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March 2020 – Beginning of Pandemic in US
‣ We had NO idea what to expect

‣ We had little idea of how to plan and proceed
• Needs of patients
• Infection risk for patients and staff
• Hospital resources – testing capability, ICU capacity, surgery capacity, etc

‣ We were “learning on the fly”

‣ Major disruptions can facilitate change

‣ “Bureaucracy is the death of any achievement” – Albert Einstein
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US Medicine is Severely Siloed/Fractured

‣Spirit of “Individuality” applying to organizations and individuals
• Differences between US and some other countries (Sweden, Rwanda)

‣Payors fragmented

‣Medical Record info fragmented

‣Professional organizations non-interactive
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Cancer Care Ontario
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How to manage our Breast Cancer Patients

‣Professional organizations rapidly came together in late March

• Commission on Cancer (CoC)
• National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers (NAPBC)
• American College of Radiology (ACR)
• American Society for Breast Surgery (ASBS)
• National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN)

‣ 1700 emails and a week later produced a guidance manuscript
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NAPBC, CoC, ASBS, ACR, NCCN – 19 authors
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Webinars

The COVID-19 Pandemic Breast Cancer Consortium Recommendations for Prioritization, 
Treatment and Triage of Breast Cancer Patients During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Webinar 
Monday, April 13th at 7:00–8:00 pm ET 

1,000 attendees on 3 days notice
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1,035 Patient Records:  Jeremy Warner, Vanderbilt, published on-line May 28, 2020, Lancet
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COVID-19 Cancer Consortium (CCC19)

Mass General Hospital
Dana-Farber Cancer Inst
UT San Antonio
MD Anderson
Vanderbilt
NCI
U Miami Sylvester
Fred Hutch
Lausanne(Switzerland)
McGill (Canada)
Mayo (Rochester/Phoenix)
Winship Emory
Madrid (Spain) 

Mt Sinai
Brown
Stanford
Roswell Park
Cleveland Clinic
Washington University
Columbia
Hartford
Kansas
Northwestern
Shreveport
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Penn - JCO – Oncology Practice, May 26, 2020
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NCCN and COVID
‣ NCCN Covid taskforce formed in March 2020

• 30 NCCN centers met weekly through the Spring 2020
• Met regularly since with frequency as needed
• Very transparent sharing of information

JNCCN May 2020
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NCCN and COVID vaccination
‣ Once COVID vaccine became available for cancer patients, NCCN COVID-19 

Vaccination Advisory Committee formed on January 11, 2021, published January 22, 
2021
• Chairs:

– Steven Pergam, MD, MPH, ID, Fred Hutch Cancer Research Center
– Lindsey Baden, MD, ID, Dana-Farber/Brigham Cancer Center

• Broad membership including ethics specialists
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Now what???

‣Can we preserve the collaborations across programs and societies?

‣Can we continue to share information freely, transparently, and rapidly?

‣Can we avoid “re-ossification” of the US healthcare system?
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Thank You
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