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Margaret Spring is the Chief Conservation and Science Officer at the Monterey Bay Aquarium where she oversees
conservation and science initiatives, including ocean policy, research, and related state, federal, and global
programs. Before joining the aquarium in 2013, Spring served as Chief of Staff, and later Principal Deputy Under
Secretary, at the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) from 2009 to 2013. Prior to her
tenure at NOAA, she led The Nature Conservancy's California coastal and marine program. Spring served for eight
years (1999-2007) as Senior and General Counsel to the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation where she advised members of Congress on ocean and climate issues and helped develop
legislation on major science and policy topics. Prior to joining the Senate, she practiced environmental law at Sidley
Austin for seven years. Spring previously served as a member of the Minderoo-Monaco Commission on Plastics and
Human Health and currently serves on the board of the California Ocean Science Trust, a nonprofit organization
tasked with providing rigorous science to guide decisions about the future of California's coast and ocean. Spring
received a B.A. in classical archeology from Dartmouth College and J.D. from Duke University. She previously served
as chair of the National Academies’ Committee on United States Contributions to Global Ocean Plastic Waste and as
a member of the Ocean Studies Board.

The Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation advocates for action on plastic pollution issues.
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Paloma I. Beamer is the interim associate dean for Community Engagement and professor in the College of Public
Health at the University of Arizona. She holds joint appointments as a professor of Chemical & Environmental
Engineering, Arid Lands, American Indian Studies and the Bio5 Institute and as a research scientist in the Asthma
and Airway Disease Research Center. She is Director of the WEST Environmental Justice Center and is the
Community Engagement Core Director for the Southwest Environmental Health Sciences Center. She is an
environmental engineer by training and her research focuses on understanding how individuals are exposed to
environmental contaminants and the health risks of these exposures with a special focus on vulnerable populations.
Beamer has received a Mentored Quantitative Research Award from NIH and a Scientific Technological Achievement
Award (Level I) from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). She has served on the Board of Scientific
Counselors for both EPA and the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. Beamer received a B.S. in civil
and environmental engineering from the University of California, Berkeley and an M.S. and Ph.D. in civil and
environmental engineering from Stanford University. She previously served on the National Academies’ Standing
Committee on the Use of Emerging Science for Environmental Health Decisions.
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Darrell Boverhof is currently the Environment, Health, Safety, and Sustainability (EHS&S) Excellence Director at
Dow, where he leads teams responsible for driving across-function performance and improvements in the design,
implementation, and execution of reliable end-to-end solutions that enable EHS&S excellence. Boverhof joined Dow
in 2006 as a Toxicologist and has held several technical and leadership roles in the toxicology organization,
including as the Leader for the Cellular and Molecular Toxicology group, where he was active in contributing to the
development of Dow’s Predictive Toxicology capabilities. He has represented Dow externally on the American
Chemistry Council’s (ACC’s) Nanotechnology Panel and Center for the Polyurethanes Industry, as well as the
International Life Sciences Institute’s -Health and Environmental Science Institute Immunotoxicology Technical
Committee. He also served as Dow’s representative on ACC’s Health, Product and Science Policy Committee and
was the Project Leader for Dow’s 2025 Sustainability Goal- Safe Materials for a Sustainable Planet. Externally he
serves on the Medical Committee for the Elsa U. Pardee Foundation, on the Editorial Board for Toxicological
Sciences and on the Society of Toxicology Endowment Fund Board. Boverhof received a B.Sc. in biomedical
toxicology from the University of Guelph, Canada and a Ph.D. in biochemistry/toxicology from Michigan State
University.
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Rachel A. Meidl is a distinguished fellow in energy and sustainability at Rice University's Baker Institute for Public
Policy. Her research focuses on sustainability; circular economy; life cycle management; environmental justice;
safety and environmental regulations of the treatment, storage, disposal, and transportation of hazardous materials
and wastes; and understanding the environmental, economic, and social impacts across energy supply chains.
Meidl was previously appointed as Deputy Associate Administrator of the Department of Transportation’s Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration. Prior to her service in government, she was Director of Regulatory
& Technical Affairs at the American Chemistry Council. She has over 27 years of regulatory, public policy, advocacy
and technical experience in industry, academia, government, finance, and international relations. Meidl received a
B.S. in conservation biology and zoology & animal physiology from the University of Wisconsin–Madison, an M.S. in
environmental policy and management, an M.Ed. in applied science and technology with certifications in chemistry
and physics, and a Ph.D. in law and public policy from Northeastern University and is a Certified Hazardous
Materials Manager.
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Robert Skoglund is the Head of Product Safety and Regulatory Affairs for Covestro LLC. He also serves as an adjunct
professor in the Schools of Public Health at the University of Minnesota and Indiana University and has served as an
advisor to the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the Environmental Protection Agency, the National
Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, the European Chemicals Agency; and serves on the editorial board of
the journal Toxicology and Industrial Health. Skoglund has expertise in toxicology, ecotoxicology, environmental
chemistry, and risk assessment and is board certified in toxicology, industrial hygiene, and product stewardship. He
has over 35 years of experience in the environmental health and safety field including chemical safety, global
chemical management regulations, stewardship, and sustainability. Skoglund received an M.S. in toxicology and a
Ph.D. in environmental chemistry from the University of Minnesota. He currently serves as a liaison to the Advisory
Board for the National Academies’ Environmental Health Matters Initiative.
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Gina Solomon is the Chief of the Division of Occupational, Environmental & Climate Medicine at the University of
California San Francisco (UCSF) where she oversees clinical occupational health activities at three hospital sites,
leads research efforts in environmental health, and directs the Occupational and Environmental Medicine residency
program. From 2018-2023, Solomon was a program director at the Public Health Institute (PHI) in Oakland, CA,
where she established and led the Achieving Resilient Communities (ARC) project to identify, test, and expand
actionable interventions to reduce climate change impacts in farmworker communities. From 2012-2018, Solomon
served as the Deputy Secretary for Science and Health at the California Environmental Protection Agency. She was
a senior scientist at the Natural Resources Defense Council from 1996-2012. Dr. Solomon has served on multiple
boards and committees of the National Academies of Science; World Health Organization; U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Bay Area Air Quality Management District, and other
federal and state agencies. Solomon received her bachelor’s degree from Brown University, her M.D. from Yale, and
did her M.P.H. and her residency and fellowship training in internal medicine and occupational and environmental
medicine at Harvard. At the Academies, Solomon has been a member of numerous committees focused on human
and environmental health and previously chaired the planning committee for the Workshop on the Interplay
between Environmental Exposures and Mental Health Outcomes.


