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The Cannabis 
Kids Menu

Many products, 
even of very high 
potency, are 
blatantly attractive 
to kids



Prenatal cannabis 
use associated with 
distance to and 
density of legal 
cannabis retailers 
in Northern 
California in 2018
Cross sectional study of 39,278 
pregnancies in Kaiser Permanente 



Adjusted Odds 
Ratios (aOR) for 
Prenatal Cannabis 
Use by Proximity 
to and Density of 
Cannabis Retailers 
Northern 
California 2018 
(n=39,278)

Source: Young-Wolff KC, Slama NE, Padon AA, Silver LD, et 
al JAMA Network Open 2022.  

https://jamanetwork-com.ucsf.idm.oclc.org/searchresults?author=Kelly+C.+Young-Wolff&q=Kelly+C.+Young-Wolff


Adolescent 
psychosis positively 
associated with 
legal retail access, 
less distance to 
nearest retailer, 
and retail density
Cross sectional EHR based study of 95,000 adolescents 
ages 13-17 years in Kaiser Permanente Northern 
California in 2021



Past Year 
Psychotic 

Disorders in 
Northern 
California 

Adolescents 2021 
by local policy, 

distance to and 
density of 

cannabis retailers
Source: NIDA R01DA058201 (Young-Wolff)
Young-Wolff KC, Silver LD, et al. In preparation. Preliminary data not for citation



Our state and local cannabis policies are directly associated 
with major risks for adverse outcomes in children and youth 
including those arising from in utero exposure and cannabis 

associated psychosis and schizophrenia. 

Legal stores probably don’t just “substitute” the corner dealer. 



Time for a Clarion Call for Guardrails
• Rethinking  models of economic structuring of the legal  industry to avoid a new Big Tobacco, 

consider nonprofit and monopoly models
• Building regulatory systems exempt from conflict of interest and focused on harm reduction 
• Prioritizing not driving up consumption or harm over economic growth and rapid replacement of 

the illicit industry
• Significantly dialing back product diversification and increasing potency that increases risk of 

serious harms
• Creating rigorous guardrails on production quantity, product content, marketing characteristics, 

claims, advertising and requiring plain packaging
• Ending the cannabis “kids menu”
• Requiring accurate consumer information through prominent graphic warnings on packages and 

ads, public education and restraints on claims
• Building federal leadership with or without legalization



Thank you

Lynn Silver lsilver@phi.org
917-974-7065
www.gettingitrightfromthestart.org 
& the team – A. Padon; J. Soroosh, R Whitacre, B. 
Simard, K. Gonzalez Garcia, Z. Kaldveer, C. Carter

Support:
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
California Tobacco Related  Disease Research 
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