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Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC)

International Association 
of Fire Fighters (IAFF)

COVID-19 Respiratory protection

April 2020
Strongly Recommends all IAFF members 
wear a surgical masks in their workplaces at 
all times.

April 2020
Considering guidance advising healthcare 
workers, fire fighters and EMS personnel to 
don surgical masks in their workplaces at all 
times.

March 2020
Our position is and will remain that the N-95 
or higher respirators afford the best 
protection for our workforce when it comes to 
caring for suspected and confirmed COVID-19 
patients. 

Vs

March 2020
Recommends that facemasks are an 
acceptable alternative when the supply chain 
of respirators cannot meet the demand.
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ENVIRONMENTAL & EXPOSURE MONITORING

Challenges: interoperability & verbal communication

Success: sustained P100 use during operations

EFFECTIVELY MOTIVATING PPE USE

SURFSIDE COLLAPSE INCIDENT



PFAS & FIRE FIGHTER PPE

The Precautionary Principle: 
• Taking preventive action in the face of uncertainty
• Shifting the burden of proof to the proponents of an activity 
• Exploring a wide range of alternatives to possibly harmful actions
• Increasing public participation in decision making Kriebel, D. et al, Environ Health Perspect. 2001 Sep; 109(9): 871-876
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