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Awareness: Social Risk Screening Tools

https://sirenetwork.ucsf.edu/tools-resources/screening-tools

		Social & economic risk screening tool

		Recommended Social and Behavioral Domains and Measures for Electronic Health Records

		PRAPARE: Protocol for Responding to and Assessing Patient Assets, Risks, and Experiences

		Accountable Health Communities Screening Tool





		Total # of questions

		24

		21

		10








		Housing 

		

		 

		



		Food

		

		 

		



		Clothing

		

		 

		



		Utilities (phone, gas, electric)

		

		 

		



		Medicine/health care

		

		 

		



		Child care

		

		 

		



		Transportation

		

		 

		



		Neighborhood safety

		

		 

		



		Interpersonal violence/safety

		

		 

		



		Physical Activity

		

		

		



		Social connections/isolation

		

		 

		



		Stress

		

		 

		









Acceptability of social risk screening      Acceptability of including data in EHR

Patient/Caregiver Acceptability of Screening
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Prevalence of 
screening for 

social risk 
factors (SRFs) in 
US Health Care 

Orgs

92%

24%

67%

16%

Screen for at least 1 need Screen for all 5
Axis Title

Hospitals Practices

Screening for 1+ SRFs Screening for all 5 SRFs 

Fraze et al. JAMA Network Open. 2019



Prevalence of 
screening 

depends on how 
and whom you 

ask

92%

24%

67%

16%

Screen for at least 1 need Screen for all 5
Axis Title

Hospitals Practices

Screening for 1+ SRFs Screening for all 5 SRFs 

22%

Cartier Y, et al. BMC Health Serv Res. May 2020

Patients



Payment and technology supports facilitate 
screening and documentation

© 2020 Epic Systems Corporation



Questions around screening 
ethics and equity
• Could screening exacerbate perceived or actual 

discrimination in health care settings? 
• Does screening contribute to moral distress in 

providers if there are inadequate paired 
resources? 

• Should we instead provide resource information 
to everyone and skip screening? (See ST Lindau’s 
work)
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Patient vs. area-level awareness strategies

Cottrell E, et al. JAMA Network Open. Oct 2020
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Social Interventions Research & Evaluation Network
SIREN’s mission is to improve health and health equity by catalyzing and disseminating 
high quality research that advances health care sector strategies to improve social 
conditions.

Activities include:

Consulting on 
research & analytics

Collecting & 
disseminating research

Catalyzing high 
quality research

sirenetwork.ucsf.edu |  siren@ucsf.edu  |  @SIREN_UCSF 

siren
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