 300: Degradation and bioaccumulation 
◍ Series 400: Effects on human health 
◍ Series 500: Pesticide residue chemistry

Regular additions, updates and corrections to keep up with 
progress in science, animal welfare and cost-effectiveness

Collection of OECD Test Guidelines: test 
methods to assess safety of chemicals

OECD iLibrary

Data 
Requirements

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/oecd-guidelines-for-the-testing-of-chemicals_72d77764-en


• Maintain the system of Mutual 
Acceptance of Data:
– Keep the costs of safety testing and 

assessment manageable for countries and 
industries

– Avoid/reduce duplicative testing and 
unnecessary animal testing

– Maintain a level playing field across 
countries who can then claim same 
standards and exchange data 

Mutual Acceptance of Data (MAD)



Common formats to facilitate the management 
and sharing of data
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https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/pesticides-biocides/agricultural-chemical-pesticide-registration.htm


ACTIVE SUBSTANCES (DRAFT)

OECD Dossier Guidance: Comparison of data 
requirements 



International Uniform 
ChemicaL Information 
Database (IUCLID)
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-Submission of pesticide dossiers in 
IUCLID format 
-OECD Harmonised Templates (OHTs): 
standard data formats for reporting 
information used for the risk assessment of 
chemicals
-Current update of OHTs to accommodate 
biopesticides’ reporting needs



Safer technologies to plant protection 
products

⊷ Identification of relevant test methods for 
microorganisms. 
⊶ September 2022 OECD Conference

on Innovating Microbial Pesticide 
Testing

⊷ Publications to address barriers to 
biopesticides regulation, e.g.
⊶ Seminar Reports (annually)
⊶ Risk Assessment of Secondary 

Metabolites of Microbial Biocontrol 
Agents (2018)

⊶ Guidance for technical evaluation of 
Microbial Strains (2018)
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https://oe.cd/innovating-microbial-pesticide-testing
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pesticides-biocides/publications-on-biopesticides.htm


• Issues to consider when 
the AMR potential of 
microorganisms used as 
plant protection 
products is evaluated 

• OECD member 
countries’ approaches to 
assess AMR of 
microorganisms used as 
biopesticides
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Potential antimicrobial resistance related to 
microbial pesticides



• OECD Pesticide Programme works to 
streamline pesticide registration, and 
reduce risk of pesticides by improving 
testing

• Pesticide practices continue to evolve, with 
innovative products but also new challenges 

• OECD aims to provide tools to addressing 
those challenges to:

– enhance protection of humans and environment, 
– integrate green growth strategies, 
– facilitate cooperation and cost savings for industry 

and regulatory authorities.
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Conclusion



https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/pesticides-biocides/agriculturalpesticides.htm

Further information

https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/pesticides-biocides/agriculturalpesticides.htm


Magdalini.Sachana@oecd.org

2, rue André Pascal -
75775 Paris Cedex 16, 
France

Thank You For Listening

Twitter: https://twitter.com/OECD_ENV
YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube-chemical-safety
Subscribe to our newsletter: http://bit.ly/newsletter-chemical-
safety

https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/pesticides-
biocides/agriculturalpesticides.htm
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