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Presentation Notes
View of mass graves from measles epidemic in early 1900s near Utqiaġvik (formerly Barrow), Alaska.  Note that it is not immediately clear that these are graves, rather than the remains of a demolished structure or wood storage.  It would be very easy for someone to disturb a place like this without realizing that precautions might be advisable.
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Presentation Notes
Dr. Dennis O’Rourke preparing to sample a skeleton being excavated from an eroding cemetery for aDNA.  The primary purpose of the gloves and other coverings is to prevent contamination of the remains, not to protect the excavator.
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Excavating a 1940s meat cache at Walakpa.  It contained several mummified ring seals, one of which can be seen in the pit at bottom center.  This individual was necropsied and proved to have high levels of domoic acid, as a result of a harmful algal bloom (HAB) at the time the hunter harvested the seal.
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The interior of an ice cellar in Utqiaġvik.  Dr. Glenn Sheehan and Jeremiah Leavitt (owner of the cellar)
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Presentation Notes
Collapsing archaeological site at Walakpa.  One single storm caused 11 m of shoreline retreat along a several hundred meter front.  Everything in the picture is an archaeological deposit.  These organic-rich sediments have been frozen for hundreds to thousands of years, but are now thawing rapidly.
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Eroded ice cellar at Point Hope.  These cellars were built into ancient house mounds due to the porous substrate of Point Hope. Many of them are failing or being destroyed by erosion.  This raises the possibility of contamination by bacteria previously kept in check in frozen ground, as well as threatening food security and cultural heritage for the community.
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Erosion face at the archaeological site of Nuvuk, at the tip of Point Barrow, Alaska.  Notice all the bones and other items on the ground just adjacent to the erosion face.  They have been set up there by people who are looking through the newly eroded materials for artifacts and material suitable for use in crafts.  This exposes many people (note the number of tracks in the beach) to any microbes that may have survived being frozen in the site.
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