
Reengineering the Census Bureau's Annual
Economic Surveys

Committee

Katharine G. Abraham
Chair

KATHARINE G. ABRAHAM is professor of economics and survey methodology at the University of Maryland, College
Park. She is a labor economist who has written extensively on the effects of labor market institutions on firm and
worker behavior, labor market adjustment over the business cycle, and the measurement of economic activity. She
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2015. She has over 25 years of experience using design-based and model-based sampling and estimation to
address the needs of clients in federal government and private industry to test and improve new and existing
systems, to identify and estimate overbillings in federal healthcare programs, and to quantify corporate income tax
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with its Distinguished Alumni Award.
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of Arts and Sciences, the Econometric Society, and the Society of Labor Economists. He has advised a number of
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Federal Reserve Board, and the Congressional Budget Office. He has a B.A. degree in economics from the University
of California, Berkeley, and a Ph.D. in economics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
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J. STEVEN LANDEFELD retired in 2014 after nearly 20 years as director of the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. He
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economies. Under Dr. Landefeld's leadership, BEA was one of the top-rated federal agencies in terms of
performance, information technology, and employee satisfaction. He served as an ex-officio member of the National
Academy of Sciences’ Policy Roundtable of the Behavioral and Social Sciences, and as a member and chair of
United Nations, OECD, and other international and national committees. He is currently a distinguished visiting
professor at the U.S. Naval Academy and consultant to the United Nations. Dr. Landefeld has a Ph.D. in economics
from the University of Maryland, College Park.
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Survey Design & Data Analysis, and Biostatistics Center faculty member at George Washington University. He is
2015-16 president-elect for the Washington Statistical Society and has been elected to four positions in the Survey
Research Methods Section of the American Statistical Association, including program chair for 2012 and chair-elect
for 2015. He has served as executive editor of CHANCE magazine, associate editor for a number of journals, and on
the Census Advisory Committee of the American Statistical Association. At the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine, he currently serves on the Standing Committee on Reengineering Census Methods, and
was a member of its predecessor Panel to Review the 2010 Census; he also served on the steering committee for a
Workshop on Surveying Nonprofit Organizations about research and development. His interests include survey
sampling, missing data, record linkage and administrative records, disclosure limitation and confidentiality,
Bayesian statistics, hierarchical and mixture models, statistical modeling of complex data, and teaching statistics.
Dr. Larsen received his B.A. degree in mathematics and his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in statistics from Harvard
University. He is a fellow of the American Statistical Association and an elected member of the International
Statistical Institute.
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evaluation, data analysis, imputation, modeling, project management, quality control and improvement, and small
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geographic data and analytics. She was a member of the census advisory committee from 1995-2011, representing
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and she served on the steering committee for the CNSTAT workshop on non-
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KRISTEN OLSON is associate professor in the Department of Sociology and Survey Research and Methodology
Program at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Her areas of specialization include survey methodology,
nonresponse error, and measurement error and interviewer effects. Her research has appeared in Public Opinion
Quarterly, the Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, Series A, and Environmental Health Perspectives and is
forthcoming in Sociological Methods and Research and Field Methods. Dr. Olson is currently coinvestigator on a
grant funded by the National Institutes of Health to study health, mental health, and HIV risk behaviors among
homeless women in three cities in the United States and is conducting research funded by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics and the U.S. Department of Agriculture with the National Science Foundation. She is also editor of the
research synthesis section of Public Opinion Quarterly. She has taught short courses on nonresponse bias studies
for AAPOR, the Washington, DC, chapter of AAPOR, the Joint Program in Survey Methodology, and the Southern
Association for Public Opinion Research. She earned her B.A. in mathematical methods in the social sciences and
sociology from Northwestern University, her M.S. in survey methodology from the Joint Program in Survey
Methodology at the University of Maryland, College Park, and her Ph.D. in survey methodology from the University
of Michigan.
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finish. Dr. Snijkers graduated in political sciences, specializing in social science methodology, from the University of
Amsterdam. He is a member of the Program Committee of the 2016 International Conference on Establishment
Surveys (ICES5). He has a Ph.D. in research on pre-testing questionnaires from Utrecht University.



Chad Syverson
Member

CHAD SYVERSON is professor of economics at the University of Chicago, Booth School of Business. His research
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Methodology at the University of Maryland. He has over 35 years of experience in survey sampling, estimation
theory, and statistical computing. He was formerly an associate director at Westat, and a mathematical statistician
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