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Dr. James L. Oblinger is the 13th chancellor at NC State University, North Carolina’s flagship university for science,
engineering and technology. With an annual budget of $820 million and a $300 million endowment, the university
has nearly 7,000 full-time employees and 30,000 students. Since arriving at NC State in 1986, Oblinger has served
as provost and executive vice chancellor for Academic Affairs, dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
and associate dean and director of academic programs in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. Chancellor
Oblinger is an expert in the microbiology of red meats and poultry, decontamination techniques and food-borne
pathogens.

He is known for: spearheading innovations in teaching and learning, including re-designing classrooms to become
dynamic learning environments and using technology to improve learning; supporting multi-disciplinary programs
that meet evolving needs of the 21st century, such as the new Biomanufacturing Training and Education Center
(BTEC), which will provide trained workers for the state’s growing biotechnology industry; advocating for students
and their needs, even co-editing an e-book, Educating the Net Generation; and leading efforts to support the state’s
economic development, including technology transfer, which has created 50 spinoff companies since 1980; the
Industrial Extension Service, which has returned at least $539 million in direct annual gains to the state over the
last five years; and the Precision Marketing Initiative, a joint venture with Wake Economic Development to leverage
the strengths and established relationships of the university to create new jobs.

Prior to coming to NC State, Oblinger was associate dean and director of Resident Instruction in the College of
Agriculture at the University of Missouri-Columbia, as well as professor of Food Science and Human Nutrition at the
University of Florida. He has received multiple awards for teaching and educational excellence, both as a faculty
member and an administrator.

Chancellor Oblinger is a tenured professor in the Department of Food Science; he is an expert in the microbiology of
red meats and poultry, decontamination techniques and food-borne pathogens. He is a member of Alpha Zeta,
Gamma Sigma Delta, Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Epsilon Phi, Phi Kappa Phi, Phi Tau Sigma and Sigma Xi.

Oblinger earned a bachelor's degree in bacteriology from DePauw University, and a M.S. and Ph.D. in Food

Technology from lowa State University.



John M. Bonner

Member

John M. Bonner is Executive Vice President of the Council for Agricultural Science and Technology (CAST). Before
coming to CAST in 2005, he spent 15 years at Land O’Lakes Purina Feed (LOL) LLC, first as beef production manager
and then as beef production and marketing manager. He also served as LOL training and marketing manager and
eastern sales manager. His efforts at LOL included the introduction of new technical materials and sales support
videos, which increased sales in all regions; development and marketing of the “A Steak in the Future” program,
which increased LOL beef sales 91%; and the creation and implementation of increased training for sales staff, with
an increase in staff members from 20 to 55. Prior to LOL, he worked in the animal health industry in research,
training and marketing. In 2001, Dr. Bonner was named a Fellow of the American Society of Animal Science. He is a
member of several professional societies including the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association and the lowa
Cattlemen’s Association. Dr. Bonner received his Ph.D. from lowa State University with a nutrition physiology major
and economics and physiology minors. He has extensive experience in supervising and encouraging staff and

coworkers and is proficient in both development and implementation of successful, profitable agricultural programs.

Peter ). Bruns

Member

Peter ]. Bruns is the Vice President for Grants and Special Programs at the Howard Hughes Medical Institute. Prior to
this appointment, Dr. Bruns was a professor of molecular biology and genetics at Cornell University. Dr. Bruns has
earned a national reputation for his efforts to improve science education for students at all levels and oversees a
national portfolio in undergraduate science education at HHMI. At Cornell, Bruns established a number of innovative
science-education programs, including the Cornell Institute for Biology Teachers, which brings New York state high
school teachers together each summer for lectures, field trips, hands-on laboratories and computer training to
improve their teaching of molecular biology. He was a member of the NRC committee on design, construction, and
renovation of laboratory facilities. Dr. Bruns received his Ph.D. from the University of lllinois and his B.S. from

Syracuse University.



Vernon B. Cardwell

Member

Vernon B. Cardwell is the Morse-Alumni Distinguished Teaching Professor in the department of agronomy and plant
genetics at the University of Minnesota. Dr. Cardwell teaches primarily undergraduate courses in grain and seed
technology, crop growth and development, crop management, and Biology of Food, Land and the Environment. He
also provides leadership in educational programs, and is very active in K-16 food, fiber, environment, and natural
resources literacy efforts. In addition to his teaching efforts, Dr. Cardwell also serves as advisor for students
majoring in Applied Plant Sciences, Ag-Industries and Marketing, and all minors in Agronomy. He is a member of
graduate programs in Applied Plant Sciences and Conservation Biology. He currently serves on the AAAS Education
Committee, and was recently elected to the National Board of Directors for Food, Land, and People. He recently
published an article on “Content Standards for Agriculture or Agriculture Content Imbedded within Core Standards”
in the Agricultural Education Magazine and “Literacy: What Level for Food, Land, Natural Resources, and
Environment?” in the Journal of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Education (34:112-117). Dr. Cardwell received

his Ph.D. from lowa State University.

Kyle J. Coulter
Member

Jane Coulter is a former USDA Deputy Administrator for CSREES’ Science and Education Resources Development. In
2002, the Future Farmers of America selected her to receive a special VIP Citation for making significant
contributions to agricultural education. Coulter has led USDA’s campaign to promote excellence in agri-science and
agribusiness education. In administering higher education programs at CSREES, her collaborative effort with key
leaders at colleges of agriculture has been instrumental in advancing faculty competencies, strengthening curricula
and attracting academically talented and multi- culturally diverse students into food and agricultural sciences
degree programs. Nationally, her responsibilities have included designing and launching innovative programs that
resulted in increased support for state and local agricultural education programs. In 2001, she received a
Presidential Rank Award (Distinguished Executive) from President Bush in 2001 for being a driving force in uniting
USDA and the university system in a campaign to recapture excellence in higher education in the food and
agricultural sciences. She broke new ground in reaching out to engage the full system of U.S. colleges and
universities and has been especially successful in partnering with minority-serving institutions. Early on, she
challenged Colleges of Agriculture to undertake systemic reform in order to do a better job of producing society-
ready graduates by addressing food and natural resource systems in the context of human health and welfare,

environmental integrity, global competitiveness, and economic security.



Susan J. Crockett
Member

Susan J. Crockett, Ph.D., R.D., FADA is Vice President and Senior Technology Officer, Health and Nutrition at General
Mills where she directs the Bell Institute of Health and Nutrition. Since 1999, she has been responsible for health
and nutrition strategy and programs for General Mills’ businesses, health and nutrition regulatory affairs and issues
management, nutrition science and research including dietary intake research, health professional communication,
and health pipeline development.

With support of a Bush Foundation Leadership Fellowship, she completed a Ph.D. in Epidemiology from the
University of Minnesota in 1987. She has B.S. and M.S. degrees in Nutrition and Dietetics, is a registered dietitian,
and a Fellow of the American Dietetic Association. Crockett was Dean of the College for Human Development at
Syracuse University from 1990 to 1999 and prior to that was a Department Chair and faculty member in nutrition at
North Dakota State University.

She has published research about nutrition education in schools, effectiveness of nutrition interventions in rural
medical clinics and communities. She writes about the influence of environments on the eating behavior of children.
In 1987, Crockett received an award from the Secretary of Health and Human Services for Innovation in Health
Promotion and Disease Prevention for her proposal, “Parent Health Education: Maximizing Impact”. Her research
has been funded by the Retirement Research Foundation and the National Institutes of Health (NHLBI and NCI) and
she has consulted for the Centers for Disease Control, Division of Nutrition and Division of Adolescent and School
Health.

Crockett is Treasurer of the Board of Directors of the International Food Information Council, a member of the Food
Forum that advises the Food and Drug Administration, and is on the leadership team for nutrition and food safety at

the International Life Science Institute.

Theodore M. Crosbie

Member

Theodore Crosbie is the vice president of global plant breeding at Monsanto. Dr. Crosbie is a seed scientist by
training and holds a Ph.D. from lowa State University. He was recently appointed to a four-year volunteer position
as Chief Technology Officer by lowa Governor Vilsack to coordinate the execution of a three-part economic
development “road map” to enhance lowa’s biotechnology, advanced manufacturing, and information technology
sectors. Crosbie also serves on the executive committee of the Biosciences Alliance of lowa, a non-profit
organization formed one year ago to implement the recommendations of Battelle’s biosciences report, which was
released in March 2004. In 2002, he was named a Distinguished Science Fellow in recognition of his service and

management at Monsanto.



Levon T. Esters
Member

Levon T. Esters is an Assistant Professor of Agricultural Education and Studies at lowa State University. His research
interest focuses on the career development of students enrolled in secondary and postsecondary programs of
agriculture. In particular, he studies factors that influence the educational and career choice behaviors of students
enrolled in urban secondary agricultural education programs. In June 2005, he was recognized for his work with
students with the Teaching Award of Merit from the North American Colleges and Teachers in Agriculture. Dr. Esters
assisted in planning the Urban Agriculture Forum and has been actively involved with the National Association of
Agricultural Educators. He is the undergraduate advisor for the Agricultural Education Club at lowa State. Dr. Esters
received his Ph.D. from Pennsylvania State University (2003), his M.S. from North Carolina A&T State University, and
his B.S. from Florida A&M University.

A. C. Fischer
Member

Charlie Fischer recently retired from the chairmanship of the Dow AgroSciences Members Committee, which is the
executive board overseeing policy and investment for Dow AgroSciences. Prior to this role, he served as
President/CEO of Dow Agrosciences LLC. Mr. Fischer has extensive international experience, especially in Europe,
the Middle East, Africa and Brazil. He was a resident of both Brazil and France during his career at Dow
AgroSciences. He served in a leadership role for the Central Indiana Life Sciences Initiative, and also as a board
member of the Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO). Fischer was the first person to serve the agriculture
industry as president of both CropLife International and CropLife America. He is also past chairman of the National
FFA Foundation. Fischer was named 2002 Agribusiness Leader of the Year by the National Agri-Marketing
Association, and has been honored by the Mayor of Indianapolis for his leadership in the area of disability
awareness. Mr. Fischer grew up on a dairy farm near Cuero, Texas, and earned a bachelor's degree in animal

science from Texas A&M University.



Janet A. Guyden

Member

Janet A. Guyden is the Associate Vice President of Research and the Dean of Graduate Students at Grambling State
University. Prior to this appointment, Dr. Guyden was the interim dean for the College of Education and a Professor
of Educational Leadership at Florida A&M University where she served as coordinator of the educational leadership
doctoral program, interim department chair, and the associate chair of the department. Her research interests
include the impact of organizations on individual functioning with specific interest in Historically Black Colleges,
assessment and program evaluation and teacher education reform. Dr. Guyden received her Ph.D. in educational
leadership from Georgia State University, her M.Ed. in counselor education from Worchester State College, and her

B.A. in English from Howard University.

Michael W. Hamm

Member

Michael W. Hamm is the C.S. Mott Professor of Sustainable Agriculture at Michigan State University. Dr. Hamm
received an Innovation and Leadership Award from the Mid-Atlantic Food and Farm Coalition for his long-standing
commitment to the agriculture community and significant contributions to food and farming in the Mid-Atlantic
region. Dr. Hamm'’s research and outreach is focused around community-based food systems and community food
security. He also works to identify opportunities for farmers and consumers to link in socially/economically
constructive ways. Within community food security his efforts are focused around insuring that all community
residents obtaining a culturally acceptable, nutritional adequate diet through a sustainable food system that
maximizes community self-reliance and social justice. The C.S. Mott group he heads is focused on three main areas
of activity: small and medium scale family farm viability; equal access by all members of a community to a healthy
diet; and dispersing animals in the countryside. He was a past dean of Academic and Student Programs at Cook
College at Rutgers University. Dr. Hamm received his Ph.D. in Nutrition at the University of Minnesota and his B.A.

in Biology at Northwestern University.



Michael V. Martin
Member

Dr. Michael V. Martin is president of New Mexico State University. Before coming to NMSU in 2004, he served for six
years as vice president for agriculture and natural resources at the University of Florida, leading the university’s
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences with more than 3,000 employees statewide. He was elevated to senior
vice president of the University of Florida shortly before being selected as NMSU’s president. Previously, he was
vice president for agricultural policy and the dean of the college of agricultural, food and environmental sciences at
the University of Minnesota. He began his academic career at Oregon State University as a faculty member in the
Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics. Dr. Martin completed a bachelor’s degree in business and
economics and a master’s degree in economics at Mankato State College (Minnesota State University) in Minnesota.
He received his Ph.D. in applied economics from the University of Minnesota in 1977. He has been active in
professional and community service organizations, including the Farm Foundation’s Bennett Agricultural Round
Table, the National Agricultural Biotechnology Council and the Florida Agricultural Resource Mobilization
Foundation. He is a member of the American Economic Association, the American Agricultural Economics
Association, the International Association of Agricultural Economics, the International Agricultural Trade Research
Consortium, the Sigma Xl Scientific Research Society and the Economic History Association. His areas of
specialization are marketing, prices, international trade, public policy, transportation and business logistics. He
continues to be active as a scholar and has written numerous book chapters and articles for academic journals,

trade publications and the popular press.

Susan R. Singer

Member

Susan Singer is professor of biology at Carleton College, where she has been since 1986. From 2000 to 2003 she
directed the Perlman Center for Learning and Teaching, then took a research leave supported by a Mellon new
directions fellowship. She chaired the Biology Department from 1995 to 1998 and was a National Science
Foundation program officer for developmental mechanisms from 1999 to 2001. In her research, she investigates the
evolution, genetics, and development of flowering in legumes; many of her undergraduate students participate in
this research. She is actively engaged in efforts to improve undergraduate science education and received the
Excellence in Teaching award from the American Society of Plant Biology in 2004. She helped to develop and
teaches in Carleton’s Triad Program, a first-term experience that brings students together to explore a thematic
question across disciplinary boundaries. She is a member of the Project Kaleidoscope Leadership Initiative national
steering committee and has organized PKAL summer institutes and workshops. At the National Research Council,
she was a member of the Committee on Undergraduate Science Education and the Steering Committee on Criteria
and Benchmarks for Increased Learning from Undergraduate STEM Instruction and chaired the Committee on High
School Science Laboratories: Role and Vision; currently she serves on the Board on Science Education and is a
science consultant to the NRC Science Learning Kindergarten to Eighth Grade study. She has B.S., M.S., and Ph.D.

degrees, all from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.



Karen G. Comeau
Member

Karen Gayton Swisher is the president of Haskell Indian Nations University. Prior to this position, she directed
Haskell’s teacher-training program and chaired its teacher education department. Dr. Swisher has also taught at
Huron College in South Dakota, the University of Utah, and Arizona State University. During her 11-year faculty
appointment at Arizona State University, she was the Director of the Center for Indian Education and editor of the
Journal of American Indian Education. Dr. Swisher has devoted her career to improving educational opportunities for
American Indian/Alaska Native students. Her research at the University of Utah has been instrumental in the
recognition of learning styles as an important element in the professional development of pre-service and in-service
teachers in schools attended by American Indian and Alaska Native children. Dr. Swisher is a member of the
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe who was born and raised on the Standing Rock reservation in North Dakota. Dr. Swisher
received her Ed.D. in educational administration from the University of North Dakota. She holds an M.S. in
elementary school administration and a B.S. in elementary education from Northern state University in Aberdeen,

South Dakota.

Larry N. Vanderhoef
Member

Larry Vanderhoef is currently the Chancellor of the University of California, Davis. He earned his B.S. and M.S.
degrees in 1964 and 1965 from the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, and a Ph.D. in plant biochemistry at Purdue
University in 1969. After one post-doctoral year at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, he was appointed assistant
professor of biology at the University of lllinois. He became professor and head of his department in 1977. In 1980,
he became provost at the University of Maryland, College Park. Four years later he was hired as the executive vice
chancellor of UC Davis and one-person governing board of the UC Davis Medical Center campus in Sacramento. He
also served as acting vice chancellor for academic affairs and acting vice chancellor for research. In 1991, after
permanently assuming responsibility for Academic Affairs, Vanderhoef was named executive vice chancellor and
provost. On April 6, 1994, the UC Board of Regents named Vanderhoef the fifth chancellor of UC Davis.

Chancellor Vanderhoef's research interests lie in the general area of plant growth and development, and in the
evolution of the land-grant universities. He has taught classes at levels from freshman to advanced graduate study.
Chancellor Vanderhoef has served on various national commissions addressing graduate and international
education, the role of a modern land-grant university, and accrediting issues. Chancellor Vanderhoef has been
awarded two honorary doctoral degrees, by Purdue University in May 2000, and by Inje University, Korea, in April
2002.



Patricia Verduin
Member

Patricia Verduin became Senior Vice President and Director of Product Quality and Development of ConAgra Foods
in 2002. This senior technical position provides leadership for all research, development, quality, and food safety
activities across the organization. Prior to this role, Verduin was a senior member of ConAgra Food Grocery
Products’ technical team in Irvine, Calif. Dr. Verduin has held a number of technical positions at Nabisco,
International Home Foods, and Lipton. She holds several patents from her research. In addition, she had leadership
responsibility for Nabisco’s plant operation in Fairlawn, New Jersey. Pat received her Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Delaware in 1980; her Masters of Business Administration in Finance from Farleigh Dickinson
University in 1984; and her Doctorate of Philosophy in Food Science from Rutgers University in 1991.

Dr. Verduin is a member of the Board of Directors for the National Food Processor’'s Association and sits on the
Scientific Affairs Committee for the Grocery Manufacturers of America. She also serves on the Board of Directors of

the Alliance for Consumer Education.



