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Overview

o California Offshore Wind Leases

o California Offshore Wind 
Programmatic Environmental 
Impact Statement

o Oregon Wind Energy Area 
Identification

o Environmental Studies
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o BOEM held an 
offshore wind 
auction and 
issued five leases 
in California, two 
in northern 
California off 
Humboldt Bay, 
and three in 
Central California 
near Morro Bay.
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CA Leases: Site Assessment and Site Characterization Survey Review



BOEM Offshore Wind Process Milestones
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Coastal Zone Management 
Act Consistency

Coastal Zone Management 
Act Consistency

CURRENT 
LOCATION FOR 

EXISTING CALIFORNIA 
LESSEES



California Offshore Wind Programmatic Environmental 
Impact Statement
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o BOEM is working on a programmatic environmental impact statement that will 
describe:
o The potential impacts of offshore wind energy development at the five existing 

leases off the coast of California.
o Identification of potential programmatic avoidance, minimization, mitigation, and 

monitoring measures to address those impacts.

Credit: BOEM



Oregon Wind Energy Area Identification
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o BOEM has designated two Wind Energy 
Areas (WEAs) off the Oregon coast:
o The Coos Bay WEA is 61,204 acres 

and located approximately 32 miles 
(mi) from shore.

o The Brookings WEA is 133,808 acres 
and approximately 18 mi from shore.

o If fully developed, the Final WEAs could 
support 2.4 GW of energy production. 
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Current Oregon Status in BOEM’s Authorization Process 



Environmental Studies
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o BOEM has funded or considered 
numerous studies to collect 
information about the marine 
environment to support decisions 
concerning offshore renewable 
energy development.



Environmental Studies
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o Some examples are listed here:
o Facilitating Resilience and Adaptation in 

Commercial Fisheries in Response to 
Offshore Renewable Energy 
Development and Climate Change

o Port Infrastructure Needs of 
Commercial and Recreational Fisheries 
along the US West Coast

o Traditional Native Hawaiian Voyaging 
and Cultural Fishing and Boating 
Practices on the OCS

For more information, 
please visit:
https://www.boem.gov/envir

onment/environmental-
studies-pacific.

https://www.boem.gov/environment/environmental-studies-pacific
https://www.boem.gov/environment/environmental-studies-pacific
https://www.boem.gov/environment/environmental-studies-pacific
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