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health disparities. She applies emerging multi-omic tools including epigenetics, transcriptomics, and the
microbiome to identify interim biomarkers of exposure and response to improve understanding of the biological
mechanisms linking environmental stressors across the life-course to persistent health disparities. Malecki’s work is
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research translation and communication. To this end, her work not only characterizes inequities in cumulative
exposures but also supports community-driven solutions and training efforts. She is currently a JPB Environmental
Health Fellow through Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. She is also the recipient of the HEIs Rosenblith
New Investigator Award (2023). Dr. Ornelas Van Horne has a PhD in in Environmental Health Sciences from the

University of Arizona.

Courtney G. Woods
Member

Courtney Woods is an associate professor in the Department of Environmental Sciences and Engineering in the
Gillings School of Global Public Health at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC). She directs the
Environmental Justice Action Research Clinic (EJ Clinic) at UNC, which collaborates on applied research and technical
assistance in communities impacted by environmental hazards across North Carolina and trains the next generation
of public health leaders in community-driven research approaches. Woods is also founding member of the
Earthseed Land Collective, a BIPOC-led organization that applies cooperative principles to land stewardship,
community building and works to redefine the human-natural environment relationship. For over a decade, Woods
has employed community-based participatory research methods in exposure and community health assessments.
Her upbringing in rural South Carolina and lifelong residency in the southeastern United States has led her to focus
on environmental health issues impacting rural communities, including issues of decentralized water and sanitation,
industrial animal agriculture, and landfills. In recent years, Woods has been appointed to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Board of Science Counselors and to the North Carolina Governor’s Environmental Justice Advisory
Council. She has also worked on environmental justice issues internationally as a Fulbright and Fogarty fellow.
Woods received a B.S. in chemical engineering from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville , an M.S. in chemical
engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology, and a Ph.D. in environmental sciences and engineering with a

minor in toxicology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.



Lauren Zeise
Member

Lauren Zeise (retired 2024) was director of the California Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). She oversaw the department’'s activities, including the
development of risk assessments, hazard evaluations, toxicity reviews, cumulative impact analyses, frameworks
and methods for assessing toxicity and cumulative effects of vulnerability and environmental exposures on
communities, and the department’s activities in the California Environmental Contaminant Biomonitoring Program.
She played a leading role in OEHHA’s development of CalEnviroScreen, a tool used to identify the California
communities most burdened by pollution from multiple sources and most vulnerable to its effects. She has
contributed to hundreds of chemical health risk assessments, science-based regulations, and guidance documents
for conducting risk assessments. Zeise was the 2008 recipient of the Society for Risk Analysis’ Outstanding
Practitioners Award and she has served on advisory boards and committees of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, the Office of Technology Assessment, the World Health Organization, and the National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences. Zeise received a Ph.D. from Harvard University. She has previously served on
numerous National Academies committees, including the Committee on Toxicity Testing and Assessment of

Environmental Agents and the Committee on Improving Risk Analysis Approaches Used by EPA.

Kathryn Guyton
Staff Officer

Kathryn Guyton is a Senior Program Officer on the Board of Environmental Studies and Toxicology at the National
Academies. She joined the National Academies after seven years as a Senior Toxicologist at the International
Agency for Research on Cancer, World Health Organization. Her prior experience includes eight years as a
Toxicologist at the US Environmental Protection Agency, and seven years as the Director of Scientific Affairs at CCS
Associates. Dr. Guyton received her BA and PhD from Johns Hopkins University and her postdoctoral training at the
US National Institutes of Health. She has been certified as a Diplomate of the American Board of Toxicology since
1998.



