
Reducing the Health 
Impacts of the Nitrogen 

Problem

New sessions every Thursday 
from 2:30–5:30 PM (ET) 

from January 28 – February 25, 2021

A Virtual Workshop from the Environmental 
Health Matters Initiative



Building Coalitions to Develop and 
Implement Solutions

Roger Wolf, Director Iowa Soybean Association 
Research Center for Farming Innovation



Coalition Building – Nexus of Art, Science, Business, and Policy

• Water Quality
• Watershed Planning and Implementation
• Multi-scale systems thinking 
• State/Federal Policy and Programs
• Nitrogen Management – for Agronomy and Loss
• Water Management 
• Research and Technology
• Agriculture and Urban Communities  

Our Experiences and Examples in Iowa

The Ingredients: One Water Approach and Operationalizing the Venn 

















Collaboration and 
Coalition 

• Connecting 
Upstream and   
Downstream 
Stakeholders on 
mutual 
concerns and 
values

• Urban and Rural 









Collaboration and 
Coalition 
Group of 17 Agriculture  
Retailers and Associate 
members with common 
mission to identify and 
advance solutions that 
reduce nutrient loss, build 
healthier soils and improve 
Iowa’s waters. 

Supports:
• Collaborative 

partnership projects
• Technical support
• Water monitoring 





Summary 
Keys to Building Coalitions   

Leadership with Horsepower
Administrative enterprise with a willingness to lead
Supportive policy and programs with funding cash flow

Shared Reasons and Values
Business and economy 
Health and well-being 

Research, Data, Tools, Technologies, and Processes 
Watershed planning AND implementation
Measurable and verifiable outcomes leading to results delivering 
value and impact



Thank you!
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