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“…experts foresee the expanded use of streaming data analysis, pre-
programmed threshold alerts and improvements in the way in which we 
visualize the data analysis that the computer performs on its own.” 

“We will move from near real-time analysis to true real-time analysis 
and then to a ‘predictive policing’ posture wherein more accurate and 
reliable probability modeling will be utilized to forecast potential crime 
trends over an increasing time span.” 

Source: William J. Bratton and Sean W. Malinowski, “Police Performance Management in Practice: Taking 
COMPSTAT to the Next Level,” Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice 2, no. 3 (2008): 259–65.
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Definitions
What is “person-based predictive policing”?

Predictive policing refers to using data to predict when and where crime is more 
likely to occur in the future

Person-based predictive policing involves predicting who is more likely to be 
involved in future criminal activity, either as offender or victim  

Challenges with definitional clarity: definitions too broad and encompass almost 
every policing strategy, fuzzy concepts, terminology partially abandoned due to 
critique, practitioners don’t use the term

Law Enforcement Use of Predictive Policing Approaches: A Workshop / June 24-25, 2024 / NAS



Police have been forecasting crime for a long time

1. Codification, quantification, computation

2. Increased role of private vendors (less transparent)
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So, what is new about person-based predictive policing?



Example applications
Moving beyond hypotheticals

1. Operation LASER in Los Angeles, CA
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Example applications
Moving beyond hypotheticals

1. Operation LASER in Los Angeles, CA

2. Strategic Subjects List in Chicago, IL
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Example applications
Moving beyond hypotheticals

1. Operation LASER in Los Angeles, CA

2. Strategic Subjects List in Chicago, IL

3. Prolific Offenders in Pasco County, FL
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Panelists
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John Hollywood Senior Operations Researcher at the RAND Corporation

Dr. Scott Mourtgos Incoming Assistant Professor in the Department of Criminology & 
Criminal Justice at the University of South Carolina

Thomas Abt Center for the Study and Practice of Violence Reduction and Associate 
Research Professor in the Department of Criminology and Criminal 
Justice at the University of Maryland 

Will each present for ~15 minutes
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