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Monika Burns
Ex Officio Member

Dr. Burns is the Associate Director for External Animal Activities at Novartis within the Animal Welfare Compliance
group. In this role, she provides global veterinary and ethical oversight for outsourced in vivo studies. She is an
expert in animal welfare, risk assessment, laboratory animal medicine, and has a special focus and interest in the
use of nonhuman primates in biomedical research and preclinical drug development. In a previous role, Dr. Burns
served as the Chief of Marmoset Resources at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). After graduating
from veterinary school, Dr. Burns completed a postdoctoral fellowship in biomedical research training for veterinary
scientists at MIT. She is an Adjunct Associate Professor in the Department of Environmental and Population Health
at the Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine. Dr. Burns is a Diplomate of the American College of Laboratory
Animal Medicine, a member of the Association of Primate Veterinarians, and serves on numerous professional
committees. She has co-authored 15 peer-reviewed journal articles and 4 book chapters and presented at
numerous national and international scientific meetings. Dr. Burns has served as a reviewer on multiple NIH grants
and as a reviewer for journals such as: ILAR J, Journal of Medical Primatology, and the Journal of Applied Animal
Welfare.



Joyce Cohen
Ex Officio Member

Joyce Cohen is the associate director of the Division of Animal Resources at the Yerkes National Primate Research
Center. She is also an associate professor in Emory University School of Medicine's Division of Psychiatry and
Behavioral Sciences and a diplomate of the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine (DACLAM). Dr. Cohen
joined the Yerkes Research Center in 2006 with responsibility for clinical medicine, colony management, residency
training, research support, and administration at the Yerkes Field Station. She was promoted to lead veterinarian at
the field station in 2009 and appointed as assistant director of animal resources at the main center in early 2012. In
her current role as associate director, she oversees the Division of Animal Resources, which includes Animal Care,
Animal Records, Behavioral Management, Colony Management, Occupational Health and Safety, Research
Resources and Veterinary Medicine. Her research interests include a combination of laboratory animal medicine,
research, veterinary medicine and behavioral primatology. She has published research on the incidence of diabetes
and helicobacter in sooty mangabeys, and is currently engaged in research on the microbiome of the sooty
mangabey. She collaborates with investigators on infectious disease studies, such as AIDS and Zika virus infection,
and she manages the NIH-supported Specific Pathogen Free Rhesus monkey breeding colony. Dr. Cohen has been
involved in a number of facility design projects for the benefit of the center's animals at both research sites,
including the Clinical Veterinary Medicine and Research Building, the automated feeders attached to socially
housed monkey compounds, and novel indoor/outdoor animal housing. She received her veterinary medical degree
from The University of Pennsylvania and her postdoctoral training in laboratory animal medicine at the Tri
Institutional Program at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, Weill Medical College, and Rockefeller University.

Robert C. Dysko
Ex Officio Member

Robert C. “Bob” Dysko is a clinical professor in the Unit for Laboratory Animal Medicine (ULAM) at the University of
Michigan Medical School. He received both his B.S. in zoology and DVM from Iowa State University, and completed a
residency in laboratory animal medicine at the University of Michigan. Dr. Dysko has been a faculty member at
ULAM and the University of Michigan since 1990. During those three decades, he has had many major
responsibilities for the Unit including oversight of all campus animal facility design and construction projects,
direction of the rodent health surveillance program, membership on the university’s and the Ann Arbor Veterans
Affair’s animal care and use committees, and service as director of the residency training program in laboratory
animal medicine and comparative medical research. In July 2012, he became the fourth director in the 50-year
history of ULAM, and he served in this role until 2017. He has been active in the American Association for
Laboratory Animal Science (AALAS), serving on its executive board from 2008-2012 and in the role of president in
2011; the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine (ACLAM), serving on its board of directors from 2000-
2003; and the American Association of Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC), serving two 2-year terms on their
board of directors from 2013-2017 as the at-large representative for Departments of Comparative Medicine. He has
represented the University of Michigan on the ILAR RoundTable since 2013, serving as Chair from 2016-2019, and
was named to the ILAR Council in 2019.



Chad D. Foster
Ex Officio Member

COL (Ret.) Chad D. Foster is the Chief Veterinary Officer and Flight Attending Veterinarian for NASA. He began his
tenure in this capacity in December 2021.

Dr. Foster began his Army career at the Veterinary Treatment Facility at Edwards AFB, CA in 2001. In 2003, he was
assigned to 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) where he deployed twice to Iraq as part of the Combined Joint
Special Operations Task Force. In 2005, he reported to the US Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious
Diseases (USAMRIID) at Fort Detrick, MD where he completed a four-year residency in laboratory animal medicine.
Dr. Foster went on to serve as the Attending Veterinarian, US Army Medical Department Center and School (2009);
Director, Research Support Division at the US Army Medical Research Institute of Chemical Defense (2012),
Command Veterinarian, Special Operations Command (2015), Director, Laboratory Animal Resources and Military
Deputy to the VP (Research) at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (2017), and Deputy Chief,
Veterinary Services for the Defense Health Agency (2020). Dr. Foster retired from active duty in January 2022.

Dr. Foster holds a BS and DVM from Texas A&M University, and is a Diplomate, American College of Laboratory
Animal Medicine.

Jim Gnadt
Ex Officio Member

Jim Gnadt oversees National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) funding related to sensorimotor
systems in the brain and quantitative experimental approaches within the Systems and Cognitive Neuroscience
cluster. In the National Institutes of Health Brain Research through Advancing Innovative Neurotechnologies® (NIH
BRAIN) Initiative, Dr. Gnadt is a co-lead of the Integrative and Quantitative Neuroscience Team, and oversees BRAIN
programs in understanding circuits of the central nervous system, team-science research programs, and invasive
intracranial research opportunities in human neuroscience. Dr. Gnadt came to NINDS in 2008 from a career as a
NIH-funded investigator in systems and quantitative neurophysiology since 1986 that spanned appointments at The
Salk Institute, University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), Stony Brook, Howard, and Georgetown Universities. Dr.
Gnadt received his Ph.D. in physiology and biophysics from UAB in 1985 and was an Alfred P. Sloan Research Fellow
from 1993-1995. He studied the neurological basis of cognitive, motor and sensory behavior by combining
behavioral studies with in vivo and in vitro neurophysiology and systems control analyses. He was also co-inventor
of an electrophysiological technique to allow cancellation of brain microstimulation artifacts in real-time neural
recording.



Gail C. Golab
Ex Officio Member

Gail Golab is currently Chief Veterinary Officer for the American Veterinary Medical Association. In that position she
heads the AVMA’s Public Policy Strategic Business Unit, which includes the association’s Animal and Public Health,
Animal Welfare, and Global Outreach Divisions. Prior to her current appointment, Dr. Golab served the AVMA as
Chief Advocacy and Public Policy Officer, and in a variety of other roles in the Association’s Publications, Education
and Research, Communications, and Animal Welfare Divisions. Dr. Golab is best known for her more than 30 years
of work in the human-animal interactions/animal welfare field that began as an undergraduate, transcends both
professional degrees, has included opportunities for exposure to a variety of concerns affecting diverse species, and
includes both research and policy development. Accordingly, she has served on advisory committees on the care
and use of animals in agriculture, biomedical research, the pet industry, entertainment, and human healthcare
applications.

She graduated with a PhD from Texas A&M University, a DVM from the University of Illinois, is certified as a member
of the Australian and New Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists (Animal Welfare), is a charter diplomate of the
American College of Animal Welfare (an AVMA-recognized veterinary specialty board) and a Distinguished
Practitioner in the National Academies of Practice. Work experiences in academia, industry, and private practice set
the stage for a well-balanced approach to difficult issues.

Neera V. Gopee
Ex Officio Member

Neera V. Gopee is the director, Division of Policy and Education in the Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW)
at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda Maryland. Dr. Gopee earned her veterinary degree at the
University of the West Indies and holds a doctoral degree in Toxicology from the University of Georgia. Prior to her
appointment at OLAW, she served as a Veterinary Medical Officer at the National Center for Toxicological Research,
US Food and Drug Administration in Jefferson, AR. Dr. Gopee is board certified in toxicology and laboratory animal
medicine.



Debra Hickman
Ex Officio Member

Debra Hickman is the Associate Vice President Animal Resources and Attending Veterinarian for Purdue University.
She is also a Clinical Professor in the Department of Comparative Pathobiology and has an active research program
that is dedicated to the assessment of laboratory animal well-being with special emphasis on rats. Her body of work
is dedicated to improving husbandry and biomethodology through science, and her current work is focused on light
intensity and refinement of euthanasia techniques. Dr. Hickman has served on multiple committees for AALAS,
ASLAP, and ACLAM supporting refinement of animal care. She is a member of the AAALAC International Council on
Accreditation. She received her DVM and her MS in veterinary clinical medicine from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and is an ACLAM and ACAW diplomate.

LaWanda Holland
Ex Officio Member

Dr. LaWanda Holland is the Vice President, Global Head of In Vivo Sciences at Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies of
Johnson & Johnson. In this role, LaWanda is responsible for an industry-leading, integrated organization focused on
holding a high standard of veterinary practice, lab animal care and medicine, innovative in vivo models with
exemplary standards of 3R’s and world class animal welfare policy execution. She works to assure that R&D
research strategies continue to be enabled through efficient and high-quality in vivo animal models, when needed,
and that her team is seamlessly, globally connected, efficiently managed, and has a strong, nimble talent pipeline
to support the pipeline, end-to-end. LaWanda has served on a variety of external committees including the
California Biomedical Association Governing Board and Public Responsibility in Medicine and Research (PRIM&R)
Membership Committee. She has been an AAALAC International Ad Hoc Specialist since 2009 with specialities in the
areas of animal welfare and IACUC functions. Her work and leadership were recognized through numerous awards
including the 2014 Healthcare Business Association Rising Star Award. LaWanda holds an MBA from The Ohio
University, BS in biology and chemistry from Talladega College, and a PhD in molecular and cellular pathology from
the University of Alabama at Birmingham.



Richard Krauzlis
Ex Officio Member

Rich Krauzlis is a Senior Investigator in the Laboratory of Sensorimotor Research and Chief of the section on Eye
Movements and Visual Selection in the National Eye Institute at NIH. He also holds a Joint Appointment in the
National Institute on Drug Abuse, and an Adjunct Professor position at the Salk Institute in La Jolla, California. Rich’s
scientific work has focused on eye movements and visual attention, and includes electrophysiological studies of the
superior colliculus, cerebellum, basal ganglia and cerebral cortex, psychophysical studies of visual motion
perception and visual attention, and computational modeling. His recent work in monkeys and mice has examined
the interactions between cortical and subcortical brain regions during visual selective attention and perceptual
decision-making. Rich earned his undergraduate degree in Biology from Princeton University and doctorate in
Neuroscience from UC San Francisco working with Steve Lisberger. After postdoctoral training with Fred Miles and
Bob Wurtz at the National Eye Institute, he joined the faculty of the Salk Institute in 1997 and returned to the
National Eye Institute in 2011. Rich currently serves on the Editorial Boards for Journal of Vision and Annual Review
of Vision Science, is a co-chair for the Gordon Research Conference on Eye Movements, and a member of the VSS
Abstract Review Committee; he was also a Senior Editor for Vision Research. He has served on numerous grant
review panels, was a member of the Admissions Committee and Executive Committee in the UCSD Neurosciences
Department, served as a chair of the International Workshop on Visual Attention, and has authored several review
articles on eye movements and visual attention, including the chapter ‘Eye Movements’ in the graduate textbook
Fundamental Neuroscience. His work has been recognized through several awards, including McKnight Scholar and
Technological Innovation awards.

Kelly A. Metcalf Pate
Ex Officio Member

Dr. Metcalf Pate is Director of the Division of Comparative Medicine and an Associate Professor of Biological
Engineering at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Prior to joining M.I.T., she was faculty and a veterinarian at
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, and served as Attending Veterinarian at a military facility. Trained as a
veterinarian-scientist, Dr. Metcalf Pate has expertise in virology, platelet immunology and the development and
refinement of animal models of human disease. She has great enthusiasm for education, and a long history of
developing and managing successful research training programs for veterinarians and veterinary students. Dr.
Metcalf Pate serves on multiple national committees, including as Chair of the Scientific Advisory Committee for
AALAS, as an Ad Hoc Specialist for AAALAC International, and, most recently, as a member of the NAS Ad Hoc
Committee on Nonhuman Primate Model Systems: State of the Science and Future Needs and on the the ACD
Working Group on Catalyzing the Development and Use of Novel Alternative Methods to Advance Biomedical
Research. She received her B.A. through the University Professors Program at Boston University, obtained her
D.V.M. from Purdue University College of Veterinary Medicine, and pursued both veterinary specialty training in
laboratory animal medicine and her Ph.D. at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine.



Joseph T. Newsome
Ex Officio Member

Joseph T. Newsome is an associate professor of pathology, associate director of the Division of Laboratory Animal
Resources (DLAR), Health Sciences, and director for the UPMC Hillman Cancer Center Animal Facility shared
resource at the University of Pittsburgh. While working on his Masters degree, Dr. Newsome worked with the
research team of Dr. Richard Olson that developed the first vaccine for feline leukemia. For the next ten years after
obtaining his doctorate degree, he wore multiple hats at Georgetown University in Washington, DC including facility
manager, assistant professor of surgery and pathology, and clinical veterinarian overseeing surgery and radiological
research support. In 1996 he became a diplomat of the ACLAM and concurrently completed a post-doctoral training
program in experimental pathobiology, assisting in the development of the animal models for the team that
eventually led to the current Human Papilloma Virus Vaccine. From 2000-2012 he was the University of Pittsburgh’s
attending veterinarian. He is the author or co-author of over 70 articles and book chapters. During his career he has
been the principal investigator (4) or coinvestigator (6) on multiple NCRR/OPIR/NIH funded grants focused on
renovations or new construction projects related to vivaria in multiple institutions. He is involved in national and
industry level organizations such as ACLAM, Association of Primate Veterinarians (APV), AALAS, and AVMA with
leadership roles such as being a subcommittee chair for the ACLAM foundation since 2010 and was vice chair of the
Policies and Procedures Coordinating Committee (PPCC) of AAALAS in 2012. His current focus and expertise are in
management, biosecurity, biocontainment, facility design and operations, and cancer modeling, immunology and
virology. He received a BSc in microbiology in 1980, MS in pathobiology in 1982, and DVM in 1986 from the Ohio
State University College of Veterinary Medicine.

Elizabeth Nunamaker
Ex Officio Member

Elizabeth Nunamaker is currently the Director of Animal Welfare for Charles River Laboratories, and previously was
an Assistant Director and Clinical Faculty with Animal Care Services, at the University of Florida. She has expertise
in refined handling of mice, humane endpoints, analgesia and anesthesia, biomaterials, and animal welfare.
Elizabeth won the IQ International Consortium and AAALAC International Global 3Rs Award for North America in
2022 for her work on breeding productivity with refined handling. She is an active member of AALAS, ASLAP, APV,
ACLAM and ACAW. She is also currently the president of the 3Rs Collaborative. Elizabeth received the PhD degree in
Biomedical Engineering in 2006 from University of Michigan, the DVM degree from Purdue University in 2010, and
completed her Laboratory Animal Medicine residency program at the University of Illinois at Chicago and Abbvie Inc.
in 2013. She is double boarded by the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine and the American College of
Animal Welfare.



Patricia Preisig
Ex Officio Member

Patricia “Pat” Preisig is a professor of medicine (nephrology) and cellular and molecular physiology at Yale
University. Prior to joining Yale’s faculty in 2005, she was on the faculty at the University of California, San
Francisco from 1979-1987 where she earned her PhD in organ system physiology in 1983 and at the University of
Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas from 1987-2005. In these positions, Dr. Preisig has been involved in
animal-based research for more than 30 years and so has “lived through” the changes, focuses, “hot topics,” and
development and implementation of both oversight and enforcement activities by the federal oversight bodies
related to animal-based research. Dr. Preisig has 14 years of experience serving on an IACUC–6 years as a scientist
member, 1 year as the vice chair, and 7 years as the chair, the latter position completed in 2015. Dr. Preisig
currently runs an NIH-funded O’Brien Kidney Center Renal Physiology core and oversees the rate setting and
financial compliance of the Yale School of Medicine research cores and service providers. She earned her BSN from
the California State University, Nursing in 1975 and her MS in nephrology nursing from the University of California,
San Francisco in 1979.

Barry Richmond
Ex Officio Member

Barry Richmond graduated from Harvard with a B.A. in 1965 and from Case Western Reserve Medical School with
an M.D. in 1971. He did a residency in pediatrics at University Hospitals of Cleveland from 1971-1973 and a
residency in neurology at the Harvard Longwood program (Peter Bent Brigham-Beth Israel-Boston Children's
Hospital) from 1973-1976. He is board certified in pediatrics and neurology with Special Competence in Child
Neurology. He joined the Laboratory of Neurobiology in 1976 to study the neurophysiology of the visual system in
awake, behaving monkeys. In 1980, he joined the Laboratory of Neuropsychology to set up a program to study how
information about visual stimuli is encoded and processed by single neurons and ensembles of neurons. This work
led to formation of the Section on Neural Coding and Computation in 1996, which studies the coding visual stimuli
as a model for higher brain functions such as perception, memory, and motivation.



Brianna Skinner
Ex Officio Member

Brianna Skinner is a commissioned corps officer in the U.S. Public Health Service. She 
also served in the U.S. Army Veterinary Corps within the continental United States and 
overseas. She recently joined the Office of Counterterrorism and Emerging Threats (OCET) at the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) where she currently serves as a 
senior regulatory veterinarian providing subject matter expertise as an animal model expert for the administration of policies to facilitate the availability of safe and effective 
medical countermeasures against chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear agents, and emerging threats. Prior to transferring to the FDA, she worked at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention for over eleven years supporting infectious disease research and consulting with principal
investigators on animal care and use
in compliance with federal laws and regulations. She is a diplomate in the ACLAM and earned both her BS in animal and poultry sciences and DVM from Tuskegee University. 
Her MPH  in epidemiology and public health education and promotion was earned from Benedictine  University.

Edda F. Thiels
Ex Officio Member

Edda “Floh” Thiels serves as program director in the Division of Integrative Organismal Systems of the Directorate
for Biological Sciences at the National Science Foundation (NSF). Dr. Thiels earned a Ph.D. in Psychology from
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN, and undertook postdoctoral training in Behavioral Neuroscience at the
University of Pittsburgh. Prior to joining the NSF in 2014, she conducted research at the Institute of Theoretical
Biology in Angers, France, and was on the faculty of the Department of Neurobiology at the University of Pittsburgh
School of Medicine, where she rose to associate professor and remains an adjunct faculty. Her research interests
focus on how animals acquire information from the environment and use that information to guide behavior. Her
laboratory studied bidirectional plasticity at hippocampal synapses and experience-dependent alterations in brain
circuits involved in reward learning and addiction. In addition to her research activities, Dr. Thiels was engaged in
science education and training at the undergraduate and post-graduate level as well as in public science outreach,
and has served as the Scientific Director of the Rodent Behavior Analysis Core of the University of Pittsburgh
Schools of Health Sciences until she joined the NSF. At the NSF, she leads the Modulation Program within the Neural
Systems Cluster, which supports research focused on neural mechanisms that mediate organism environment
interactions, including synaptic, circuit, and behavioral plasticity, social and emotional regulation of behaviors,
neuroendocrine and neuroimmune function, biological rhythms, and other complex functions.
Additionally, she is involved in several NSF activities under the BRAIN Initiative, including the Next Generation
Networks for Neuroscience and the Collaborative Research in Computational Neuroscience programs, and she
serves as the Foundation’s Animal Welfare Officer.



Sally Thompson-Iritani
Ex Officio Member

Sally Thompson-Iritani, DVM/PhD, is the Assistant Vice Provost for Animal Care, Outreach and the 3Rs at the
University of Washington (UW). She has experience in both industry and academia as a laboratory animal
veterinarian, IACUC administrator, facility manager and preclinical researcher. She has received certification as an
IACUC Administrator (Prim&R), Compassion Fatigue Professional (IATP), Compassion Fatigue Educator (GreenCross)
and Human Animal Bond Practitioner (AVMA). She is the executive sponsor for the UW Dare to Care (D2C) program
which provides support and Compassion Resiliency resources for personnel that care and work with research
animals and serves as a mentor for the UW One Health Program OHHAI (Occupational Health at the Human-Animal
Interface) that trains physicians on the role of One Health in our society. Other areas of emphasis are development
of novel ways to support animal welfare and decrease regulatory burden by standardization of procedures
(Compliance Unit Standard Procedure (CUSP) partnered with Federal Demonstration Partnership), and utilization of
Positive Reinforcement Training (PRT) to minimize stress when working with research animals. She is involved
nationally with the North American 3Rs Collaborative, US Openness Initiative, American Society for Laboratory
Animal Practitioners and locally with the Northwest Association for Biomedical Research and the Washington State
Veterinary Medical Association.


