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Importance of Scientific Ocean Drilling

• Microbiology NEEDS transdisciplinary science (and 
geologists need us too!)

• Access to fresh samples from the deep subsurface 
provides understanding to limits of life but also 
discoveries like natural products

• The subsurface is still ALIVE and this information 
is lost hours, days, weeks after drilling has 
commenced

• CORK observatories may be our last window to 
the subsurface if the scientific drilling door is 
closed
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