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Level Examples

Macro Policies and programs Planning, implementation and evaluation
of public health programs

Meso Service provision and 
payment

Reimbursement
Quality management at service and national level

Micro Persons and health care 
professionals

Clinical quality management
Clinical outcome measurement
Goal setting and monitoring

… is important at all levels of the health system. 
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Level Data sources

Macro Policies and programs
Population studies

Cohort studies

Administrative data

Clinical studies

Clinical data

…

Meso Service provision and 
payment

Micro Persons and health care 
professionals

… is available through different data sources. 
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Level Methods for data collection

Macro Policies and programs Population surveys

Registries

Health records

Patient-reported outcome measures (PROMs)

Clinician-administered assessments

Clinical tests

… 

Meso Service provision and 
payment

Micro Persons and health care 
professionals

… is collected with various data collection tools. 
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WHO (2001)



 Perspectives: 
Biological health

Lived health
Appraisal

Functioning information
… requires comparability.
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… requires comparability. 
 Conceptual equivalence

     Metric equivalence 



Functioning information
… standardizing data collection
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Allows to continue existing data collection tools

Enables comparability of data over time

Requires transformation

Assessments and reporting are unified

Requires change in practice

Loss of comparability of data over time 

Maritz et al. (2020)

… standardizing reporting
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… standardizing reporting

Concept equivalence: ICF Linking Rules

Metric equivalence: 

Instrument equating using Rasch measurement model

Cieza et al. (2019)

Andrich (2013)



Functioning
… is multidimensional. 
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WHO (2001)

Extent ICF categories in the ICF sets were covered by the Clinical Assessment Tools 
with and without the additional ICF categories identified in the Patient interviews:

Pongpipatpaiboon et al. (2020; pg. 8)
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… is interactive. 
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Lived health is an outcome of the interaction 
between a person‘s capacity 

and the environment. 

 Role of contextual factors in 
dis-/en- ablement process

 

WHO (2001)



Functioning
… is continuous. 
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Hodel et al. (2021; pg. 9)

 Interpretability: 
e.g. minimal clinically important difference 
(MCID)



In Conclusion: Challenges and Opportunities

… is important at all levels of the health system.

Functioning information …
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… is multidimensional.

… is interactive. 

… is continuous.

Functioning …

Functioning, as the main outcome of rehabilitation, uniquely positions rehabilitation as a 
health strategy at the intersection of various disciplines and fields of practice. 

The related information needs to reflect and enable living up to this claim. 
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