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Dentists are small business owners in solo or group
practice and not affiliated with a health system

Most are employers

Revenue mostly dependent upon a payer mix of
commercial/public insurance/cash

Fee for service reimbursement structure

Must comply with all CDC infection control standards,
CalOSHA and CA dental board requirements
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Relative risk profile

HIGH RISK JOB
Dental Hygienists
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Dental Hygienists have one of
the riskiest non-hospital jobs
during a pandemic, scoring close
to 100 in all three categories.
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Bus drivers have a lower score on
physical proximity and exposure to
disease, but their constant contact with
the general public puts them at risk.

@ LOW RISK JOB
Economists
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Economists have one of the
safest jobs during a pandemic,
scoring a2 perfect zero in two
categories.
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Ret_urn to Work Interim
Guidance Toolkit
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Public/Private Partnership

Multiple stakeholder input

|dentify existing evidence-base as foundation

Three groups: PPE, Aerosol Management, Protocols
End-user testing to inform improvements

ldentify gaps in knowledge and take action to fill them
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Resources

« Simple

o Clear

« Easy to follow
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Four zones of clinical infection control

ZONE 1 ZONE 2

Intraoral 3’ radius
beyond the
oral cavity

[ - _|
4ni Operatory

ZONE 3 ZONE 4

Operatory Gftfe_nerc:l
office

General office
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When N95s are in short supply...

l I National Academies’ Consensus
E'" I‘ ~ Report on Reusable Elastomerics

\\] Lid

(2019)

Reusable Elastomeric
Respirators in Health Care

Considerations for
Routine and Surge Use

-----
..............




Patienf SC reen i ng RISK ASSESMENT

Use Patient Screening Form when patient contacts the office:

and Risk Management
WOF](HOW HIGH RISK LOW RISK

* COVID + * COVID -
s Symptomatit e Asymptomatic
* Risk Fa * No Risk Factors

NON-URGENT CARE
Deter Care until after symptoms have resolved
(72 hours since last fever without
anfi-fever medications, and improved cough or other
respiratory symptoms)] AND at least 10 days have
elapsed since symptom onset.

SCREEN PATIENT AGAIN

Proceed with care when symptoms resolve

TREATMENT OPTIONS

PALLIATIVE CARE MINIMAL : AEROSOL




Patient Screening

. PALLIATIVE CARE AEROSOL
an d R] S k MG n Og eme ni‘ Examples of palliative care: Examples of aerosol:
SDF, Gl, 5000 ppm F-rinse Extractions, Surgery/implants,
WO i kf | OW or varnish, Antibiotics Perio/Cavitron, Endodontic,

(ADA Guidelines), Any use of air water syringe
Pain Meds (ADA Guidelines)

TREATMENT AREAS

Four zones of clinical infection control

PPE
Appropriate PPE for treatment

< TWO DAYS BEFORE APPOINTMENT

Screen patient

AT OFFICE

Take Temperature: should be <100.4F. Observe for Sympioms

PATIENT DISCHARGE
Advise patient to call if they experience symptoms or are COVID+ for up to 14 days

ROOM TURNOVER
Disinfect room




“the degree to which individuals and groups can obtain,
process, understand, evaluate, and act on information
needed to make public health decisions that benefit the
community”
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Impact on dental offices/clinics who treat Medicaid
patients

Affects on CA state budget — advocacy to maintain adult
dental benefits/provider reimbursement

Eliminated expansion of benefits to undocumented

Compliance difficulty with airborne transmission
standards relative to high disease burden
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Oral Health
Literacy

Thank you!

Lindsey Robinson, DDS
lIrobinsonl10384@gmail.com

CDA Journal
April, 2012
More to come, August 2020
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