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• Christianson, Johnston, 
et al. submitted

42%
(583/1387) 
of wildfire 

evacuation events 
between 1980-2021

were of 

Communities with >50% 
Indigenous population

4.9%
Canadian population 

identifies as 

Indigenous

68% of wildfire evacuation 
events in Canada occur in the 
boreal/hemi-boreal, making up 
69% of wildfire evacuees 
between 1980-2021.



Christianson, Johnston, 
et al. submitted

Communities with 
>50% Indigenous 

population
Direct Threat 

60%
~349 events

Smoke Only

35.7%
~208 events

Other/Unknown 

4.3%
~25 events



Cultural Burning 
Indigenous peoples ‘sought to replace fires of chance with fires of 
choice’ (Pyne, 2007, p. 23). “cleaning the land”

Using fire to achieve specific cultural objectives

•“I didn’t set the forest on fire just for the sake of burning, but so 
that I could return to hunt the next year and live” (Ferguson, 1979, 
p.81). 

•Cultural severance has had major implications
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