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Are some police departments more or less prone to 
killing people under similar conditions? Which ones?
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• National Officer-Involved Homicide Database (NOIHD)
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3 Primary Problems:
• Agency discretion
• Aggregation of incidents
• Deaths not deadly force



URSUS: California’s use of force incident reporting database

• State-mandated reporting for a subset of use of force incidents
– Results in serious bodily injury or death of anyone involved (including officer)
– Discharge of a firearm

• Incident-level data by zip-code, date, and agency

• Officer and non-officer characteristics

• Incident characteristics



Thank you!

Please feel free to reach out by emailing 
jgagne@stanford.edu
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