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What do we know about the impact of incarceration 
on criminal recidivism?
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• Many more well-identified estimates 
of the casual effect of incarceration 
on recidivism

• Little change in the estimated impact 
of post-conviction imprisonment on 
recidivism

• Emerging evidence of adverse 
impacts of pretrial incarceration on 
recidivism
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• Evidence of heterogeneous 
treatment effects and non-unitary 
treatment
– Across Institutions
– Across countries
– Across counterfactuals

• Future research is needed on
– Sources of variance
– Underlying mechanisms
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