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Michael Vandenbergh
Chair

Michael P. Vandenbergh is a leading scholar in environmental and energy law whose research explores the
relationship between formal legal regulation and informal social regulation of individual and corporate behavior. His
work with Vanderbilt’'s Climate Change Research Network involves interdisciplinary teams that focus on the
reduction of carbon emissions from the individual and household sector. His corporate work explores private
environmental governance and the influence of social norms on firm behavior and the ways in which private
contracting can enhance or undermine public governance. Before joining Vanderbilt's law faculty, Professor
Vandenbergh was a partner at a national law firm in Washington, D.C. He served as Chief of Staff of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency from 1993 to 1995. He began his career as a law clerk for Judge Edward R. Becker
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in 1987-88. In addition to directing Vanderbilt’'s Climate Change
Research Network, Professor Vandenbergh serves as co-director of the law school’s Energy, Environment and Land
Use Program. He was named a David Daniels Allen Distinguished Professor of Law in fall 2013. A recipient of the
Hall-Hartman Teaching Award, he teaches courses in environmental law, energy, and property. Professor
Vandenbergh has been a visiting professor at the University of Chicago Law School and at Harvard Law School. He

earned his J.D. at the University of Virginia School of Law.



Bilal M. Ayyub

Member

Bilal M. Ayyub is a A. James Clark School of Engineering at the University of Maryland, College Park, Professor and
Director of the Center for Technology and Systems Management, and was a visiting fellow at the National Security
Analysis Department of the Applied Physics Laboratory in 2015-16. He was a chair professor at Tongji University,
Shanghai, China (2016-18) and currently the Co-Director of its International Joint Research Center for Resilient
Infrastructure. He completed his doctorate degree from the Georgia Institute of Technology in 1983. Dr. Ayyub’s
main research interests and work are in risk, resilience, sustainability, uncertainty and decision analysis, applied to
civil, infrastructure, energy including renewables, defense and maritime fields and climate-resilient infrastructure.
Professor Ayyub is a distinguished member of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), and an honorary
member of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). He is also a fellow of Society of Naval Architects
and Marine Engineers (SNAME), the Structural Engineering Institute (SEI), and the Society for Risk Analysis (2017-18
Treasurer), and a senior member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). Dr. Ayyub completed
research and development projects for governmental and private entities worldwide. Dr. Ayyub is the recipient of
several awards, most recently the 2018 ASCE Alfredo Ang Award on risk analysis and management of civil
infrastructure, 2019 ASCE President Medal for many efforts to bring adaptive design to the profession to help
address a changing climate, 2019 ASCE Le Val Lund Award for contributions to resilience enhancement and risk
reduction for lifeline-networked systems through measurement science and associated economics toward informing
policy and decision-making practices, 2018 ENR Newsmaker award for passionate effort to give engineers their first
formal guidance when designing infrastructure to be more resilient to weather extremes, and 2016 ASNE Solberg
Award significant engineering research and development accomplishments in the field of ship survivability. He is
the author and co-author of more than 650 publications in journals, conference proceedings, and reports and the
founding editor-in-chief of the ASCE-ASME Journal on Risk and Uncertainty in Engineering Systems in its two parts
on civil and mechanical engineering. In addition to 15 edited books, his eight textbooks include the following:
Uncertainty Modeling and Analysis for Engineers and Scientists (Chapman & Hall/CRC 2006 with G. Klir), Risk
Analysis in Engineering and Economics (Chapman & Hall/CRC 2003, 2014), Elicitation of Expert Opinions for
Uncertainty and Risks (CRC Press 2002), Probability, Statistics and Reliability for Engineers and Scientists, Third
Edition (Chapman & Hall/CRC 2011 with R. H. McCuen), and Numerical Methods for Engineers (Prentice Hall 1996
with McCuen, 2nd edition Chapman & Hall/CRC 2016).



Eduardo S. Brondizio
Member

Eduardo S. Brondizio is a Distinguished Professor of Anthropology, Director of the Center for the Analysis of Social-
Ecological Landscapes and Senior Research Fellow of the Ostrom Workshop at Indiana University-Bloomington. For
over three decades, Brondizio has dedicated his research to understanding and responding to the social-
environmental transformation and governance challenges of Amazonia. His work has shed light on the processes
linking development policies, commodity markets, and climate change to rural household decision-making,
collective-action, and landscape change, contributing to explaining processes and patterns of deforestation and
reforestation, agroforestry intensification, rural development, migration and urbanization, urban vulnerability to
climate change, and governance mismatches involving urban, coastal, agricultural, conservation and indigenous
areas. Brondizio’s work brings attention to the contributions of place-based initiatives to advancing sustainability in
Amazonia. Brondizio served as co-chair of the Global Assessment Report of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services of
the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), approved by 132
countries in 2019. Brondizio is co-Editor-in-Chief of Global Environmental Change: Human and Policy Dimensions. He
is a foreign member of the French Academy of Agriculture and elected member of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences and the United States National Academy of Sciences. He received his Ph.D. in Environmental Science

and Environmental Anthropology from Indiana University Bloomington.

Lisa Dilling
Member

Lisa Dilling is Associate Chief Scientist at the Environmental Defense Fund, a global environmental non-profit. Prior
this, she was a professor at the University of Colorado Boulder. She is an interdisciplinary scholar studying how to
build climate resilience and accelerate the transition to carbon-free energy. Topics of research include energy,
climate adaptation, drought and urban water management, policy for usable science, climate change and public
lands, carbon management, geoengineering, and municipal policies regarding climate adaptation and natural
hazards. She has served on numerous national and research advisory boards, three journal editorial boards, is a
member of the Board on Environmental Change and Society at the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, Engineering
and Medicine, and was a Leverhulme Visiting Professor at the University of Oxford in 2016-2017. She holds a Ph.D.

from the University of California, Santa Barbara and a B.A. from Harvard College.



Mary H. Hayden
Member

Mary H. Hayden is a Research Professor at the University of Colorado’s Lyda Hill Institute for Human Resilience,
Affiliate Scientist at the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR), and Adjunct Faculty at the Colorado
School of Public Health. Dr. Hayden’s research interests include a range of interdisciplinary topics focused on the
integration of the physical and social sciences in the study of climate-sensitive health issues. She founded the NCAR
Weather, Climate, and Health Program, is the Lead Author on the Human Health chapter of the 5th National Climate
Assessment (NCA) and a contributing author on the 4th NCA, the IPCC, and the USGCRP Climate and Health
Assessment. She was a founding member of the Environment and Health board, American Meteorological Society, a
member of the scientific advisory committee, Border Infectious Diseases Program (CDC), and served on the Global
Health Scientific Committee, American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. She received a Ph.D. in Health and
Behavioral Sciences from the University of Colorado, Denver, a M.A. in geography (climatology) from the University
of Colorado, Boulder, a B.A. equivalent degree in Islamic Studies from the University of Heidelberg, Germany, and a

B.A. in German (minor in meteorology) from Metropolitan State College, Denver.

Stephen H. Linder
Member

Stephen H. Linder, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Department of Management, Policy and Community Health at the
School of Public Health of the University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston. He serves as Director of the
Institute for Health Policy, and Co-Director, Community Engagement, Gulf Coast Center for Precision Environmental
Research. His current work focuses on community-based assessment of health needs and disparities, and on
environmental and cumulative risks. His earlier work dealt with public policy design, policy implementation, and
environmental policy. He is a University of Texas System Distinguished Teaching Professor and a Fellow in the
Kenneth I. Shine Academy of Health Science Education. His doctorate is in Political Science with subsequent training

in conflict resolution and mediation at UT School of Law.



Glen M. MacDonald
Member

Glen MacDonald is a Distinguished Professor of Geography at the University of California, Los Angeles, and Director
of the University of California White Mountain Research Center. MacDonald is formerly a Full Professor of Geography
at McMaster University, Canada. Glen conducts research on current and past climate change and its impacts on
ecosystems, natural resources, and societies. MacDonald applies several techniques and data sources ranging from
remote sensing and modeling to sedimentary paleoclimatic records. MacDonald was a Visiting Global Fellow at the
University of St Andrews, Scotland, Visiting Fellow at St. Catherine’s College, Oxford, and Visiting Fellow at Clare
Hall, Cambridge, England. Currently, MacDonald is a Guggenheim Fellow, fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Geophysical Union, the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, a Guggenheim fellow. MacDonald is also member of the National Academy of Sciences.
MacDonald received a Ph.D. in Botany from the University of Toronto, a M.S. in Geography from the University of

Calgary, a an A.B. in Geography from the University of California, Berkeley.

Gary E. Machlis

Member

Gary E. Machlis is University Professor of Environmental Sustainability at Clemson University. He previously served
as Science Advisor to the Director of the National Park Service and the agency’s Science Integrity Officer. Machlis
was co-leader of the Department of the Interior’'s Strategic Sciences Group that worked on the Deepwater Horizon
oil spill and Hurricane Sandy. He is the author and co-author of several books on conservation and environmental
change, including The Structure and Dynamics of Human Ecosystems (2017) and The Future of Conservation in
America (2018). His current research deals with conservation, sustainability and social justice, science during crisis,
and the social-ecological effects of recurrent disasters. He was awarded the DOI Conservation Service Award and is
an elected Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. He received his B.A. and M.S.

degrees from the University of Washington, and his Ph.D. from Yale University.



Benjamin Preston
Member

Benjamin Preston (he/him) is a senior policy researcher at the RAND Corporation and director of Community Health
and Environmental Policy, a program of RAND Social and Economic Well-Being. He is also a professor at Pardee
RAND Graduate School. Preston's recent research efforts include advancing understanding of the implications of
climate change and disasters on the delivery of infrastructure services, analyzing and communicating the
environmental justice dimensions of climate change, scenario analysis for low-carbon technology pathways, and
analysis of disaster recovery options and their implementation in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. From 2021
to 2023 Preston took a leave of absence from RAND to serve as the assistant director for Climate Services and
Adaptation in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy. Previously, he held research positions with
the Climate Change Science Institute at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, the CSIRO's Division of Marine and
Atmospheric Research, and the Pew Center on Global Climate Change. Preston received a Ph.D. in environmental

biology from the Georgia Institute of Technology and a B.S. in biology from the College of William & Mary.

Jackie Qatalina Schaeffer
Member

Jackie Qatalina Schaeffer, an IAupiaq from Kotzebue, Alaska, is the Director of Climate Initiatives program at the
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium under the division of Community Environment and Health. For decades she
has worked across Alaska holistically infusing indigenous knowledge into a variety of sectors she has experience in,
including comprehensive planning, energy, housing, water security, sanitation, and climate change adaptation for
rural communities. Her passion is to serve the indigenous people of Alaska and provide an indigenous perspective
to all her work, including the importance and recognition of traditional philosophies, knowledge, and world views.
Her current work includes climate change assessments, community engagement, community relocation oversight,
and overseeing the Center for Climate and Health and the Center for Environmentally Threatened Communities
within the Climate Initiatives program. Qatalifia has co-authored six regional Energy Plans for the State of Alaska,
the Oscarville Tribal Adaptation Plan, 2019, and currently works with Newtok and Kivalina on community relocation

due to climate change.



Jesse C. Ribot

Member

Jesse Ribot is a Full Professor in the School of International Service at American University teaching environmental
politics. He is a social scientist (drawing on Geography, Sociology, and Anthropology) focused on vulnerability in the
face of climate change, and on rights, recourse and representation in struggles over natural resource access. His
fieldwork is mostly in West Africa with comparative case studies around the world. He has previously taught in the
Departments of Geography, Anthropology and Natural Resources and Environmental Science at University of lllinois
2008 to 2018. He was a fellow at the Department of Politics of The New School for Social Research, Agrarian Studies
at Yale University, the Center for the Critical Analysis of Contemporary Culture at Rutgers, Max Planck Institute for
Social Anthropology, Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars, Harvard Center for Population and
Development Studies, Stanford Center for Advanced Studies in Behavioral Sciences, and a 2018-2019 Guggenheim
Fellow affiliated with the Wagner School at NYU and CUNY Graduate Center Anthropology Program. He received his
Ph.D. and M.S. in Energy and Resources Group from the University of California, Berkeley, and a B.A. in Physics and

Linguistics from Hampshire College.

Madeline I. Schomburg

Member

Madeline Schomburg is Director of Research at Energy Futures Initiative Foundation. Dr. Schomburg’s research
focuses on energy justice, examining access and inclusion in policy processes, and decision-making. Most of her
work has focused on domestic unconventional oil and gas development, investigating the role of interest groups in
mobilizing constituents to participate in political processes, and the role of policy entrepreneurs in diffusing relevant
policies throughout the United States. She is broadly interested in human-environment interactions and the ways in
which people mobilize for change around environmental policy problems, particularly in the context of climate
change. As an assistant professor of environmental policy at Colorado State University (CSU), Schomburg
collaborated with scholars from numerous institutions and with community partners to advance social science
research in energy and the environment. At CSU, she also served on the steering committee of the Center for
Environmental Justice where she helped create new programs in environmental justice and built partnerships with
grassroots environmental justice organizations. She received a Ph.D. and M.S. in Ecology at the University of

California, Davis, and B.A. in Economics and Environmental Studies from Connecticut College.



Benjamin K. Sovacool
Member

Benjamin K. Sovacool is Professor of Earth and Environment at Boston University as well as Director of the Institute
for Sustainable Energy at Boston University. Previously, he was Director of the Sussex Energy Group and Centre for
Innovation and Energy Demand (CIED) at the University of Sussex; Director of the Centre for Energy Technologies at
Aarhus University in Denmark; Director of the Energy Security and Justice Program at the Institute for Energy and
the Environment and Associate Professor of Law at Vermont Law School in the United States; Assistant Professor at
the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of Singapore; and Eugene P. Wigner Fellow at
the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in the United States. With much coverage of his work in the international news
media, he is one of the most highly cited global researchers on issues bearing on controversies in energy and
climate policy. Professor Sovacool works as a researcher and consultant on issues pertaining to global energy policy
and politics, energy security, energy justice, climate change mitigation, and climate change adaptation. More
specifically, his research focuses on renewable energy and energy efficiency, the politics of large-scale energy
infrastructure, designing public policy to improve energy security and access to electricity, the ethics of energy, and
building adaptive capacity to the consequences of climate change. Active research projects include: Opposition to
energy infrastructure (including renewables) and community mobilization, with cases in the United States, India,
and Europe; Fuel and mobility poverty (with a focus in some warm climates, e.g. South America and Mexico City
along with the UK e.g. Belfast and labor camps in the Middle East, subject to cooling poverty); Arctic energy
including the decarbonization of internet data centers and mobility poverty across Iceland, Norway, and Greenland;
Phasing out of carbon intensive regions and “Just Transitions” with a focus on Greece, Estonia, Poland, Czech
Republic, and Germany; Decarbonizing industry and industrial hydrogen and carbon capture for hard to abate
sectors (refining, steel, cement, chemicals, paper and pulp via the Industrial Decarbonization Research and
Innovation Centre) in the UK; Deep decarbonization, citizen agency and pro-poor pathways in in electric mobility
(Norway), solar energy neighborhoods (UK), and smart energy monitoring (ltaly); and Governing negative emissions
and geo-engineering technologies in Europe, with a focus on CDR/GGR and climate engineering/SRM. He has played
a leadership role in winning collaborative research grants worth more than $28.2 million in directly managed funds,
including those from the U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. National Science Foundation, MacArthur Foundation,
Rockefeller Foundation, Energy Technology Development and Demonstration Program of Denmark, the Danish
Council for Independent Research, the European Commission and the European Research Council. In the United
Kingdom, he has served as a Principal Investigator on projects funded by the Economic and Social Research Council,
Natural Environment Research Council, and the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council. He is the
recipient of multiple national and international awards and honors, including the “Distinguished Graduate Alumni
Achievement Award” from his Alma Mater Virginia Tech, the 2019 USERN Prize for his work on “Social Justice in an
Era of Climate Change and Energy Scarcity,” the “Dedication to Justice Award” given by the American Bar
Association. He is also an Academician of the Academy of Social Sciences in the United Kingdom. He is a Lead
Author of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Sixth Assessment Report (AR6), due to be published in
2022, and an Advisor on Energy to the European Commission’s Directorate General for Research and Innovation in
Brussels, Belgium. He received his PhD in science and technology studies from the Virginia Polytechnic Institute &
State University in Blacksburg, Virginia, where he also won the “Outstanding Dissertation of the Year” award from

the College of Social Sciences and Humanities.



Adelle Dawn Thomas
Member

Adelle Thomas is Senior Director of Adaptation at the Natural Resources Defense Council. She was previously the
Founding Director of the Climate Change Adaptation and Resilience Research Centre at the University of The
Bahamas and Senior Scientist at Climate Analytics. As a human-environment geographer, Adelle has over 16 years
of practice in intersections between climate action and development. Her research and policy experience have
centered on conceptualizing, assessing, and responding to loss and damage at international, national, and sub-
national scales; assessing constraints and limits to adaptation; and investigating how climate change intersects
with other development challenges. Adelle has served as a Lead Author for the IPCC Special Report on 1.5C, Sixth
Assessment Report Working Group Il and Sixth Assessment Synthesis Report. She was also a Contributing Author
and Chapter Scientist for the IPCC Fifth Assessment Report Working Group Il. Adelle serves as a member of several
groups, including the UNFCCC Technical Expert Group on Comprehensive Risk Management, the Liaison Committee
of the Regional Focal Point for Latin America and the Caribbean of the International Science Council; and the
Regional Advisory Committee for the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund in the Caribbean. She received a Ph.D.
and M.S. in Geography from Rutgers University, a B.S. in Civil Engineering from University of Minnesota and a B.A.

in Engineering Science from Macalester College.



