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Exposing Existing Issues

Existing Gaps in Cancer Care Delivery and Research Exacerbated by 
Pandemic
 Screening
 Access
 Care Delivery
 Research
 Equity
 Physician Well Being
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Opportunities as We Emerge

• We need to do better than pre-pandemic
• We can learn from this experience 
• Some adaptations should be permanent
• We need to prepare for next PHE
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COVID-19: Road to Recovery

Highlights:

• Virtual consent for trials
• Integrate trials to routine care
• Streamline regulatory requirements
• Retain expanded telemedicine access
• Increase grants to underserved
• Affordable insurance
• Protect Medicaid access
• Focus on provider/patient wellness

Report on Recovery of 
Research and Care Delivery
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Pre-COVID 
Screening 
Disparities
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AACR Cancer Disparities
Progress Report 2020



Pandemic Screening Delays

•
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Association of Cancer Screening Deficit in the United States With the COVID-19 Pandemic | Breast Cancer | JAMA Oncology | JAMA Network

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaoncology/fullarticle/2778916


What We Know:

• The ACA led to wide expansions in coverage for screenings, 
vaccinations and other preventative care in private insurance, 
Medicare and Medicaid, however

• There remains an uneven experience in the U.S., including 
worse survival for racial and ethnic minorities, populations with 
lower income and education levels and patients living in rural 
areas.

• Data collection will be critical to evaluating the impact of 
screening delays, particularly on marginalized populations
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Medicaid Expansion 
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Status of Medicaid Expansion and Work Requirement Waivers | Commonwealth Fund

https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/maps-and-interactives/2021/apr/status-medicaid-expansion-and-work-requirement-waivers


Disproportionate Impact
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Implementing What Works
The Delaware Screening Initiative
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Program Results
• Elimination of screening 

disparities
• Equalization of incidence rates
• Reduced percentage of African 

Americans with regional and 
distant disease from 79% to 40%

• Near elimination of mortality 
differences

• Coverage for screening and 
treatment

• Patient navigation for 
screening and care 
coordination

• Case management



The Delaware Lesson

• Health care is a community enterprise

• Expanded access to screening and care improves 
outcomes AND can lower cost to the system

© 2021 American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO). All Rights Reserved Worldwide. 

11



© 2021 American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO). All Rights Reserved Worldwide. 

12



Telemedicine

• Lessons learned on appropriate use of telemedicine

• Patient Factors
 Patient Satisfaction
 Access for vulnerable populations
 Education
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Coming Soon! ASCO Telemedicine Standards
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In 2020/2021, ASCO convened an expert panel to examine telehealth use 
in oncology and develop standards and practice recommendations. 

ISSUES DISCUSSED BY PANEL -
• Which patients should be seen via telehealth versus in-person?
• How should we discuss the establishment of the physician-patient relationship within the 

context of telehealth? 
• What are the roles of Advanced Practice Providers and Allied Health Professionals in 

telehealth?
• How best can we incorporate telehealth in cancer clinical trials?



ASCO Policy Statement on Cancer Care Disparities and 
Health Equity (August 2020)

• Equitable access to high quality care
 Social determinants of health
 Unconscious bias

• Equitable access to research
 Increase trial participation by racial/ethnic minorities
 Clinical Treatment Act

• Address structural barriers
 Increase screening for underserved populations
 Support providers serving underserved

• Increasing awareness and action
 Facilitating awareness of inequities
 Equipping practices with the tools to assess and address inequities

© 2020 American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO). All Rights Reserved Worldwide. 

15



© 2020 American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO). All Rights Reserved Worldwide. 

16

Removing Coverage & Access Roadblocks

• Hub and Spoke Models

• Careful Use of Innovative 
Care Models – Inclusive 
of full continuum of care

• Utilization Management
• Step Therapy

• Prior Authorization



© 2021 American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO). All Rights Reserved Worldwide. 

17

COVID-19 Intensifies Burnout for Oncologists



ASCO Well Being Task 
Force 5-Year Plan
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“Cancer care is delivered in 
clinical and research 

environments where patients, 
clinicians, and practices thrive”
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