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Cannabis Product or Not?

. California, along with the rest of the nation, is experiencing an explosion of hemg rushed to emergency
| e ‘ a n n a | S departments due to accidental ingestion/overconsumption of psychoactive cannabis products that often mimic
some of their favorite brands of candy, soda, or snacks. Don't believe us?
Do you think a child could distinguish these cannabis products from the commonly sold ones or

Kids Menu T

Bobhbi Hyll: Flowes. Depicion of youth friendly
imaggry, imitates popular animated tv show, if's
branding (logo, colors), and characiers, use of
bight colars £ cannahis plant graphic.

MacFlurry: Flowes. Imiates popular fast food

Many products,

even of very high e
potency, are
blatantly attractive |
to kids ==

name, lago and mushroom house imagery.
MName of brand, Yogi Baer, is a vanant of the

name of a popular carioon character.

Sweet Treats: Packaging and preduct imitates
commanly sold kids rice crispy treat/cereal,
features flavor descnpfion, contains multiple
doses (10/package) not physically separated.
use of bright colors.

Beverages: Each can, a nomal drink size, has
ten doses of cannabis. Amie’s depicts a cartoon
character, fruits images and a rocketship, and

Gummies: Prominent display of fruits and
fiavors, including tropical, marketed as having

Ejﬁﬂfrl:;? R wmhwmg Kush" imitates
Gact.ingir.ﬁh‘ght.
"Ef,m__;.m »= YouthForward
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Prenatal cannabis

se associated with
iIstance to and
ensity of legal

cannabis retailers

in Northern
Californiain 2018

Cross sectional study of 39,278
pregnancies in Kaiser Permanente




Adjusted Odds
Ratios (aOR) for
Prenatal Cannabis
Use by Proximity
to and Density of
Cannabis Retailers
Northern
California 2018
(n=39,278)

Cannabis

Group use, %  aOR (95%CI) P value
Proximity
Drive time to nearest retailer
Continuous (per 5 minutes) 8.1 0.96 (0.95-0.98) " <001
Categorical, min
<5 9.6 1 [Reference] :
5-9 89  0.97(0.86-1.10) — 67
10-19 1.7 0.96 (0.85-1.08) " A48
220 6.9 0.78(0.69-0.88) ——=—— 3 <.001
Density :
Number of retailers < 15 min .
Continuous (per retailer) 8.1 1.02 (1.01-1.02) s <001
Categorical
0 1.0 1 [Reference]
1-2 8.5 1.16(1.02-1.32) j & 02
3-5 8.0 1.20(1.06-1.35) : ] 004
zb 9.5 1.29(1.17-1.42) | <.001
0.66 10 15

a0R (95% C1)

Source: Young-Wolff KC, Slama NE, Padon AA, Silver LD, et
al JAMA Network Open 2022.



https://jamanetwork-com.ucsf.idm.oclc.org/searchresults?author=Kelly+C.+Young-Wolff&q=Kelly+C.+Young-Wolff

Adolescent
psychosis positively
associated with
egal retail access,
ess distance to
nearest retailer,
and retail density

Cross sectional EHR based study of 95,000 adolescents
ages 13-17 years in Kaiser Permanente Northern

Californiain 2021




Past year psychotic disorder diagnosis by local cannabis policy,
and distance to and density of retailers
in Northern California adolescents, 2022 (n=95,000)

Past Year Measure aRR (95% CI)

Local cannabis policy

PSyC h Ot I C Storefront and delivery allowed 1 [Reference]

Delivery only allowed 0.52 (0.31,0.88) ——— 0.010

D I S O rd e rS I n Storefront and delivery banned 0.67 (0.48,0.92) —— 0.010
N O rt h e r n Drive time to nearest retailer (min)

<10 1 [Reference]

Ca | |fO n | d >10 0.66 (0.49,0.88) - 0.005
AdO|escentS 2021 Number of retailers =15 min
1 0 1 [Reference]
by |Oca | pO| |Cy, 1-5 1.45 (0.96,2.20) = 0.076
dlstance to and 26 1.58 (1.08,2.32) = 0.019
density of

cannabis retailers 005 [8uld 20 23

Source: NIDA RO1DA058201 (Young-Wolff)
Young-Wolff KC, Silver LD, et al. In preparation. Preliminary data not for citation




Our state and local cannabis policies are directly associated

with major risks for adverse outcomes in children and youth

including those arising from in utero exposure and cannabis
associated psychosis and schizophrenia.

Legal stores probably don’t just “substitute” the corner dealer.



Time for a Clarion Call for Guardrails

* Rethinking models of economic structuring of the legal industry to avoid a new Big Tobacco,
consider nonprofit and monopoly models

* Building regulatory systems exempt from conflict of interest and focused on harm reduction

* Prioritizing not driving up consumption or harm over economic growth and rapid replacement of
the illicit industry

 Significantly dialing back product diversification and increasing potency that increases risk of
serious harms

* Creating rigorous guardrails on production quantity, product content, marketing characteristics,
claims, advertising and requiring plain packaging

* Ending the cannabis “kids menu”

e Requiring accurate consumer information through prominent graphic warnings on packages and
ads, public education and restraints on claims

* Building federal leadership with or without legalization
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