
Helping to meet the needs of children 

with complex medical problems



Whole Kids Outreach is a faith-based agency now in 
its 20th year of helping families with young children 

who live in rural southeast Missouri.

Whole Kids Outreach provides services through home 
visit outreach and nursing programs as well as center-

based programs at its site in Ellington, Missouri. 



We serve seven

rural counties in 

southeast Missouri

Butler, Carter, Iron, 
Reynolds, Ripley, 

Shannon 

and Wayne

(~5000 square miles).

Partnering with New Madrid County Family Resource Agency to cover: New 

Madrid, Pemiscot, Stoddard and Dunklin Counties for MO Home Visiting 

Program Services contract.



Social and Geographic Isolation—a 
hidden pocket of poverty in the midst of the 

beautiful Missouri Ozarks.









Context—Health Indices



Access to Pediatric Specialty Care



Healthy Families 

America

Program

Maternal-Child 

Nursing 

Program

Prevention—Home Visiting Programs

Parents as 

Teachers 

Program









Teaching Parents the value of Education

Assisting Parents to Contribute to Their 

Communities—Volunteering

Increasing Health Literacy

Teaching Employment Skills

Broadening the Scope of Prevention Activities…

addressing the Social Determinants of Health



Move Closer to 

Services



Medical Foster Home

&

Family Reunification



Medical Foster Home/Adoption



Unsuccessful 

Medical Foster Home/Adoption



Cognitive Delay—Mom 

and child

Selective Mutism at 6 

yrs. old after murder of 

one family member by 

another

Pregnant at 15 yrs. old

New boyfriend beat her 

child & is now in prison

Pregnant with new 

boyfriend’s child.



Increase Parents’ 

health literacy &

networking skills



The Community Rallies



Provides WKO with cutting 

edge information in the field.

Provides Universities a means 

to do research and place 

interns

Funding Opportunities for both 

Current MFH Adapting HFA to rural Missouri 



Children’s 

weekends program

Riding Program

Camp Whole Kids

Moms’ Day Out, Parent 

Cafés, PAT Parent 

Gatherings

Community Events

Youth Volunteer Program

Water Safety Lessons



Community Gatherings help to decrease 
social isolation, bring families together, and 
provide fun activities that many would not 

otherwise be able to afford.



Youth Volunteers!



Riding Program



Water Safety Lessons



“Animal abuse cases can expose family violence.

If an animal is being abused in a family, it is likely that a child or other family members are 

also being hurt or threatened.”

“When animal cruelty co-occurs with spousal or child abuse, the abuser may use violence 

against animals as a means of further terrorizing his or her human victims.” 

FIRST STRIKE: 

The Violence 

CONNECTION









…and the need goes on


