


WHAT IS REDDIT?

“the front page of the internet”

It’s a bulletin of user submitted text, links, pictures, and
videos, that users vote and make comments on.

The name is a contraction of “read and edit”, readers
are the editors of the content.




HOW BIG IS REDDIT?

stats at a glance (as of Oct 03, 2014)

last month, reddit had hailing from over viewing a total of
174,088,361 186 6,175,912,111
unique visitors different countries pages
yesterday, reddit powered consisting of over casting over

8,193 3,267,477 21,817,065

active communities logged in redditors votes




ALEXA DATA

Alexa Traffic Ranks
How is this site ranked relative to other sites?
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Audience Demographics 8 Twitter.com

How similar is this site's audience to the general internet population?
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PEW STUDY

Young males are especially likely to use reddit
% of internet users in each age/gender grouping who use reddit
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Source: Pew Research Center’s Internet & American Life Project Spring Tracking
Survey, April 17 — May 19, 2013. N=2,252 adults ages 18+. Interviews were conducted

in English and Spanish and on landline and cell phones. The margin of error for results
based on all internet users is +/- 2.5 percentage points.




HOW IS REDDIT ORGANIZED?

Reddit is sub-divided in to user-created subsections referred to as “subreddits”

Subreddits are often referred to by their shortened url, ie www.reddit.com/r/science
is /r/science

Typical subreddits focus on a particular interest or group

For example:
Category Subreddits
Educational News, Science, Space, TodaylLearned (TIL), and WorldNews
Entertainment Creepy, Documentaries, Gaming, ListenToThis, Movies, Music, NoSleep, Sports, Television, and Videos

Discussion-based

AskReddit, AskScience, Books, ExplainLikelmFive, IAmA, and TwoXChromosomes

Humor/light-hearted

DatalsBeautiful, Funny, InternetlsBeautiful, Jokes, NotTheOnion, ShowerThoughts, StandUpShots, TIFU, and UpliftingNews

Image sharing

Art, Aww, EarthPorn, Gifs, MildlyInteresting, OldSchoolCool, Pics, and PhotoshopBattles

Self-improvement

DIY, Fitness, Food, GetMotivated, LifeProTips, PersonalFinance, Philosophy, and WritingPrompts

Technology

Futurology and Gadgets

Meta

Announcements and Blog



http://www.reddit.com/r/science

HOW MANY SUBREDDITS ARE THERE?

An almost unbelieveable number!

As of December 15t, 2014 there are 533,801 subreddits

New Subreddits By Day Total Subreddit Count Group by: M
533,801
400,351
266,901
2008-02-26
133,450 Total reddits: 358
0

2007 2008 2009 2010 201 2012 2013 2014




HOW BIG IS /R/SCIENCE?

o PAGEVIEWS BY MONTH traffic by day of week
g T day unigues pageviews

M | L | | | Monday 166,808 235,496
_‘—\_f Tuesday 151,393 224,365
aM N N N S A N A S Wednesday 145,133 208,824
Thursday 130,688 194,388
2M ettt Friday 133,898 192,554
Saturday 115,590 164,893
c;am Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Sunday 105,401 153,939
daily mean 135,559 196,351




WHAT IS AN “AMA”

Reddit initialism for “Ask Me Anything”
It is essentially a crowd-sourced interview.

Someone of interest submits a text post describing why
they are of interest and announces “AMA!”

Users then submit comments to the post asking their
qguestions, which the original poster answers as many
as he can (or wants to, these things can get pretty

big!)

/r/IAmMA is dedicated entirely to AMAs




BARRIERS TO SUCCESSFUL SCIENCE AMAS
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HOW DOES /R/SCIENCE ADDRESS THESE
ISSUES?

/r/science organizes, promotes and polices the AMAs we host to remove
these barriers.

We handle all of the reddit-specific actions.
* account creation
* posting
e promotion

We provide for a civil discussion by rigorous enforcement of rules of
discourse.

* more than 600 moderators all with a minimum of a BS degree in
a science, (200+ are PhDs)

* Extensive automated language filters to remove known bad
behavior

* “Hard questions are ok, uncivil behavior is not.”

We work with scientists via email, and sometimes phone calls to
address concerns and refine text.

We host one AMA per day maximum, and only scientists.



SOME EXAMPLES

All /r/science AMAs are viewable at this link:
http://www.reddit.com/r/science/search?q=flair%3A%27AMA%27 &sort=new&re

strict_sr=on
IScience AMA Series| Science AMA Science AMA Series: I'm Temple Grandin, professor of animal science at
Colorado State University and autism advocate. AMA! v [T]
submitted 15 days ago * (last edited 15 days ago) by Prof Temple_Grandin - Professor/Animal Science|Colorado State University] [H] [N]
*] 1346 comments share save hide spam remove report nsfw [1=c]

IScience AMA Series| Psychology AMA Science AMA Series:I'm David Dunning, a social psychologist whose
research focuses on accuracy and illusion in self-judgment (you may have heard of the Dunning-Kruger effect).

How good are we at “knowing thyself"? AMA! v [T]
submitted 19 days ago * (last edited 19 days ago) by Dr_David_Dunning - [+1] Professor of Psychology|Cornell University  [H] [N]
*] 1371 comments share save hide spam remove report nsfw [I=c]

IScience AMA Seriess GMO AMA Science AMA Series: Ask Me Anything about Transgenic (GMQO) Crops! I'm

Kevin Folta, Professor and Chairman in the Horticultural Sciences Department at the University of Florida. v

[m
submitted 3 months ago by Prof_Kevin_Folta = Professor|U of Florida| Horticultural Sciences  [H] [N]

*] 2511 comments share save hide spam remove report nsfw [I=c]



http://www.reddit.com/r/science/search?q=flair:'AMA'&sort=new&restrict_sr=on

WHAT AN AMA LOOKS LIKE

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

4 ! [Beience AMA Series| |Epidemiology AMA® Science AMA Series: We are scientists at Los Alamos National :
1675 + Laboratory modeling infectious diseases using Internet systems and computational approaches, we just :
' published how to monitor and forecast diseases around the world using Wikipedia. Ask Us Anythingl

submitted 4 hours ago * (last edited 4 hours ago) by Dr_Sara_Del_Valle PhD| applied Math | Infectious Diseases|Lane | (H | 1

Hil We are scientists at Los Alamos Mational Laboratory (LANL). We're excited to talk about how to use Internet systems i
to understand and forecast diseases as well as anything related to modeling and simulation of infectious diseases. A :
copy of our recent paper can be found here: 5
http://www_ploscompbiol.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F 10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi. 1003892!" . Here is a brief description of :
each of us: 1

Nick Generous (/u/Dr_Nick_Generous <= ) is molecular biclogist turned epidemiologist primarily working in infectious
disease surveillance. His research focuses on issues surrounding surveillance system evaluation, disease data quality
and decision support. :

Geoffrey Fairchild (/u/Dr_Geoff_Fairchild <= 1) is a computer scientist interested in large-scale data analysis, disease
surveillance, and optimization. He recently defended his doctoral thesis at the University of lowa, where he was a :
member of the computational epidemiclogy (CompEpi) research group. He has been a graduate research assistantat =~
LANL for over 2 years. :

Alina Deshpande (/WwDr_Alina_Deshpande <= ¥} is a biomedical scientist. Her research interests are in the areas of
infectious disease surveillance and molecular diagnostics. She is a Principal Investigator funded by the Defense Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA) and leads a team that is developing decision support tools to facilitate situational awareness
for global infectious disease surveillance. She is also developing high-throughput, muliiplexed assays for clinical and
environmental diagnostics funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Sara Del Valle (/u/Dr_Sara_Del_Valle <= ¥} is an applied mathematician. Her research interests are in mathematical
and computational modeling for infectious diseases with a special focus on behavior. She is the Principal Investigator of
a National Institutes of Health (NIH)/Models of Infectious Disease Agent Study (MIDAS) project that focuses on i
. understanding the impact of behavior on disease spread and uncertainty quantification. MIDAS is the premier 5
+ collaboration research group that provides modeling and decision support to the federal government during disease
. emergencies.

Reid Priedhorsky (/u/Dr_Reid Priedhorsky <= ) is a staff scientist at LANL. His work in computer science focuses on
analysis of large-scale social systems, especially when applied to answering quantitative questions about the real world
that really matter.

We will back at 1 pm EST (6 pm GMT, 10 AM PST) to answer questions, AMAI

209 comments (154 new) source shae mod hide al child comments



COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS

top 200 comments show all 200 | subscribe |
sorted by best w

navigate by: submitter | moderator | friend | me | admin | highlighted | gilded | lAmA | images | videos | popular | new

4[] Zartenk <= [H] 33 points 3 hours ago
< (Can forecast simulations account for mutations in the infectious agent?

permalink mod source

4. [-] BearcatChemist - BS|Chemistry’ [H] BS points 3 hours ago

“ Ju/Dr_Alina_Deshpande <= : My wife is considering pursuing a pHD in biomedical science. She is currently in a Masters
program in Biochemistry. | believe her interests lie with infectious diseases at the molecular level. She has a background
in nursing and lab work, and also has an interest in clinical trials. Do you have any advice for her, generally or
specifically?
Also, two guestions to all of you - In movies like Resident Evil. when entire cities are quarantined - Is this the correct
approach? Would you advise handling an outbreak of that magnitude differently?

What is your strategy in games like Pandemic?

permalink mod source

A [-] m : PhD | Grganic-Polymer chemistry’ [Mod erator - speaking officially.][H] 25 points 4 hours ago

¥ Science AMAs are posted early to give readers a chance to ask questions vote on the questions of others before the
AMA starts.
The LANL Group is a guest of /r/science and has volunteered to answer questions, please treat them with due respect.
Comment rules will be strictly enforced, and uncivil or rude behavior will result in a loss of privileges in /r/science.
IT you have scientific expertise, please verify this with our moderators by getting your account flaired with the appropriate
title. Instructions for obtaining flair are here: reddit Science Flair Instructions (Flair is automatically synced with
/riEverythingScience as well.)

permalink source mod hide child comments

[+] phoncible <= [H] 1 point 18 minutes ogo (1 child)

4 | [-] LIKES_TO_ABDUCT - [H] 37 points 3 hours azo
- | How do you use Wikipedia to forecast diseases?

Epermalink source mod hide child comments

4[] yulongery <= [H] 12 points 2 hours ago*® (last edited 1 hour ago)

-~ Many people consult the Wikipedia article for a disease when they or people near them are afflicted by it. A
researcher can analyze the access logs of pertinent articles to determine where outbreaks might be occurring. Even
though Wikipedia doesn't publish visitors' IP addresses, a researcher can make some assumptions about where the
visitors are based on the language of the aricle.

Example: A huge surge in pageviews for an article about dengue fever in the Portuguese Wikipedia could evidence
an othreak in Brazil If 3 <imilar suroe hanoens in the Snanich Wikinediz two months Ister that conld mean the




SCIENCE AMA SUBMISSION GUIDE

We have a step-by-step guide for scheduling and submitting AMAs:

Reddit Science AMA Submission Guide

Any further questions can be emailed to sciencereddit@gmail.com



https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3fzgHAW-mVZeURRQnNhS1ktN1E/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:sciencereddit@gmail.com

