
Role of the Sponsor 
(Funder) in Research 
Studies

Rita F. Redberg, MD, MSc, FACC, FAHA

University of California, San Francisco



Disclosures

No financial conflicts

–Editor, JAMA Internal Medicine

–Funding from Arnold Ventures 
LLC, Greenwall Foundation, NHLBI

© 2022 Rita F. Redberg, MD, MSc



Lines that raise 
concern

“The sponsor…”

–Chose the sites

–Adjudicated the endpoints

–Participated in writing

–Reviewed the paper
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Stone GW, Lindenfeld J, Abraham WT, et al. Transcatheter Mitral-Valve Repair in Patients with Heart 
Failure. N Engl J Med. 2018;379(24):2307-2318. doi:10.1056/NEJMoa1806640

Total payments from Abbott 
(2015-2021)

1st author / Co-PI:
- $45,058.72 in general payments
- $54,696.00 in research funding

2nd author:
- $102,267.56 in general payments

3rd author:
- $129,410.09 in general payments
- $1,787.50 in research funding

Last author / Co-PI:
- $7,408.76 in general payments
- $378,073.46 in research funding
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Smith CR, Leon MB, Mack MJ, et al. Transcatheter versus surgical aortic-valve replacement in 
high-risk patients. N Engl J Med. 2011;364(23):2187-2198. doi:10.1056/NEJMoa1103510

Total payments from Edwards 
(2015-2021)

1st author / Co-PI:
- $14,434.98 in general payments
- $268,300.00 in research funding

2nd author / Co-PI:
- $67,604.57 in general payments
- $2,722,248.10 in research funding



Guidelines for High-Quality Research

–Independent, highly qualified 
academic investigators

–Don’t need sponsor’s “help” to:
–Put together/run trial
–Do data analysis
–Write up results
–AKA influence the results
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Drugmaker vetoed publication 
of study

–Dr. Betty Dong (UCSF Pharmacy) 
funded by Boots Pharmaceuticals

–Results: generic drugs had bio-
equivalence to Synthroid

–UC has since banned contracts 
allowing funder control of publication
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https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB83038763545145500? Published April 25, 1996.



Moving forward

–Journals (ICMJE) should consider restricting role 
of sponsor for submitted papers

– Example of clinical trial registration requirement

– Investigators should be independent of sponsor 
in all aspects of study design, data analysis, 
and writing
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Thank you!
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