
 
 

 

Exploring the Role of Health Professional Students and Trainees as Members of the 

Health Workforce 

Session 6 of a Workshop Series: Scenario Planning 
 

December 8, 2021 

Workshop Objective: To facilitate discussions around testing a decision tree, applicable across all the health 

professions, to guide health professions leaders in creating a local strategy for the role of trainees in the 

health system 

 

WELCOME & BACKGROUND 

11am ET Welcome & Background  

 Erin Patel, Veterans Health Administration  

Describe the Decision-tree 

 Robert Cain, American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine, Co-chair   

11:10am Explain Case Study & Provide Instructions  

 Casey Shillam, University of Portland 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

11:20am Breakout Groups  

Exploring a decision-tree  

How well does the decision-tree work during regional, national, and global crises 

 Regional Crisis Group: An earthquake in the New Madrid Seismic Zone 

o Lead: Lisa VanHoose, Ujima Institute 

o Assisted by: Robert Cain, Planning Committee Co-chair 

 National Crisis Group: Dealing with a cyberattack 

o Lead: Jonathan Amiel, Columbia University 

o Assisted by: Erin Patel, Planning Committee Co-chair 

 Global Crisis Group: COVID mutations render vaccines and therapeutics ineffective 

o Lead: Kenya Beard, Chamberlain University 

o Assisted by: Jasmine Garland McKinny, Doctoral Student, UNC at Greensboro 

12:05pm 

 

 

 

Discussion  

Moderator: Casey Shillam, University of Portland 

 Report Back: Each group lead briefly describes the crisis and discussion  

 Roundtable Discussion: How well did this model set the stage for decision-making? 

12:45pm Adjourn  
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BACKGROUND 

 

 

Workshop Planning Committee Members 

 Robert Cain, DO (Co-Chair), President and CEO, American Association of Colleges of 

Osteopathic Medicine 

 Erin L. Patel, Psy.D (Co-Chair), Acting Chief, Health Professions Education, Office of 

Academic Affiliations, Veterans Health Administration 

 Jonathan Amiel, MD, Professor of Psychiatry, Senior Associate Dean for Innovation in 

Health Professions Education, Columbia University Vagelos College of Physicians & Surgeons 

 Kenya Beard, EdD, MS, Associate Provost for Social Mission and Academic Excellence, 

Chamberlain University  

 Jasmine Garland-McKinney, MS, LCMHC-A, NCC (Liaison to Student Group), Outpatient 

Clinical Counselor, Family Solutions, and Doctoral Student, University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro 

 Reena Karani, MD, MHPE, Professor of Medicine, Medical Education, and Geriatrics and 

Palliative Medicine, Director, Institute for Medical Education, Icahn School of Medicine at 

Mount Sinai 

 Mark Merrick, MA, PhD, Professor & Dean, College of Health and Human Services, The 

University of Toledo 

 Casey Shillam, PhD, RN, Dean and Professor, University of Portland School of Nursing 

 Lisa VanHoose, PhD, Owner and Executive Director, Ujima Institute, Monroe, Louisiana 

 

 

Statement of Task:  

A planning committee of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine will organize 

and conduct a series of public workshops to explore whether students and trainees should be viewed as 

members of the health workforce, particularly in times of emergency as was experienced during the 

COVID-19 public health crisis. Topics to be explored will include issues such as: 

 Identifying evidence on value-added roles for students to serve in the delivery of care and in a 

public health capacity 

 Building greater working-learning integration for a stronger learning health system 

 Balancing the role of learners as consumers (paying tuition) and not licensed providers versus 

members of the health workforce 

The planning committee will bring together educators, students, administrators, and health professionals 

to share ideas, experiences, and data in an effort to discuss the role of learners during a crisis by drawing 

upon past experiences. The planning committee will select and invite speakers and discussants, and 

moderate the discussions at the workshop. Following the workshop, a proceedings of the presentations 

and discussions will be prepared by a designated rapporteur in accordance with institutional guidelines. 
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