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Why we should talk about the past

How we should talk about the future



The stories we tell

determine the future we get.



Current Narrative



Things are bad and getting worse



We’re all doomed!



Fear leads to apathy, not action



Problems Solutions



Lack Trust



Science tells us what we can do. 

The public tells us what we should do.



We need a new narrative



What’s missing?



Historical Context
The Past



UK CO2 emissions 
5.5 tons per capita



2019 5.5 tons per capita

Global per capita emissions 
peaked in 2012 at 4.9 tons





What about agriculture?




Create videos with https://clipchamp.com/en/video-editor - free online video editor, video compressor, video converter.





Things are not necessarily bad and getting worse.

They are good and getting better...
but not fast enough.



How we communicate matters.



The Future



How do people think about the future?

What do I think will happen?
What can I do about it?



Strategic Planning



Strategic planning is 
about preparing 
for the place you 

expect to go.



Strategic Foresight



Futures Cone

Plausible

Possible

Probable

Preferred



Stop preparing for the 
future you expect. 

Start creating the 
future you want!



Why now matters
Opportunity

8

9.5



Don’t ask people to 
sacrifice for the future. 

Invite them to 
embrace the future!



Thank you!

Jack Bobo
Rothman Family Institute for Food Studies

Jbobo@college.ucla.edu
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