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Who are Cancer Registrars?

• Cancer registrars  are data information 
specialists

• They capture a complete history, 
diagnosis, treatment, and health status for 
every cancer patient in the U.S. 

• Data are used to monitor and advance 
cancer treatments, conduct research, and 
improve cancer prevention and screening 
efforts.



Ensuring Data Quality



1974: NCRA Chartered
7,000: NCRA Members
5,872: ODS-Certified Professionals
27: NCRA-Accredited Formal 
Education Programs

Mis s ion: Empower and advance 
registry professionals  through 
innovations in education, advocacy, 
credentialing, and strategic 
partnerships.



Oncology Data Specialist (ODS) Credential



NCRA Education



Registry Workforce Research



NCRA Workforce Research 
Cancer Regis try Workforce

95% satisfied with profession

19% plan to retire or leave the profession in the next five years

Regis try Leads  Concerns
  
88% recruiting well-trained staff 

82% compensating staff well enough to retain them

77% funding additional positions

25% filling vacancies



Require Credentials to Ensure Data Quality
CDC-NPCR Program Standards

The CDC-NPCR’s Administration and Operations Standard 1.2 requires QA/QC managers 
and ETC positions must be filled by qualified, experienced certified tumor registrars.

American College of Surgeons’ CoC Accreditation Standard 4.3
Those performing cancer case abstracting hold a current ODS credential; those 

performing case abstracting under the supervision of an ODS-credentialed registrar 
must pass the ODS exam within three years of the date hired.

New Jersey State Cancer Registry
A health care facility which diagnoses or treats 100 or more cases per year must have all 

abstracting work performed by an oncology data specialist who is certified by NCRA.

New York State Cancer Registry
All reporting facilities with more than 100 diagnosed cases per year must have a 

certified tumor registrar perform abstracting and reporting functions.



Websites
www.ncra-usa.org
www.CancerRegistryEducation.org
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