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WHY?



Na tiona l Obstetric Simula tion 
Requirements /  Recommenda tions



Most Common Ca uses of Dia gnostic 
Error in Obstetrics

Top 3
• Inadequa te Diagnosis

• Inappropria te Trea tment

• Inadequa te Documenta tion
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HOW is Simula tion in Obstetrics 
Helpful?

Ability to pra ctice OB 
Emergencies /  Lea rn 

skills

• Hands- on skills
• Run through OB emergencies a s a  

team
• Keep teams ready for serious 

emergencies tha t don’t happen 
as often

Identify Issues tha t 
lea d to Dia gnostic 

Errors
• Knowledge deficits
• Facility issues
• Communica tion /  

Teamwork issues
• Inherent biases

Improved Outcomes*
• Able to run drills a s a  

team on actua l units
• Can try out solutions to 

make sure they work
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Pra ctice Solutions

*Contemp OB/GYN, Oct 2018

• 20% reduction in Severe 
Materna l Morbidity from 
Hemorrhage

• Significant decrease in 
neona ta l injury with 
shoulder dystocia

• Improved time to delivery 
with umbilica l cord prolapse



Without 
Simula tion
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Develop 
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Wa it for the next 
Emergency and see if the 

Solution Worked!

Solution 
Works



With Simula tion  
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Obstetric 
Emergency
Simula tion

Solution

 Works

• NO Risk to Pa tients
• Pra ctice, Pra ctice, Pra ctice

Medica l /  
Trea tment 

Error 
NO Potentia l 

Ha rm

Ana lyze & Debrief 
Performance

Develop /  Revise 
Solution



HOW do we get there?

Integra te Simula tion 
into OB Pa tient Sa fety 

Progra ms 
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https://sa ferbirth.org/a im- resources/a im- cornerstones/simula tions/

Crea te a nd distribute 
progra ms to tra in providers 
how to use simula tion in OB

Study wha t type of 
simula tion works 
best -  Outcomes



How Importa nt is Simula tion for 
Decrea sing Dia gnostic Errors in 

Obstetrics?
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If we do not deploy 
simula tion a s an integra ted 

pa rt of our programs, we will 
be putting more pa tients a t 

risk of serious ha rm

Key Part of solving the 
Puzzle!
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Tha nk you
Shad Deering

Shad.deering@christushea lth.org
deering95@hotmail.com
Cell: 253-720- 4035
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