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The Bermuda principles

• Primary Genomic Sequence Should 
be Rapidly Released

• Sequence assemblies should be 
released as soon as possible; in 
some centres, assemblies of 
greater than 1 Kb would be 
released automatically on a daily 
basis.

• Finished annotated sequence 
should be submitted immediately 
to the public databases.



Patenting of genes



Patenting of genes

• Held: A naturally occurring DNA 
segment is a product of nature 
and not patent eligible merely 
because it has been isolated, but 
cDNA is patent eligible because 
it is not naturally occurring.



Data sharing - funders

• The final DMS Policy states that 
“[s]hared scientific data should 
be made accessible as soon as 
possible, and no later than the 
time of an associated 
publication, or the end of the 
award/support period, 
whichever comes first.” 



Data sharing – research community

• GenBank will, upon request, 
withhold release of new 
submissions for a specified period 
of time. However, if the accession 
number or sequence data appears 
in print or online prior to the 
specified date, your sequence will 
be released. In order to prevent the 
delay in the appearance of 
published sequence data, we urge 
authors to inform us of the 
appearance of the published data. 



Data sharing - journals

• PLoS Biology

All data and related metadata underlying reported findings should 
be deposited in appropriate public data repositories, unless 
already provided as part of a submitted article. Repositories may 
be either subject-specific repositories that accept specific types 
of structured data, or cross-disciplinary generalist repositories 
that accept multiple data types.



Thank you!
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