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Persistent Aviation SAR Challenges in the Pacific

• Long offshore distances limit on scene time
• Rugged coastal terrain complicates access
• Heavy vessel traffic
• Limited hoist friendly infrastructure offshore
• Navigation gaps: radar clutter, comms dead zones
• Crew fatigue
• Persistent fog, low ceilings, and rough sea states









Key Issue: 
Increased SAR 
risk
• Offshore wind construction and 

operations increase SAR demands 
and risks

• Delays in emergency response could 
risk lives

• Existing helicopter infrastructure not 
sufficient for full offshore buildout

• CG SAR workload already stretched 
– especially in the summer



Mitigation Strategies

• Designated hoist zones and helidecks
• Visual cues and high-contrast markings
• Pre-coordinated SAR air access corridors
• Industry-funded Emergency Response Vessels
• Radar interference modeling
• Sharing turbine layout data with SAR teams
• Joint USCG-Industry SAR training
• Enhanced comms and navigational aids



Questions?
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