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Do we really need the data?
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• Simple easy to use forms

• Keep questions short and to the 
point

• Don’t overwhelm people with 
seemingly irrelevant questions

• What’s the point/why do you 
actually need the data? 

• Try not to ask every question of 
interest, utilize point in time surveys

• If you can’t explain why you’re 
asking, think twice about asking
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Which one would your rather 
answer?
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Option A
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Option B
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Needs from a state perspective

• No need to prove what we already know

• Data collection needs to be short, easy to complete, 
and not overburdensome

• Data collection from the community should never be 
a requirement for service - decline or choose not to 
participate is important

• Less is more, more data can be a barrier to service
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