The National Academies of
SCIENCES * ENGINEERING * MEDICINE

SOCIETAL EXPERTS ACTION NETWORK (SEAN)
Advisory Group
Biographical Sketches

Timothy Blute is director for the Center for Best Practices at the National Governor’s
Association, where he leads a team of policy experts who identify, research and disseminate best
practices in state public policy. Previously, he served as program director for the Center for Best
Practices’ Homeland Security & Public Safety Division. Blute focused on cybersecurity, public
safety communications and information sharing. Prior to joining NGA, Blute served as
intelligence analyst in the Counterterrorism Division of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
detailee to the Office of the General Counsel at the National Security Law Branch and intern for
the U.S. Department of the Treasury. Blute holds a J.D. from the American University
Washington College of Law.

Mollyann Brodie is executive vice president and chief operating officer at the Henry J. Kaiser
Family Foundation and executive director of KFF’s Public Opinion and Survey Research
Program. As COOQ, she oversees KFF’s budgeting, human resources, facilities management, and
the executive operations of the President’s Office and Board of Trustees. As ED of public
opinion and survey research, she oversees KFF’s polling work including the monthly health
tracking poll and ongoing survey partnerships with news media organizations. A distinguished
public opinion scholar, her research efforts focus on understanding the U.S. public’s views and
knowledge on health care policy issues, and the role of opinion in health policy debates. Her
research has been published in the Journal of the American Medical Association; New England
Journal of Medicine; Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law; and Health Affairs. She is co-
editor of the book American Public Opinion and Health Care. She is a past president of the
American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) and the 2018 recipient of the
Roper Center’s Warren J. Mitofsky Award for Excellence in Public Opinion Research. She
received a M.S. in health policy and management and a Ph.D. in health policy from Harvard
University.

Ron Carlee is assistant professor (clinical) at Old Dominion University, where he teaches
graduate courses in public administration in the Strome College of Business, School of Public
Service. His teaching and research are informed by his previous professional work as the City
Manager of Charlotte, North Carolina, County Manager of Arlington, Virginia, Director of
Health and Human Services in Arlington, Virginia, and Chief Operating Officer of the
International City/County Management Associations (ICMA). Courses taught include managing
local government, public budgeting and finance, human resources, ethics, policy, and
administrative theory. He previously taught similar courses as an adjunct in the George
Washington University Trachtenberg School of Public Administration and Public Policy for 19
years. Carlee’s focus is on translating theory to practice, especially among local governments in
partnership with non-profits, businesses, and direct public engagement. He conducts research and
workshops on social equity, agile process improvement, and crisis management. Recent
collaborations have included Toyo University, ICMA, Ohio City/County Management
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Association, Colorado City/County Management Association, and the Virginia Municipal
League. Carlee is a Fellow in the National Academy of Public Administration. His holds a B.A.
from the University of Montevallo, an M.A. in Urban Studies from the University of Alabama-
Birmingham, and a D.P.A. from George Mason University.

Prudence L. Carter is the Sarah and Joseph Jr. Dowling Professor of Sociology at Brown
University. Prior to that she was the E.H. and Mary E. Pardee professor and dean of the Graduate
School of Education at Berkeley. Her research focuses on factors that both shape and reduce
economic, social and cultural inequalities among social groups in schools and society. A
sociologist, she examines academic and mobility differences influenced by the dynamics of race,
ethnicity, poverty, class, and gender in U.S. and global society. She was the Jacks Family
professor of education and professor of sociology (by courtesy) at Stanford University. She was
also the faculty director of John W. Gardner Center for Youth and Their Communities, and the
director of the Research Institute for Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity. Prior to joining
the Stanford faculty in 2007, she was associate professor of sociology at Harvard University. She
is an elected a member of the National Academy of Education; the Sociological Research
Association; and a fellow of the American Educational Research Association (AERA). She also
serves on the board of trustees and chairs the Program Committee of the William T. Grant
Foundation and is a board member of SOAR (Support, Opportunities, and Rapport) for Youth.
She earned a M.A. in sociology and education from Teachers College, Columbia University, and
a Master of Philosophy and Ph.D. in sociology from Columbia University.

Michael Dimock is president of Pew Research Center, a nonpartisan fact tank that informs the
public about the issues, attitudes and trends shaping America and the world. A political scientist
by education and training, Dimock was tapped to join the Center in 2000 by its founding
director, the late Andrew Kohut. Dimock became associate director for research in 2004 and
director of the Center’s political polling unit in 2012. An expert on American political opinion,
he co-authored several of the Center’s landmark research reports, including studies of long-term
trends in American political and social values and reports on views of the candidates, campaigns
and key issues during several presidential election cycles. Dimock advanced to the key
leadership role of vice president in 2014, overseeing the execution and analysis of the largest
U.S. political survey that the Center has ever conducted. The survey provided an in-depth,
groundbreaking examination of the nature and scope of political polarization within the
American public. Dimock was named president later that year and has since been instrumental in
guiding the Center’s research and development efforts to strengthen the practice of survey
research and test new methods in data collection and analysis. Dimock received his Ph.D. in
political science.

Susan Fuhrman is past-president of Teachers College, Columbia University, founding director
of the Consortium for Policy Research in Education (CPRE), and past-president of the National
Academy of Education. Her work focuses on enhancing the quality of education research,
accountability in education, intergovernmental relationships, and standards-based reform, and
she has written widely on education policy and finance. Dr. Fuhrman’s substantial leadership
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track record includes her term as dean of the University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate School of
Education from 1995-2006, where she was also the school’s George and Diane Weiss professor
of education. Dr. Fuhrman serves on the board of directors of the Hawn Foundation and the
Advisory Board of Camino Education and is a member of the board of governors of the Pardee
RAND Graduate School and the American College of Greece. She is a former vice president of
the American Educational Research Association as well as a former trustee board member of the
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. She served as a non-executive director
of Pearson PLC, the international education and publishing company from 2004-2013. Dr.
Fuhrman received a Ph.D. in political science and education from Teachers College and
Columbia University.

Dan Gaylin is president and chief executive officer of NORC at the University of Chicago.
Gaylin, who brings 30 years of experience spanning government, private consulting, and not-for-
profit research organizations, joined NORC in 2000. He is a nationally recognized expert in
program evaluation, with a particular focus on health policy. Prior to joining NORC, Gaylin
served as senior advisor for research and planning at the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) Office of Health Policy, in which he managed a portfolio of research projects
designed to inform secretarial-level policy initiatives. In addition, he was co-chair of the
Prescription Drug Task Force that developed detailed information on prescription drug
utilization, costs, and access in a special report to the White House. Gaylin has published widely
in leading peer-reviewed journals, including the New England Journal of Medicine, JAMA,

and Health Affairs. Guided by a deep passion for the effective dissemination of research, Gaylin
co-founded The AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research at NORC, an innovative
partnership between NORC and The Associated Press (AP), one of the world’s largest media
organizations. He holds an MPA in health policy and quantitative analysis from the Woodrow
Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University, with an undergraduate
degree in biological basis of behavior from the University of Pennsylvania.

David Goldston is director of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Washington Office.
The Washington Office is MIT’s “embassy,” providing policymakers with information and
positions from MIT, and keeping the campus abreast of relevant developments in the nation's
capital. Prior to coming to MIT, he was director of government affairs at the Natural Resources
Defense Council, a leading environmental group, where he helped shape NRDC’s federal
political strategy, policies, and communications. Before his time at the NRDC, he served as chief
of staff of the House Committee on Science. After retiring from government service, he was a
visiting lecturer at Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International
Affairs, and at Harvard University Center for the Environment. He is currently an adjunct
professor at Georgetown University. From 2007 through November 2009, he wrote a monthly
column for Nature on science policy titled, “Party of One.” He is a member of the advisory
committee for the National Academies’ Climate Communications Initiative. He holds a B.A.
from Cornell University and completed the course work for a Ph.D. in American history at the
University of Pennsylvania.
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Myron P. Gutmann is professor and director of the Institute of Behavioral Science at the
University of Colorado, Boulder. He teaches courses about the social history of the United States
as well as about demographic history from a global perspective. His publications include two
books about early modern Europe, War and Rural Life in the Early Modern Low Countries
(Princeton University Press, 1980), and Toward the Modern Economy: Early Industry in Europe,
1500-1800 (Knopf, 1988). In addition, Gutmann has contributed to edited volumes about
historical populations, early modern Europe, and the confidentiality of spatial data, and written
more than ninety articles and chapters. Gutmann is well known for his long-running project on
the relationship between population, agriculture, and the environment on the U.S. Great Plains,
and for his work on the methodology of historical demography and the protection of respondent
confidentiality in social science surveys. His current research projects are about migration in the
United States during the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression, and a study of very small towns in
the United States from the 1930s to the Present. He is an elected fellow of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science and in 2007 was named a digital preservation
pioneer by the U.S. Library of Congress. He received his Ph.D. from Princeton University.

Anna Harvey is President of the Social Science Research Council; Professor of Politics,
Affiliated Professor of Data Science and Law, and Director of the Public Safety Lab at New
York University; and Co-Director of the Criminal Justice Expert Panel, a survey panel of
university-based researchers with expertise in criminal justice. The Public Safety Lab works with
teams of social scientists and data scientists to support more effective and more equitable
criminal justice practices. The Lab’s work is supported by Arnold Ventures, the Chan
Zuckerberg Initiative, the Pew Charitable Trusts, the William T. Grant Foundation, the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation, the Proteus Fund, the Global Institute of Advanced Study, the
Moore-Sloan Data Science Environment at New York University, and private donors. The Lab’s
projects include the Jail Data Initiative, a large-scale effort to collect daily individual-level jail
records in over 1,000 county jails in the United States, and the Prosecutorial Reform Initiative, a
collaborative effort with district attorney’s offices to develop more effective prosecutorial
policies. Professor Harvey is the author of two scholarly books and a co-authored casebook, in
addition to numerous peer-reviewed articles. She is a member of the Board of Trustees of Ohio
University.

E. Wayne Holden is RTI International’s fourth president and chief executive officer. He joined
RT]I as executive vice president of social and statistical sciences in 2005, overseeing the
organization’s largest unit. Prior to joining RTI, he served as vice president, senior vice
president, and ultimately president of the research company ORC Macro. Before joining ORC
Macro, he had a successful career in academia serving more than 10 years in a variety of roles in
the Department of Pediatrics at the University of Maryland’s School of Medicine. Dr. Holden
holds appointments as an adjunct professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral
Sciences at Duke University School of Medicine and as an adjunct professor in the Department
of Health Policy and Management at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Gillings
School of Global Public Health. Dr. Holden is a fellow of the American Psychological
Association and has authored more than 130 articles, books, and book chapters on various topics
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in clinical child/pediatric psychology and health services research. He currently serves on the
board of directors for the Research Triangle Foundation and the Emily Krzyzewski Center. He is
also on the board of advisors for the Frank Hawkins Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise and is
a member of the Children’s Mental Health Network Advisory Council. He earned his Ph.D. in
clinical/community psychology from the University of South Carolina.

David Lam is professor of economics, director of the Institute for Social Research, and research
professor in the Population Studies Center. He has served as president of the Population
Association of America and currently serves on the Council of the International Union for the
Scientific Study of Population. He has been a member of the Committee on Population of the
National Academy of Sciences, and has served as an advisor or consultant to the World Bank,
the U.S. National Institutes of Health, the United Nations Population Division, and the South
Africa Office of the Presidency. His research focuses on the interaction of economics and
demography in developing countries, including analysis of the economics of population growth,
fertility, marriage, and aging. He has worked extensively in Brazil and South Africa, where his
research analyzes links between education, labor markets, and income inequality. He is an
honorary professor of economics at the University of Cape Town. He earned his Ph.D. in
economics from the University of California, Berkeley.

Gary Langer is an internationally recognized public opinion researcher with expertise in
analysis of political, policy, economic and social attitudes, questionnaire design and survey
methodology and management. With more than 30 years in the field, Langer, a longtime director
of polling at ABC News, has overseen and analyzed many hundreds of surveys on a broad range
of topics. Langer has won two Emmy awards and received 10 Emmy nominations — the first and
only to cite public opinion polls — and was honored with the 2010 Policy Impact Award of the
American Association for Public Opinion Research for a series of surveys in Afghanistan and
Irag. He’s a two-time winner of the University of lowa-Gallup Award for Excellent Journalism
Using Polls, produced a pair of ABC News polls recognized by the Excellence in Media
Coverage of Polls Award from the National Council on Public Polls and shared a DuPont-
Columbia Award for ABC’s 9/11 coverage. Langer and his colleagues shared a 2015 David R.
Ogilvy Award for Excellence in Advertising Research with ESPN and its partner research firms
for their work on fan interest in the College Football Playoffs. He’s authored or co-authored
nearly 30 scholarly papers or book chapters and given scores of invited presentations on the
meaning and measurement of public attitudes. Langer is vice chair of the board of directors of
the Roper Center for Public Opinion Research, a trustee of the National Council on Public Polls
and past president of the New York chapter of the American Association for Public Opinion
Research. He is a graduate of the University of New Hampshire.

Linda Langston is president of Langston Strategies Group. Previously, she was director of
strategic relations for the National Association of Counties (NACo) and a member of the Linn
County (Iowa) Board of Supervisors. In that role she served as NACo’s 2013-2014 president and
led NACo’s efforts on Capitol Hill to protect the tax- exempt status of municipal bonds and other
legislative and federal priorities. Her presidential initiative was Resilient Counties, which
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focused on building communities’ capacity to be ready, resilient, agile and adaptive in the face of
natural, manmade and economic disasters. She currently serves as the co-chair of the Resilient
America Roundtable for the National Academy of Sciences and is on the National Advisory
Council for FEMA. Prior to her public service, she was the executive director of the History
Center in Cedar Rapids, lowa and the executive director of the Linn Mar School Foundation. She
received a B.A. from Knox College.

Margaret Levi is the Sara Miller McCune director of the Center for Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences (CASBS) at Stanford University, professor of political science, and senior
fellow at the Woods Institute for the Environment, Stanford University. She is also Jere L.
Bacharach professor emerita of international studies in the Department of Political Science at the
University of Washington. She is the winner of the 2019 Johan Skytte Prize. She became a
fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2001, a John Simon Guggenheim
Fellow in 2002, a member of the National Academy of Sciences in 2015, the Robert Dahl fellow
of the American Academy of Political and Social Science in 2017, and a member of the
American Philosophical Society in 2018. She served as president of the American Political
Science Association from 2004 to 2005. In 2014 she received the William H. Riker Prize in
political science, in 2017 gave the Elinor Ostrom memorial lecture, and in 2018 received an
honorary doctorate from Universidad Carlos 111 de Madrid. She earned her PhD from Harvard
University.

Annise Parker is president and CEO of the Victory Fund and Victory Institute. She served six
years as mayor of Houston and, prior to that, as a city council member and city controller. She
currently serves on the Policy and Global Affairs Committee of the National Academy of
Sciences, Engineering and Medicine and the boards of Houston Botanic Garden, Houston BARC
Foundation, Patient Care Intervention Council, and the Climate Disclosure Project (CDP). Prior
to joining Victory Fund and Victory Institute, she was senior vice-president and chief strategy
officer of BakerRipley, a community development non-profit. She was also a fellow at the Doerr
Institute for New Leaders and Professor in the Practice at Rice University. In 2010, Time
magazine named Mayor Parker one of the 100 most influential people in the world. She has
received numerous awards during her career, including Scenic Houston’s Scenic Visionary
Award, Guardian of the Human Spirit Award from Holocaust Museum Houston, Guardian of the
Bay Award from Galveston Bay Foundation, Rice University Distinguished Alumna for 2011,
and Local Arts Leadership honoree by Americans For the Arts. In addition to her duties as
mayor, Mayor Parker was a member of President Obama’s Task Force on Climate Preparedness
and Resilience, chaired the U.S. Conference of Mayors Criminal and Social Justice Committee,
was a steering committee member of the C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group, and served on
the boards of the Texas Environmental Research Consortium and Houston Galveston Area
Council. She is a past fellow of the Institute of Politics at the Harvard Kennedy School of
Government.

James Poterba is the Mitsui professor of economics at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and the president of the National Bureau of Economic Research. He has served as
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president of the Eastern Economic Association and the National Tax Association, as vice
president of the American Economic Association, and as a director of the American Finance
Association. He is a member of the National Academy of Sciences, and a fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences and of the Econometric Society. Dr. Poterba's research focuses on
how taxation affects the economic decisions of households and firms, particularly those
involving saving and portfolio behavior. His recent research has analyzed the determinants of
retirement saving, the draw-down of assets after households reach retirement, and the role of tax-
deferred retirement saving programs such as 401(k) plans in contributing to retirement security.
Dr. Poterba is a trustee of the College Retirement Equity Fund (CREF), the TIAA-CREF mutual
funds, and of the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. He is a former editor of the Journal of Public
Economics, a co-author of The Role of Annuity Markets in Financing Retirement (2001), and an
editor or coeditor of Global Warming: Economic Policy Responses (1991), International
Comparisons of Household Saving (1994), Empirical Foundations of Household Taxation
(1996), Fiscal Institutions and Fiscal Performance (1999), and Fiscal Reform in Colombia
(2005). Dr. Poterba served as a member of the President's Advisory Panel on Federal Tax
Reform in 2005. In 2014, he received the Daniel M. Holland Medal from the National Tax
Association for the study and practice of public finance. Dr. Poterba holds a D. Phil. in
economics from Oxford University.

Jennifer Rubin is the executive chair of the Economic and Social Research Council and
champion for equality, diversity and inclusion at UK Research and Innovation (UKRI). She is
also professor of public policy at King’s College London and was appointed to the Independent
Industrial Strategy Council in November 2018. She was previously director of the Policy
Institute at King's College and has spent nearly 30 years building and leading research programs
and institutes inside and outside academia to address a range of societal challenges spanning
justice and home affairs, crosscutting public health and new funding models for public services.
In this capacity, she has led research and been an advisor on several reviews focusing on
measurement and improving outcomes including on serious and organized crime for the Prime
Minister’s Strategy Unit, and on the costs of antimicrobial resistance for the O’Neill Review. She
was on the executive team of RAND’s European offices, most recently as executive vice
president. She was a postdoctoral visiting scholar at Harvard University following a Ph.D. at the
University of Cambridge in social and political sciences.

David Wessel is a senior fellow in economic studies at the Brookings Institute and director of
the Hutchins Center on Fiscal and Monetary Policy, the mission of which is to improve the
quality of fiscal and monetary policies and public understanding of them. He joined Brookings in
December 2013 after 30 years on the staff of The Wall Street Journal where, most recently, he
was economics editor and wrote the weekly Capital column. David is the author of In Fed We
Trust: Ben Bernanke’s War on the Great Panic (2009) and Red Ink: Inside the High Stakes
Politics of the Federal Budget (2012). He has shared two Pulitzer Prizes, one in 1984 for a
Boston Globe series on the persistence of racism in Boston and the other in 2003 for Wall Street
Journal stories on corporate scandals. David has served as a member of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics’ data users advisory committee. He also has taught in the Dartmouth Tuck School of
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Business Global 2030 executive education program and in the journalism program at Princeton
University. He is a graduate of Haverford College and was a Knight-Bagehot fellow in business
and economics journalism at Columbia University.

David Yokum is the director of The Policy Lab at Brown University, which applies public
policy research with state and local governments across the United States, including a special
focus on Rhode Island. He was the founding director of The Lab @ DC in the D.C. Mayor’s
Office and, before that, the White House’s social and behavioral sciences team. David earned a
J.D. and Ph.D. in psychology with a focus on cognition and neural systems from the University
of Arizona, and a master’s degree in bioethics and medical humanities from the University of
South Florida.



