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Data Centers = Significant Load Growth

2026

The forecast peak load 
for the 2027/2028 
Delivery Year is 
approximately 5,250 
MW higher than the 
forecast used for the 
2026/2027 capacity 
auction. Nearly 5,100 
MW of that increase is 
attributable to data 
center demand.

-PJM News release 
following the December 
2025 Capacity Auction



Delivery 
Year

Resource 
Clearing 
Price

Cleared 
UCAP 
(MW)

Cleared MW 
Times the 
Clearing Price 
($ billion)

2017/18 120.00$     167003 7.5$                           
2018/19 164.77$     166836 10.9$                        
2019/20 100.00$     167305 7.0$                           
2020/21 76.53$        165109 7.0$                           
2021/22 140.00$     163627 9.3$                           
2022/23 50.00$        144477 3.9$                           
2023/24 34.13$        144870 2.2$                           
2024/25 28.92$        147478 2.2$                           
2025/26 269.92$     135684 14.7$                        
2026/27 329.17$     134205 16.1$                        
2027/28 333.44$     134478 16.4$                        
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Data Center Load Growth is 
requiring significant build of 
new transmission

Load Growth is 
contributing to higher 
capacity prices
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				Delivery Year		Resource Clearing Price		Cleared UCAP (MW)		Cleared MW Times the Clearing Price ($ billion)

				2017/18		$   120.00		167003		$   7.5

				2018/19		$   164.77		166836		$   10.9

				2019/20		$   100.00		167305		$   7.0

				2020/21		$   76.53		165109		$   7.0

				2021/22		$   140.00		163627		$   9.3

				2022/23		$   50.00		144477		$   3.9

				2023/24		$   34.13		144870		$   2.2

				2024/25		$   28.92		147478		$   2.2

				2025/26		$   269.92		135684		$   14.7

				2026/27		$   329.17		134205		$   16.1

				2027/28		$   333.44		134478		$   16.4







*Suzanne Glatz is not affiliated with Johns Hopkins but collaborated with Abraham Silverman and Mahala Lahvis in preparing this State Playbook 
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