
Resources Used in the Presentation Given by Margaret Spring, Monterey Bay 
Aquarium and Robert Ellis-Hutchings, Dow: 

 
Introduction to Microplastics and Health Implications:  

 
Where are we and where are we going? 

 

• ITRC Plastic webpage 
o ‘Plasticosis’: Characterising macro- and microplastic-associated fibrosis in seabird 

tissues 
o Microplastics exacerbate virus-mediated mortality in fish 
o The impacts of plastics’ life cycle 
o 2022: Reckoning with the U.S. Role in Global Ocean Plastic Waste (covers 

microplastics briefly, not a microplastics focus) 
o 2023  Microplastics Occurrence, Health Effects, and Mitigation Policies. CalSPEC 

Report to CA Legislature 
• 2023: The Minderoo-Monaco Commission on Plastics and Human Health  

o UNEP Summary Microplastics: The long legacy left behind by plastic pollution  
o Update on the EASAC Plastics Report: Towards a Plastics Treaty  
o NEGLECTED: Environmental Justice Impacts of Marine Litter and Plastic Pollution 
o CA: Microplastics in drinking water 
o CA:Statewide Microplastics Strategy. 

• Microplastic pollution in CA: a precautionary framework and scientific guidance to assess 
and address risk to the marine environment 

o Nordic Council of Ministers: https://www.norden.org/en/publication/addressing-
microplastics-global-agreement-plastic-pollution 

o EU action against microplastics 
• Microplastics in wastewater treatment plants: Sources, properties, removal efficiency, 

removal mechanisms, and interactions with pollutants  
• Where the Rubber Meets the Road: Emerging Environmental Impacts of Tire Wear Particles 

and Their Chemical Cocktails 
• Mobilizing Federal Action on Plastic Pollution: Progress, Principles, and Priorities 
• Compilation of draft text of the international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, 

including in the marine environment 

 

https://mp-1.itrcweb.org/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304389423003722#fig0045
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304389423003722#fig0045
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S004896972208295X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S259033222300249X
https://nap.nationalacademies.org/read/26132/chapter/1https:/nap.nationalacademies.org/read/26132/chapter/1
https://uccs.ucdavis.edu/sites/g/files/dgvnsk12071/files/media/documents/CalSPEC-Report-Microplastics-Occurrence-Health%20Effects-and-Mitigation-Policies.pdf
https://annalsofglobalhealth.org/articles/10.5334/aogh.4056
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/microplastics-long-legacy-left-behind-plastic-pollution
https://easac.eu/publications/details/update-on-the-easac-plastics-report-towards-a-plastics-treaty
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/neglected-environmental-justice-impacts-marine-litter-and-plastic-pollution
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/microplastics.html
https://www.opc.ca.gov/webmaster/ftp/pdf/agenda_items/20220223/Item_6_Exhibit_A_Statewide_Microplastics_Strategy.pdf
https://www.opc.ca.gov/webmaster/ftp/pdf/agenda_items/20220223/Item_6_Exhibit_A_Statewide_Microplastics_Strategy.pdf
https://www.opc.ca.gov/webmaster/_media_library/2021/05/Microplastics-Risk-final-report.pdf
https://www.opc.ca.gov/webmaster/_media_library/2021/05/Microplastics-Risk-final-report.pdf
https://www.norden.org/en/publication/addressing-microplastics-global-agreement-plastic-pollution
https://www.norden.org/en/publication/addressing-microplastics-global-agreement-plastic-pollution
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/048dd075-6e47-11ee-9220-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/048dd075-6e47-11ee-9220-01aa75ed71a1
https://iwaponline.com/wst/article/87/3/685/93169/Microplastics-in-wastewater-treatment-plants
https://iwaponline.com/wst/article/87/3/685/93169/Microplastics-in-wastewater-treatment-plants
https://iwaponline.com/wst/article/87/3/685/93169/Microplastics-in-wastewater-treatment-plants
https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_Report.cfm?dirEntryId=361070&Lab=CPHEA
https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_Report.cfm?dirEntryId=361070&Lab=CPHEA
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Mobilizing-Federal-Action-on-Plastic-Pollution-Progress-Principles-and-Priorities-July-2024.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/45858/Compilation_Text.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/45858/Compilation_Text.pdf

