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5th International Polar Year 2032-33

 Early 2021: Discussions among several 
International, Arctic and Antarctic organisations 
started 

 December 2022: Joint Statement on the 5th IPY 
from IASC and SCAR in cooperation with WMO, 
ISC, UArctic, IASSA, APECS and other partners

 October 2023: Initial IPY Concept Note published 
by:
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 April 2022 – SCAR community survey. 436 
respondents (of whom 75% participated in the last 
IPY) indicates broad support for IPY5 as likely to 
foster science/research that would not otherwise 
be possible (8.1)

 Respondents expect IPY5 to impact on

 Public perception of polar regions (34%)

 Policy in the polar regions (32%)

 Own research (24%) 

 Own career (10%)



Why an IPY in 2032-33?

 To bring the long-standing tradition of organising regular IPYs to 
an era of unprecedented need for large-scale coordinated 
research on polar and global changes.

 To provide a vital opportunity to close outstanding major 
knowledge gaps through targeted attention and globally-
coordinated action

 To foster vital cooperation among countries, disciplines, 
programmes, and knowledge systems to produce urgently 
needed actionable information to support evidence-based 
challenges.

 To build on the methodological, technological, and 
epistemological advancements of the 4th IPY, including major 
shifts toward working across knowledge systems;

 To achieve a a step-change in transdisciplinary polar research 
through meaningful integration of natural sciences, social 
sciences, humanities research, and Indigenous knowledge 
systems.
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IPY Planning – Interim Structure

 IPY Planning Group of currently 17 international 
organisations

 Interim Executive Committee

 Task Teams on specific planning tasks

 Interim IPY Secretariat hosted tempoarily by the 
IASC and SCAR Secretariats

Contact: info@iasc.info and info@scar.org

mailto:info@iasc.info
mailto:info@scar.org


IPY Planning - Next Key Steps

 Summer 2024: Open call for international Arctic / Antarctic 
organisations to join the IPY Planning Group

 October 2024: Updated Concept Note published with more 
details on country and stakeholder engagement 

 2024 and 2025: Public Consultations and Engaging Polar 
Stakeholder, Rightsholders and the Research Community in 
defining and shaping the plans and visions for the IPY. 

 Until mid 2025: Identifying host and funding for IPY 
Secretariat

 Until end of 2025: Defining the ramp-up Period (2026 –
2031) for the IPY
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