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Our Policy Work

▪“Chief’s Committee to Secure and Safeguard Sovereignty, possession over Data, Genomics, AI 

and their uses” Anishinabek Nation Grand Council Assembly, Red Rock Indian Band, June 2022

▪ “Preventing Evasion of Tribal Nation Data Sovereignty in the Health Research Sector by Means of 

Technological Modernization in an Unsettled Regulatory Frontier” National Congress of American 

Indians, #SAC-22-026, November 2022

▪ “Tribal Data Sovereignty and Research Governance Plan” Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, May 2023

▪ “Oceti Sakowin Wóopȟe of Big Data, Omics, and Artificial Intelligence Technologies Policy 

Guidance” Oceti Sakowin Treaty Conference (Seven Council Fires of the Sioux) December 2022 

(pending)



UNCERTAINTY IN _DATA_

• Technical – techniques of measurements get better or methods change

• Process – statistics , analysis, interpretation

• Predictive – data quality, appropriate scale (broad or refined), 

•                      associative contexts

• Unanticipated – Radioactive containment (tolerance estimates), 

•                            Climate change (long time scale)

• What’s forgotten?

• Human failings and frailty – racism, greed, (ex.  Data hasn’t rid us of Tobacco)

• Culturomics – Is Data objective? (ex. Dragon & Unicorn → gunpowder)





Data to Recreate and Predict



Machine Learning will scrape data and follow bread crumbs making 
PRIVACY harder to achieve: Anti 4th & 6th amendment? Illegal Search and Seizure?



Regulate and avoid The Hoover:
There’s a Wild West of Data Capture & a Disrespect of Tribal 
Regulation (Regulations are Data too)

“Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and Threatens Democracy”, Cathy O'Neil, Book 2016
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www.nativebio.org

We Thank You for Your Attention 
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