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Claire D. Brindis, DrPH, MPH (chair), is a Distinguished Emerita Professor of Pediatrics and Health Policy,
Department of Pediatrics and Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Health Sciences and Emerita
Director of the Philip R. Lee Institute for Health Policy Studies at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF).
Dr. Brindis is also the Co-Director of the Adolescent and Young Adult Health National Resource Center. She is also a
Founding Director of the Bixby Center for Global Reproductive Health in the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology
and Reproductive Sciences and IHPS, UCSF. Incorporating a variety of quantitative and qualitative methodologies,
as well as community participatory research, Dr. Brindis’ research focuses on program evaluation and the
translation of research into policy at the local, state, and national level. As a bilingual, bi-cultural researcher, Dr.
Brindis’ research and personal commitment focus on ameliorating the impact of social, health, and economic
disparities among ethnic/racial populations, with a particular focus on women, young adults, and adolescents and
reproductive health. For example, in the area of reproductive health, Dr. Brindis led a multidisciplinary evaluation
team evaluating California’s Office of Family Planning’s Family PACT program, a Federal 1115 Medicaid waiver.
Evaluation findings indicate that this program has successfully served annually nearly 1.3 million women and men,
helping to avert approximately 300,000 pregnancies per year annually. For every dollar spent on the program, an
estimated savings of $5.83 in medical and social costs is realized through the prevention of unintended pregnancies
up to five years after birth. Dr. Brindis’ policy research focuses on how disparities impact health outcomes, including
access to quality care and health insurance coverage, as well as examining the impact of migration and
acculturation, as well as social determinants of health, on Latinx. Dr. Brindis is past chair of the Population, Family
Planning and Reproductive Health Section of the American Public Health Association (2003-2004) and the Board of
Directors for Advocates for Youth, Washington D.C. (2003-2005). Dr. Brindis has served on many expert panels,
including the Institute of Medicine (IOM) Committee on Pediatric Health and Health Care Quality Measures, the
Committee on Preventive Services for Women, the Committee on the Health and Well-Being of Young Adults, and
the Committee on Neurobiological and Social-Behavioral Research on Adolescent Health. At UCSF, she is past chair
of the Chancellor's Advisory Committee on the Status of Women. She is the recipient of numerous state and
national awards, including the California Department of Health Services with the 2000 Beverlee A. Myers Award for
Excellence in Public Health, the Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs, Washington, DC, with the
annual 2001 John C. MacQueen Lecture Award, the 2005 Federal Maternal and Child Health Bureau Director's
Award.



Wanda Barfield
Ex Officio Member

Wanda Barfield, MD, MPH, FAAP, RADM USPHS (ret.), is Director of the Division of Reproductive Health (DRH) within
the National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (NCCDPHP) at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). Dr. Barfield leads efforts to provide optimal and equitable health to women and
infants through improved surveillance and applied public health research during the critical junctures of population
health-- pregnancy, infancy, and adolescence. Through building and strengthening strategic partnerships with
multiple organizations, her division leads several programs to monitor maternal and infant mortality and morbidity;
the impact of emerging threats to pregnant/postpartum women and their infants (opioids, disasters, COVID-19); and
issues in women’s reproductive health, from contraception and teen/unintended pregnancy to infertility and
assisted reproductive technology. She has over 200 publications in these areas.
Dr. Barfield received her medical and public health degrees from Harvard University, completed a pediatrics
residency at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, and a neonatal-perinatal medicine fellowship at Harvard. She is a
retired Rear Admiral (Assistant Surgeon General) in the U.S. Public Health Service, and a Professor of Pediatrics at
the Uniformed Services University. She continues to practice neonatology, providing clinical care to critically ill
newborns.

Alison N. Cernich
Ex Officio Member

Dr. Alison Cernich, PhD is the Deputy Director of the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development (NICHD) and works to support the Institute’s mission to lead research and training to
understand human development, improve reproductive health, enhance the lives of children and adolescents, and
optimize abilities for all. Prior to this position, Dr. Cernich was the Director of the National Center for Medical
Rehabilitation Research (NCMRR) at NICHD, Deputy Director of the Defense Centers of Excellence for Psychological
Health and Traumatic Brain Injury in the Department of Defense, and multiple roles in the Department of Veterans
Affairs. She received her doctoral degree in Clinical Psychology from Fairleigh Dickinson University and completed
post-doctoral training in cognitive neuroscience at the National Rehabilitation Hospital in Washington, DC. She is a
board-certified neuropsychologist and is the lead or contributing author on multiple peer-reviewed articles and
conference presentations, with an emphasis on disability and pregnancy, traumatic brain injury and computerized
neuropsychological assessment.



Andreia Alexander
Member

Andreia Alexander, MD, PhD, MPH, is an assistant professor of emergency medicine, the associate program director
for the emergency medicine residency, and co-director of the Health Equity Education Pathway at Indiana University
School of Medicine. She has been afaculty member at IUEM since 2018. She graduated from the University of
Florida with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 2005, Master of Public Health Program at Indiana University in 2006,
IUSM MD/PhD Program in 2014 and from Rutgers New Jersey Medical School Emergency Medicine Residency in
2018. Her clinical and research interests include resident education, improving Emergency Department care for
sexual and reproductive health issues, and raising awareness of systemic racism and implicit biases in ED clinical
practice and their influence on health inequities. Additionally, Dr. Alexander has research funding to develop an
intervention to increase access to contraception in the emergency department and an ethnographic study
examining the bioethics of the treatment of vaginal bleeding in the emergency department post-Roe. Dr. Alexander
also serves on the Board of Trustees for the Indiana State Medical Association and on their Commission on
Legislation where she advocates for health policy that will decrease health inequities, particularly those around
sexual and reproductive health. Because of this work, in 2021 Dr. Alexander was named to EMRA’s Top 25 Under 45
Influencers in Emergency Medicine, and in 2022 she received the Indiana University Trustee Teaching Award.

Elizabeth Ananat
Member

Elizabeth Ananat, PhD, MPP is Mallya Professor of Women and Economics at Barnard College, Columbia University
since 2020. In 2010 she served as Senior Economist for Labor, Education, and Welfare at the White House Council of
Economic Advisers. Her research focuses on the intergenerational dynamics of poverty and inequality. She received
a B.A. in political economy and mathematics at Williams College in 1999, a master's degree in public policy from the
Ford School at the University of Michigan in 2001, and a Ph.D. in economics from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology in 2006.



Bruce N. Calonge
Member

Bruce N. Calonge, MD, MPH, is the associate dean for public health practice and an associate professor of
epidemiology at the Colorado School of Public Health. Additionally, Dr. Calonge is an associate professor of family
medicine at the School of Medicine on the CU Anschutz Medical Campus. Dr. Calonge is also the president and CEO
of the Colorado Trust. He serves as the vice chair of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Community
Preventive Services Task Force. He also chairs the Board on Population Health and Public Health Practice of the
National Academies of Science, Engineering and Health and serves on the National Academies’ Roundtable on the
Promotion of Health Equity. Before joining the Colorado Trust, Dr. Calonge served as the chief medical officer of the
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. He also served as chief of Colorado Permanente Medical
Group's Department of Preventive Medicine, where he practiced as a family physician for 10 years. He is a past
president of the Colorado Medical Board and was elected to the National Academy of Medicine in 2011.

Judy Chang
Member

Judy Chang, MD, MPH has worked in the field of intimate partner violence (IPV) as a community advocate, educator,
women’s health provider and researcher for over 20 years. While much of this work has focused on health care
screening and interventions for intimate partner violence victims, she has expanded her scope in this field to
explore interventions for both male and female perpetrators of IPV and develop primary prevention interventions for
high-risk children and youth. Dr. Chang has developed expertise in qualitative research methods, behavioral
interventions, methods of communication analyses, and patient-provider communication. She has numerous
ongoing collaborations with community advocates; investigators in the fields of medicine, psychiatry, pediatrics,
nursing, and public health; and faculty from fields such as anthropology, linguistics, and computer science. In
addition to being a practicing clinician, Dr. Chang teaches and supervises numerous nurse practitioners, physician
assistants, residents, and students. Her knowledge brings clinical relevance and legitimacy to all projects under her
care. As an Assistant Dean of Medical Student Research, she assists medical students in learning about scientific
inquiry and the various approaches used to answer research questions.



Ellen W. Clayton
Member

Ellen Wright CLayton, MD, JD, is a Professor of Pediatrics, Law, and Health Policy at Vanderbilt University Medical
Center and Vanderbilt University. She is an internationally recognized expert on issues related to genomics,
research ethics, as well as children’s and women’s health. She practiced general pediatrics for 20 years. She
teaches bioethics and law, genetics and law, and reproductive justice. She is a member of NAM, from which she
received the David Rall medal. She is a graduate of Duke University, Stanford University, Yale Law School, and
Harvard Medical School. She has chaired two committees on Title X Family Planning, one on sex trafficking, one on
ME/CFS, was a member of the first committee on human gene editing and is currently co-chair of the NRC Report
Review Committee

Cat Dymond
Member

Cat Dymond, MSN, CNM is a certified nurse-midwife, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE), and a nurse
entrepreneur, proudly practicing in Atlanta, GA. They are passionate about centering Black and LGBTQIA+
communities and providing inclusive sexual and reproductive health through patient education incorporating health
equity and reproductive justice. Cat has witnessed the transformative power of holistic healthcare as a pro bono
doula for 30 years serving immigrant and low income birthing people. They believe midwifery is a framework for
innovation and emancipatory nursing praxis. As a single parent of two, Cat earned an Anthropology degree from
Harvard University and a BSN and MSN from Emory University. Midwifery is their second career after working for
more than 20 years in government social services. Their lived experience, training in evidence-based practice and
trauma-informed care, allows them to create and implement successful policies and programs. Cat created
Earthseed Midwifery, a grant-funded mobile/virtual health service that provides inclusive, online sexual and
reproductive health education to marginalized communities. Cat's practice home has been the Atlanta Birth Center,
where they've provided holistic, comprehensive, and family- centered midwifery care. They became a SANE through
Georgia State University and received advanced training in Perinatal Mental Health from Postpartum Support
International. Cat has been the recipient of numerous leadership awards, is a co-Leader of the National Advanced
Practice Clinician (APC) Cluster for the Reproductive Health Access Proiect, and sits on the Board of Directors of
GLMA: Health Professionals Advancing LGBTQ Equality.



Michele B. Goodwin
Member

Michelle Bratcher Goodwin, JD, LLM, is Chancellor’s Professor at the University of California, Irvine and founding
director of the Center for Biotechnology and Global Health Policy. She ranks among the most cited professors in
health law in the world and has conducted field research around the globe. Her scholarship has been referenced by
national media, legislators, courts, and civil society organizations. She is the author of six books and over 100
articles, book chapters, and commentaries. Dr. Goodwin’s scholarship addresses legal and medical questions
related to public health, reproductive health, and race, class, sex, and LGBTQ justice. She is the recipient of the
2020-21 Distinguished Senior Faculty Award for Research, the highest honor bestowed by the University of
California. In 2022, she received the Margaret Brent Award from the American Bar Association. Dr. Goodwin is as an
elected member of the American Law Institute, and elected Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and the Hastings
Center (the organization central to the founding of bioethics). Dr. Goodwin earned her SJD and LL.M at the
University of Wisconsin and her J.D. from Boston College. She majored insociology, anthropology, and African
Languages and Literature as an undergraduate at the University of Wisconsin.

Barbara J. Grosz
Member

Barbara Grosz, PhD, is Higgins Research Professor of Natural Sciences in the Paulson School of Engineering and
Applied Sciences at Harvard University. Contributions of her research in Artificial Intelligence include fundamental
advances in natural-language dialogue processing and in theories of multi-agent collaboration, and innovative uses
of models developed in this research to improve healthcare coordination and science education. Professor Grosz co-
founded Harvard's Embedded Ethics program, which integrates teaching of ethical reasoning into core computer
science courses and has been adopted by several other universities. She is known also for her role in the
establishment and leadership of interdisciplinary institutions and for her contributions to the advancement of
women in science. A member of the National Academy of Engineering, the American Philosophical Society, and the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, she is a fellow of several scientific societies and recipient of the 2009
ACM/AAAI Allen Newell Award, the 2015 IJCAI Award for Research Excellence, and the 2017 Association for
Computational Linguistics Lifetime Achievement Award. She received her undergraduate degree from Cornell
University and her Ph.D. from University of California, Berkeley. She chaired the National Academies consensus
study Fostering Responsible Computing Research: Foundations and Practices (2022).



Vincent Guilamo-Ramos
Member

Vincent Guilamo-Ramos, PhD, MPH, LCSW, RN, ANP-BC, PMHNP-BC, FAAN, is Dean and Distinguished Professor of
the Duke University School of Nursing, Vice Chancellor for Nursing Affairs, Duke University, and director of the
Center for Latino Adolescent and Family Health. Dr. Guilamo-Ramos is a nurse practitioner dually licensed in
primary care and psychiatric-mental health nursing. His research focuses on improving healthcare access, quality,
and outcomes for Latinos and other populations experiencing structural adversity, with a focus on adolescent and
young adult sexual health and mitigating the mechanisms through which the social determinants of health shape
health inequities. Dr. Guilamo-Ramos’ research has been federally funded for over two decades by NIH and various
other agencies. He has published over 100 manuscripts in leading peer-reviewed scientific and health journals and
his work has received national media attention in outlets such as the New York Times, The Guardian, and
Newsweek. He serves as a member of the HHS Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS, the HHS Panel on
Antiretroviral Guidelines for Adults and Adolescents, the CDC/HRSA Advisory Committee on HIV, Viral Hepatitis and
STD Prevention and Treatment, and the NASEM Ad Hoc Committee on Unequal Treatment Revisited: The Current
State of Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health Care. In addition, he served on the NASEM Committee on Prevention
and Control of STIs in the US. Dr. Guilamo-Ramos received a PhD in Social Welfare from SUNY Albany, an MSN
degree from Duke University, and MPH, MSW, and MS degrees from New York University.

Lisa Harris
Member

Lisa Harris, MD, PhD, is the F. Wallace and Janet Jeffries Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, and Professor of
Women's and Gender studies at University of Michigan (UM). After college and medical school at Harvard, Dr. Harris
completed residency at UC San Francisco. Because so many issues in reproductive health are tied to history and
culture, she subsequently earned a PhD in American Culture. She has included abortion care in her clinical work
through her career and founded and led UM's residency training program in family planning and Fellowship in
Complex Family Planning. Her scholarship has made her a national and international thought leader in many
arenas, including abortion stigma, conscience and abortion, experiences of abortion care providers, racial
stratification of reproduction, and the role of doctors’ voices in depolarizing abortion. For the past year she led UM’s
post-Roe Task Force, charged with managing the university’s preparations after Dobbs. She has received a variety
of awards for her scholarship and teaching, including the Association of Reproductive Health Professional's
Preserving Core Values in Science Award, Outstanding Researcher awards from the Society of Family Planning and
from the National Abortion Federation. She was recently appointed Arthur Thurnau Professor, UM’s highest award
for undergraduate teaching.



Justin R. Lappen
Member

Justin R. Lappen, MD, is the Section Head of Maternal Fetal Medicine at Cleveland Clinic and is an Associate
Professor of Reproductive Biology at the Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine, Case Western Reserve
University. Dr. Lappen received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Mathematics from Columbia University and his Medical
Degree from Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. He completed residency training in Obstetrics and
Gynecology at Prentice Women's Hospital, Northwestern University School of Medicine and fellowship in Maternal
Fetal Medicine at MetroHealth Medical Center, Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine. Dr. Lappen has
a passion for interdisciplinary clinical work and research at the intersection of Obstetrics and Critical Care medicine,
including maternal cardiac disease, sepsis, and placenta accreta spectrum disorders. He has completed numerous
observational studies and prospective trials on obstetric early warning systems and the evaluation of maternal
volume status, as well as research in other areas of Obstetrics and Maternal Fetal Medicine. He is the funded
principal investigator for a state-wide quality initiative focused on reducing maternal morbidity/mortality and health
disparities related to hypertensive disorders of pregnancy. He has published extensively in peer-reviewed journals,
received institutional research grants, and serves as a reviewer for multiple journals in Obstetrics and Maternal
Fetal Medicine. Dr. Lappen has served on national committees including the National Partnership for Maternal
Safety Committee on Vital Sign Triggers and holds national leadership roles as a member of the Reproductive
Health Services Advisory Group and Publications Committee through the Society for Maternal Fetal Medicine.



Monica McLemore
Member

Dr. Monica R. McLemore is a tenured professor in the Child, Family, and Population Health Department and the
Interim Director for the Manning-Price Spratlan Center for Anti-Racism and Equity (CARE) in Nursing at the
University of Washington School of Nursing and Board Member for the Washington Health Benefit Exchange. Prior to
her arrival at UW, she was a tenured associate professor at the University of California, San Francisco and was
named the Thelma Shobe Endowed Chair in 2021. She retired from clinical practice as a public health and staff
nurse after a 28-year clinical nursing career in 2019, however, continues to provide flu and COVID-19 vaccines.

Her program of research is focused on understanding reproductive health and justice. To date, she has 105 peer
reviewed articles, opinion articles and commentaries and her research has been cited in the Huffington Post;
Lavender Health; six amicus briefs to the Supreme Court of the United States; and three National Academies of
Science, Engineering, and Medicine reports; and a data visualization project titled, “How To Fix Maternal Mortality:
The first step is to stop blaming women,” published in the 2019 Future of Medicine edition of Scientific American.

Her work has also appeared in publications such as Dame Magazine, Politico, ProPublica/NPR and she made a voice
appearance in Terrance Nance’s HBO series Random Acts of Flyness. She is the recipient of numerous awards and
currently serves as chair for Sexual and Reproductive Health section of the American Public Health Association. She
was inducted as a fellow of the American Academy of Nursing in 2019. She became the Editor in Chief of Health
Equity Journal in 2022. In 2023, she became the Associate Dean for Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion in the School of
Nursing.



Rebecca R. Richards-Kortum
Member

Rebecca R. Richards-Kortum, PhD, MS research and teaching focus is on the development of low-cost, high-
performance technologies for remote and low-resource settings. She is known for providing vulnerable populations
with access to life-saving health technologies that address diseases and conditions that cause high morbidity and
mortality, such as cervical and oral cancer, premature birth, sickle cell disease and malaria. For two decades,
Richards-Kortum's laboratory has focused on translating research that integrates advances in nanotechnology and
molecular imaging with microfabrication technologies to develop optical imaging systems that are inexpensive,
portable, and provide rapid point-of-care diagnosis. When used with contrast agents, these rugged and portable
optical imaging systems detect molecular signatures of pre-cancer, assess tumor margins, and monitor a patient’s
response to therapy. She is one of five eminent U.S. scientists and engineers selected in June 2018 to serve the U.S.
Department of State as a U.S. Science Envoy for Health Security. She is also the first Houston scientist, the first
Houston woman and the first Rice faculty member to win a coveted "genius grant" from the MacArthur Foundation
(2016). In July 2017, the MacArthur Foundation named an international team of collaborators led by Richards-
Kortum a finalist for its 100&Change $100 million grant competition for its plan to end preventable newborn deaths
in Africa within 10 years. Supporting this plan is a new $15 million grant from the MacArthur Foundation to
Richards-Kortum and her team for the development and implementation of Newborn Essential Solutions and
Technologies, or NEST, which is an integrated group of 17 lifesaving neonatal technologies that could prevent 85
percent of the newborn deaths in Africa.

Sara Rosenbaum
Member

Sara Rosenbaum, JD, is the Harold and Jane Hirsh Professor of Health Law and Policy and Founding Chair of the
Department of Health Policy at the Milken Institute School of Public Health, George Washington University. She also
holds professorships in the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and Public Administration and the Schools of Law
and Medicine and Health Sciences. A graduate of Wesleyan University and Boston University Law School, Professor
Rosenbaum has devoted her career to issues of health justice for populations who are medically underserved as a
result of race, poverty, disability, or cultural exclusion. An honored teacher and scholar, a highly popular speaker,
and a widely read writer on many aspects of health law and policy, Professor Rosenbaum has emphasized public
engagement as a core element of her professional life, providing public service to six Presidential Administrations
and nineteen Congresses. She is best known for her work on national health reform, Medicaid and private
insurance, Medicaid managed care, health care access for medically underserved communities and populations,
and civil rights and health care.



Yvette Roubideaux
Member

Yvette Roubideaux, MD, MPH, is a physician, researcher, and public health advocate. She is an Adjunct Professor in
the Department of Health Systems, Management, and Policy at the Colorado School of Public Health. She previously
served as Director of the Policy Research Center, National Congress of American Indians where she conducted and
translated policy research and data to improve outcomes for American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) Tribal
Nations. Her prior work includes research, education, and policy development in the areas of AI/AN health and the
quality of diabetes care. She served in the Obama Administration as a Senior Advisor to the HHS Secretary for
American Indians and Alaska Natives and as the Director of the Indian Health Service (IHS). Dr. Roubideaux directed
training programs to encourage AI/AN students to enter health/research professions, is a founder of the Native
Research Network, Inc., served as President of the Association of American Indian Physicians, and is an elected
member of the National Academy of Medicine. Dr. Roubideaux received her undergraduate, medical, and public
health degrees at Harvard, authored several peer-reviewed research publications, and co-edited the 2001 book
Promises to Keep: Public Health Policy for American Indians and Alaska Natives in the 21st Century.

Alina Salganicoff
Member

Alina Salganicoff, PhD is a senior vice president and the director of Women’s Health Policy at KFF. Her work at KFF
focuses on health policies of importance to women throughout their lifespans, with an emphasis on coverage and
access challenges facing underserved women. Dr. Salganicoff has written and lectured extensively on the financing
of and access to health services for women on topics ranging maternity care and reproductive health to long-term
care. Over her career, she has also served on numerous federal, state, and non-profit advisory committees focused
on improving the quality of and access to health care for women, including the HHS Office on Women’s Health,
AHRQ, HRSA, CDC, OPA, and the VA. She also served as a member of multiple National Academy of Sciences
committees including those that addressed abortion safety and quality, the control and prevention of STIs, and
women’s health research, as well as the Institute of Medicine committee that issued recommendations for
preventive services for women that are now covered under the ACA. Dr. Salganicoff is currently a member of the
Advisory Panel of the ACOG’s Women’s Preventive Services Initiative (WPSI), the Public Policy Advisory Group of
Power to Decide, and an associate editor of the journal, Women’s Health Issues. Born in Argentina, Dr. Salganicoff is
a native Spanish speaker. She holds a B.S. from the Pennsylvania State University and a Ph.D. in Health Policy from
the Johns Hopkins University.



Susan C. Scrimshaw
Member

Susan Scrimshaw, PhD, is a medical anthropologist who was President of Russell Sage College, Troy, NY, President
of Simmons College, Boston, Massachusetts, Dean of the School of Public Health at the University of Illinois at
Chicago, and Associate Dean of public health at UCLA. She is a member of the National Academy of Medicine and a
AAAS Fellow. Her NAM work includes six years on the NAM Council, the IOM Committee on Health Literacy. (Report:
“Health Literacy: A Prescription to End Confusion.” National Academies Press, 2004.) She chaired the IOM Annual
Meeting in 2008 on Is Biology Destiny?: The Social Determinants of Health. She recently chaired the NAS Committee
on Birth Settings (Birth Settings in America: Outcomes, Quality, Access, and Choice NAP 2020). She co-edited The
Handbook of Social Studies in Health and Medicine (2021, SAGE, London) and published "Science, Health and
Cultural Literacy in a Rapidly Changing Communications Landscape," (Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences Apr 2019). Honors include the Yarmolinsky Medal, (NAM), the Margaret Mead Award (SFAA/AAA), and Hero
of Public Health gold medal (Mexico). She lived in Guatemala until age 16 and speaks Spanish, French and
Portuguese.

LeKara Simmons
Member

LeKara Simmons, MPH, CHES, is the AMAZE Program Manager and Strategic Brand Ambassador at Advocates for
Youth. In her role, she oversees the AMAZE team and projects to broaden AMAZE’s reach and expand its impact on
young people across the world. Prior to Advocates, LeKara worked at a statewide organization where she managed
their school-based initiative program providing training and technical assistance to K-12 teachers, staff, and higher
institution partners to provide their students with quality sex education and resources. She received both her
undergraduate and graduate degrees in Public Health from Armstrong Atlantic State University and was recently
certified as an international Sex Coach with Sex Coach U.



Melissa A. Simon
Member

Melissa Simon, MD, MPH, is the George H. Gardner Professor of Clinical Gynecology, Vice Chair of Research in the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine. She is also the
Founder and Director of the Center for Health Equity Transformation and the Chicago Cancer Health Equity
Collaborative. She serves as the Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center’s Associate Director for Community
Outreach and Engagement. She is an expert in implementation science, women’s health across the lifespan,
minority health, community engagement and health equity. She has been recognized with numerous awards for her
substantial contribution to excellence in health equity scholarship, women’s health, and mentorship, including her
recent election to the National Academy of Medicine and the Association of American Physicians. She has received
the Presidential Award in Excellence in Science Mathematics and Engineering Mentorship and is a Presidential
Leadership Scholar. She is a former member of the US Preventive Services Task Force and currently serves on the
CDC Community Preventive Services Task Force and the NIH Office of Research in Women’s Health Advisory
Committee.

Lisa Simpson
Member

Lisa Simpson, MB, BCh, MPH, FAAP, is currently an Impact Fellow at the University of California, Berkeley School of
Public Health, as well as an adjunct professor at the University of South Florida School of Public Health and the
Milken Institute School of Public Health at George Washington University. A nationally recognized health policy
researcher and pediatrician, she is a passionate advocate for the translation of research into policy and practice.
Her research, and over 120 articles and commentaries in peer reviewed journals, focuses on the role of evidence
and data to improve health and health care, particularly for children and marginalized populations. Most recently,
Dr. Simpson was the President and CEO of AcademyHealth from 2011 to 2024. Previously, she spent eight years as
a professor of pediatrics, first as an Endowed Chair in Child Health Policy at the University of South Florida and then
as the Director of the Child Policy Research Center at Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center and the
University of Cincinnati. She served as the Deputy Director of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality from
1996 to 2002. Dr. Simpson serves on the Editorial Board of Healthcare: the Journal of Delivery Science and
Innovation and on several national and international advisory boards. In October 2013, Dr. Simpson was elected to
the National Academy of Medicine (formerly the Institute of Medicine) and was awarded an honorary Doctor of
Science degree by the Georgetown University School of Nursing and Health Studies. Dr. Simpson earned her
undergraduate and medical degrees at Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland, a master’s of public health at the
University of Hawaii and completed a post-doctoral fellowship in health services research and health policy at the
University of California, San Francisco.



Tracy A. Weitz
Member

Tracy A. Weitz, PhD, MPA, is a senior fellow with the Women’s Initiative at American Progress. Weitz is a national
expert on abortion care, policy, culture, and politics in the United States. She is currently a professor of sociology
and director for the Center on Health, Risk, and Society at American University in Washington, D.C. From 2014 to
2021, she served as the U.S. programs director for the Susan Thompson Buffett Foundation in Omaha, Nebraska.
Prior to joining the foundation, from 2003 to 2013 as faculty in the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and
Reproductive Sciences at the University of California San Francisco (UCSF), Weitz co-founded and directed the
Advancing New Standards in Reproductive Health research program. While at UCSF, she also served as the founding
executive director for the UCSF National Center of Excellence in Women’s Health in 1996, designated through a
competitive award from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Weitz has a bachelor’s degree in
political science from the University of California, Berkeley, a master’s degree in public administration with an
emphasis in health care from Missouri State University, and a doctoral degree in sociology from UCSF. Among her
honors is the 2012 UCSF Academic Senate Distinction in Mentoring Award; the 2013 Steinem-Waters Legacy Award
from Choice USA, now Unite for Reproductive and Gender Equity; the 2014 Irvin M. Cushner Award from the
Association of Reproductive Health Professionals; the 2021 Charles S. Schultz Lifetime Achievement Award and the
2008 Felicia Stewart Advocacy Award from the Sexual and Reproductive Health Section of the American Public
Health Association; and the 2015 Roger Baldwin Civil Libertarian of the Year Award from the American Civil Liberties
Union – Nebraska for challenging the Nebraska ban on same-sex marriage. Weitz is a deputy editor for Perspectives
on Sexual and Reproductive Health and on the editorial board of Contraception.

Katherine L. Wisner
Member

Katherine L. Wisner, MD obtained her M.S. in Nutrition and an M.D. from Case Western Reserve University, followed
by a categorical pediatric internship and general and child psychiatry residency at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh
and Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic. She completed a post-doctoral fellowship in Epidemiology at the
University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health, fellowships in Professional Ethics at Case Western
Reserve University and in biomedical ethics at Northwestern University, and the Physician Leadership and
Management Program at the Katz Graduate School of Business at the University of Pittsburgh. Dr. Wisner is board-
certified in general and child and adolescent psychiatry.


