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WHAT IS REDDIT?

“the front page of the internet”

It’s a bulletin of user submitted text, links, pictures, and 

videos, that users vote and make comments on.

The name is a contraction of “read and edit”, readers 

are the editors of the content.



HOW BIG IS REDDIT?



ALEXA DATA



PEW STUDY



HOW IS REDDIT ORGANIZED?

Reddit is sub-divided in to user-created subsections referred to as “subreddits”

Subreddits are often referred to by their shortened url, ie www.reddit.com/r/science

is /r/science

Typical subreddits focus on a particular interest or group

For example: 

http://www.reddit.com/r/science


HOW MANY SUBREDDITS ARE THERE?

An almost unbelieveable number!

As of December 1st, 2014 there are 533,801 subreddits



HOW BIG IS /R/SCIENCE?

traffic by day of week

day uniques pageviews

Monday 166,808 235,496

Tuesday 151,393 224,365

Wednesday 145,133 208,824

Thursday 130,688 194,388

Friday 133,898 192,554

Saturday 115,590 164,893

Sunday 105,401 153,939

daily mean 135,559 196,351



WHAT IS AN “AMA”

Reddit initialism for “Ask Me Anything” 

It is essentially a crowd-sourced interview.

Someone of interest submits a text post describing why 
they are of interest and announces “AMA!”

Users then submit comments to the post asking their 
questions, which the original poster answers as many 
as he can (or wants to, these things can get pretty 
big!)

/r/IAmA is dedicated entirely to AMAs



BARRIERS TO SUCCESSFUL SCIENCE AMAS

/r/IAmA does host science-based AMAs, however, it hosts a 

large number of AMAs.

This makes it difficult for scientists to compete for attention 

against actors promoting movies, musicians, TV 

personalities, authors, and others.

/r/IAmA does not heavily moderate comments, so many 

inappropriate questions get through, making for a 

potentially unpleasant experience for someone new to the 

nature of the internet.

Individuals wishing to post an AMA are own their own to learn 

the rules and standard of reddit, which can be difficult for 

outsiders.



HOW DOES /R/SCIENCE ADDRESS THESE 

ISSUES?
/r/science organizes, promotes and polices the AMAs we host to remove 

these barriers.

We handle all of the reddit-specific actions.

• account creation

• posting 

• promotion

We provide for a civil discussion by rigorous enforcement of rules of 

discourse.

•more than 600 moderators all with a minimum of a BS degree in 

a science, (200+ are PhDs) 

• Extensive automated language filters to remove known bad 

behavior

•“Hard questions are ok, uncivil behavior is not.”

We work with scientists via email, and sometimes phone calls to 

address concerns and refine text.

We host one AMA per day maximum, and only scientists.



SOME EXAMPLES

All /r/science AMAs are viewable at this link: 

http://www.reddit.com/r/science/search?q=flair%3A%27AMA%27&sort=new&re

strict_sr=on

http://www.reddit.com/r/science/search?q=flair:'AMA'&sort=new&restrict_sr=on


WHAT AN AMA LOOKS LIKE



COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS



SCIENCE AMA SUBMISSION GUIDE

We have a step-by-step guide for scheduling and submitting AMAs:

Reddit Science AMA Submission Guide

Any further questions can be emailed to sciencereddit@gmail.com

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3fzgHAW-mVZeURRQnNhS1ktN1E/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:sciencereddit@gmail.com

