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John T. Wells
Chair

Dr. Wells retired from the Virginia Institute of Marine Science in 2021, where he served as Dean and Director for 17
years. Prior to VIMS, he served as a faculty member at University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill (UNC - Chapel Hill)
for 20 years, 11 of which were as Director of the Institute of Marine Sciences. He was also faculty at Louisiana State
University (LSU) for 6 years. Dr. Wells focused his research on sedimentology and morphology of clastic
sedimentary environments and the physical processes that shape their evolution. Research topics included:
dynamics of fine-grained sediments; estuarine and deltaic sedimentation; and beach and shelf processes. He has a
long history of serving on various panels, boards, and committees in Louisiana, most recently as chair of the review
panel for Mississippi River Diversion Planning and Implementation from 2014-2016. While at UNC - Chapel Hill, Dr.
Wells was the recipient of a Distinguished Teaching Award for post-baccalaureate instruction. He served as Editor-
in-Chief of Marine Geology for 15 years and received a recognition award for four consecutive years for most cited
Special Issue, titled State-of-the-Art in Marine Geology. He received his Ph.D. from Louisiana State University in

1977, and M.S. and B.S. degrees from, respectively, Old Dominion University in 1973 and Virginia Tech in 1970.

Samuel D. Brody

Member

Dr. Brody is a Regents Professor and holder of the George P. Mitchell 40 Chair in Sustainable Coasts in the
Department of Marine and Coastal Environmental Science at Texas A&M University, Galveston Campus. He is the
Director of the Institute for a Disaster Resilient Texas, an Adjunct Professor in the Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering at Rice University, and a Senior Fellow at the Water Institute of the Gulf. He was also the
Lead Technical Expert for the Governor’s Commission to Rebuild Texas in response to Hurricane Harvey. Dr. Brody’s
research focuses on coastal environmental planning, spatial analysis, flood mitigation, climate change policy, and
natural hazards mitigation. He has published numerous scientific articles on flood risk and mitigation, and recently
released the book Coastal Flood Risk Reduction: The Netherlands and the U.S. Upper Texas Coast, published by
Elsevier Press. Dr. Brody teaches graduate courses in environmental planning, flood mitigation, and coastal
resiliency. He has also worked in both the public and private sectors to help local communities adopt flood

mitigation plans.



Jessica Dandridge

Member

Jessica Dandridge serves as the Executive Director of The Water Collaborative of Greater New Orleans, where she
leads community-driven strategies addressing water justice, climate adaptation, and equitable economic
development. Previously, she served as Louisiana State Director at the Election Engagement Project and as
Program Director for the Rural Electric Cooperative Democracy Project at the Rockefeller Family Fund. Her
professional expertise spans climate resiliency, community organizing, and equitable water management, with a
focus on turning water infrastructure into a tool for social, environmental, and economic empowerment. Jessica has
worked with more than two dozen organizations locally and nationally, developing campaigns and partnerships that
center inclusion, justice, and sustainability. She was named to the inaugural Obama Leader USA Cohort and
recognized among the Greater New Orleans 40 Under 40. Jessica currently co-chairs the National Academies’
Climate Resiliency Roundtable, serves on the Community Advisory Board for the Coalition to Restore Coastal
Louisiana, and is a Commissioner for the Governor’s Advisory Commission on Coastal Protection, Restoration, and
Conservation. She earned her B.A. in Political Science from Xavier University of Louisiana and her M.A. in

International Affairs, focusing on conflict and security, from The New School in New York City.

John A. Lopez

Member

Dr. Lopez is President of Delta Science, LLC and currently consults with non-profit and for-profit entities. From 2001
to 2005, he worked for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in the Coastal Restoration Branch. He was a founding
member of Pontchartrain Conservancy and served on its board. While serving as the Executive Director of the
Pontchartrain Conservancy, he oversaw the reconstruction of the New Canal Lighthouse in New Orleans. As Director
of the Pontchartrain Conservancy Coastal Program, he focused on applied restoration, resiliency, and research,
including deltaic land-building, subsidence, and the evolution of river outlets (e.g., Mardi Gras Pass). In 2005, he
developed the Multiple Lines of Defense System, a strategy for using natural and man-made defenses against
hurricanes which has gained broad acceptance in coastal planning for Louisiana. From 2009 to 2017, he served on
the Framework Development Team for Louisiana’s Coastal Master Plans and is currently on the Regional Planning
Team for the state’s 2023 plan. He is a member of the American Geophysical Union, Geological Society of America,
Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation, and the American Association of Petroleum Geologists. He was awarded
the Orville T. Magoon Service Award by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association, the Professional
Conservation of the Year, the Governor's Commendation, a Coastal Stewardship Award, and others. Dr. Lopez
completed his doctorate at the University of New Orleans under the guidance of coastal scientist Dr. Shea Penland,

who was a research pioneer in the geomorphology of the Mississippi River Delta.



Kimberly M. Meitzen
Member

Dr. Meitzen is an Associate Professor in the Department of Geography and Environmental Studies at Texas State
University (TXST). Dr. Meitzen teaches undergraduate courses on river processes, river basin management,
environmental management, and biogeography, and graduate courses on water resources and river and society
related issues. Her research focuses on hydraulic flood modeling, environmental flows, river channel and floodplain
habitat suitability modeling, riparian ecosystems, and geomorphic channel changes. Dr. Meitzen is currently the
TXST representative for the Stakeholder Committee of the Edwards Aquifer Habitat Conservation Plan, the public
interest representative for the Guadalupe Regional Flood Planning Group, co-lead of the Texas Aquatic Connectivity
Team. She has received the TXST Favorite Professor award in 2014 and 2019, the College of Liberal Arts Service
Award in 2022, and a TXST Presidential Research Award in 2023. Dr. Meitzen completed her B.S. at the University of
Texas Austin and received her M.S. and Ph.D. from the University of South Carolina - Columbia in 2011. After
receiving her doctorate, she was a Post-Doctoral Fellow with Duke University and the Nature Conservancy in North

Carolina.

Laura J. Moore
Member

Dr. Moore is a Professor in the Department of Earth, Marine and Environmental Science at the University of North
Carolina - Chapel Hill where she is Director of the Coastal Environmental Change Lab. Dr. Moore also serves as the
Director of C-CoAST, Collaboratory for Coastal Adaptation over Space and Time, a multi-disciplinary, multi-
university, multi-agency group, which is funded by the National Science Foundation Coast and People (CoPe)
Program. Dr. Moore’s interdisciplinary research program in coastal geomorphology/geology focuses on the response
of low-lying coastal environments to climate change. Her recent and ongoing work merges observational and
numerical approaches to investigate barrier island response to sea level rise; coastal foredune dynamics and the
role of dunes in island evolution; couplings among barrier islands, back-barrier marshes, and bays; large-scale
coastline response to changing wave climate; feedbacks and interactions between human activities and natural
processes that affect coastline evolution; and novel arts-based approaches to science education. Her research
involves collaboration with ecologists, geomorphologists, economists, engineers, hydrologists, oceanographers,
education researchers, behavioral scientists, computer scientists and dramatic artists, as well as coastal
practitioners and stakeholders. Dr. Moore has been an Investigator at the Virginia Coast Reserve Long-term
Ecological Research site since 2008. She served as a member of the National Academy of Sciences Committee
“Long-term Coastal Zone Dynamics: Interactions and Feedbacks between Natural and Human Processes along the
U.S. Gulf Coast” and was the lead editor of Barrier Dynamics and Response to Changing Climate published in 2018
by Springer. Dr. Moore also serves as Chair of the North Carolina Coastal Resource Commission’s Science Panel on

Coastal Hazards.



Daniel R. Petrolia
Member

Dan is a professor of environmental and natural resource economics, and graduate coordinator, in the Department
of Agricultural Economics at Mississippi State University. He has served on the faculty since 2006. His research
focuses on the economics of coastal resources, natural hazards, and aquaculture. He has published over sixty peer-
reviewed research articles and secured over $12 million in grant funding. He teaches courses in benefit-cost
analysis and environmental economics. Dan serves as a member of the Scientific and Statistical Committee and
Ecosystems Technical Committee of the Gulf Fishery Management Council and served recently as editor of the
journal Applied Economic Perspectives & Policy. In 2003, he served as the John P. Laborde Endowed Chair for Sea
Grant Research and Technology Transfer and Visiting Professor at Louisiana State University. He is a Louisiana
native, earned bachelor’'s and master’'s degrees from Louisiana State University, and earned a Ph.D. from the

University of Minnesota.

Carter S. Smith
Member

Dr. Smith is an Assistant Professor in the School of Aquatic and Fisheries Sciences at the University of Washington.
She is an interdisciplinary marine scientist seeking to understand the socioecological drivers of and adaptive
solutions for global change. She integrates field experiments, field surveys, and social science methodology, with
long-term data collection and synthesis techniques to answer questions related to the following themes: 1)
employing socio-ecological methods to unravel mechanisms of climate resilience; 1) evaluating shoreline
development as a global driver of marine ecosystem structure and function; Ill) testing how species interactions
mediate the effects of global stressors; and, IV) applying multidisciplinary theory to advance restoration practice. At
the University of Washington she teaches classes on Aquatic Ecology and Coastal Restoration Ecology. She has a
Ph.D. in Marine Science from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a B.A. in Theater Arts from

Wesleyan University, and she completed her post-doctoral training at the Duke University Marine Lab.



Jane M. Smith
Member

Dr. Smith is a Research Professor at University of Florida and an Emeritus Senior Research Scientist at the US
Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC), Coastal and Hydraulics Laboratory. She earned a PhD from
University of Delaware in Civil Engineering with an emphasis in Coastal Engineering. Her research focus is on
coastal hydrodynamics, including nearshore waves and currents, shallow-water wave processes, and storm surge.
Her projects include theoretical and numerical studies as well laboratory and field experimentation. Smith serves on
editorial boards for Coastal Engineering; Journal of Waterway, Port, Coastal and Ocean Engineering; and Frontiers in
Built Environment. She is a Distinguished Member of American Society of Civil Engineers and a member of the
National Academy of Engineering. She has 200 professional publications. Dr. Smith is teaching Coastal Dynamics

and Coast Resilience/Engineering with Nature at University of Florida.

Martin D. Smith
Member

Martin D. Smith is the George M. Woodwell Distinguished Professor of Environmental Economics in the Nicholas
School of the Environment and the Department of Economics at Duke University. He earned a PhD at University of
California, Davis in Agricultural and Resource Economics (2001) and a BA at Stanford University in Public Policy
(1992). Smith studies the economics of the oceans and works primarily on bioeconomics of the fishery, economics
of global seafood markets and trade, and economics of coastal climate change adaptation. He has served as Editor-
in-Chief of the journal Marine Resource Economics, Co-editor of Journal of Environmental Economics and
Management, Co-editor of Journal of the Association of Environmental and Resource Economists, Features Editor of
Review of Environmental Economics and Policy, and as a member of the Ocean Studies Board (2 terms) and the
Gulf Environmental Protection and Stewardship Board of the U.S. National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine, a member of the Scientific and Statistical Committee of the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council,
and President of the International Institute of Fisheries Economics and Trade. Smith has published over 100
scholarly articles, book chapters, and reviews, including works in The American Economic Review, Nature, Science,
and PNAS.



