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Tener G. Veenema
Chair

Tener G. Veenema is a Senior Scholar and Senior Scientist at the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security, Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Dr. Veenema is an international expert in disaster nursing and her
program of research focuses upon informing evidence-based policy related to optimizing health systems and
healthcare worker response for large-scale public health emergency events such as pandemics and
radiation/nuclear disasters. She has conducted national workforce analyses evaluating emergency healthcare
worker readiness and health systems coordination for disaster response in Ireland, Japan and the United States. An
accomplished researcher, Dr. Veenema is a member of the National Academy of Medicine, and is an elected Fellow
in the American Academy of Nursing, the National Academies of Practice, and the Royal College of Surgeons,
Faculty of Nursing & Midwifery, Ireland. She is editor of Disaster Nursing and Emergency Preparedness for Chemical,
Biological and Radiological Terrorism and Other Hazards, 4th Ed., and Associate Editor of the peer-reviewed journal
Health Security. Dr. Veenema received the Florence Nightingale Medal of Honor (International Red Crescent) the
highest international award in Nursing for her professional service in disasters and public health emergencies. She
received a Fulbright U.S. Scholar Award (2017), and a lifetime achievement award from Columbia University School
of Nursing (2019). Dr. Veenema served as the National Academy of Medicine (NAM) 2017-18 Distinguished Nurse
Scholar-in-Residence, and now serves on NAM Forum for Medical and Public Health Preparedness and NAM Fellows
Advisory Committee.



David M. Abramson
Member

David M. Abramson, Ph.D., M.P.H., is the founding director of NYU’s Program on Population Impact, Recovery and
Resiliency (PiR2), a faculty member of NYU’s College of Global Public Health, and an associate faculty member of
the NYU Medical School’s Department of Population Health. Prior to joining the NYU faculty in 2014, Abramson was
the Deputy Director at Columbia University’s National Center for Disaster Preparedness at the Earth Institute. Dr.
Abramson has led a number of major research studies examining the long-term impacts of disasters on
communities and on vulnerable populations, including children. These studies include the longitudinal Gulf Coast
Child and Family Health (G-CAFH) Study, post-Hurricane Katrina, which has recently received funding from NIH to
look at recovery 10 years after the storm, and the Sandy Child and Family Health (S-CAFH) Study currently being
conducted in partnership with Rutgers University with funding from the New Jersey Department of Health. Dr.
Abramson is also the co-investigator of the NIH-funded Women’s and Their Children’s Health (WaTCH) Study,
exploring the impact of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill on children’s long-term health, in collaboration with
Louisiana State University. Among his research-to-action initiatives, Dr. Abramson is the co-founder and co-director
of the SHOREline youth empowerment project with Colorado State University’s Dr. Lori Peek, a curricular project-
based learning program presently operating in a number of Gulf Coast and New York City high schools. In addition
to the disaster recovery work related to Katrina, Sandy, and the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, Abramson has studied
short-term post-tornado community recovery in Joplin, Missouri, disaster recovery planning in four mid-sized US
cities, risk communication strategies, and organizational and attitudinal aspects of disaster preparedness. Dr.
Abramson received his Ph.D. in Sociomedical Sciences from Columbia University, with a specialization in political
science, and an M.P.H. from Columbia University as well. Over the past twenty-five years, he has conducted
research on HIV/AIDS, public health systems research, and civic engagement policy and practice. Prior to entering
the field of public health, Dr. Abramson spent a decade as a national magazine journalist, having worked at or
written for such publications as Rolling Stone, Esquire, and Outside magazines, among others.



Michele Askenazi
Member

Michele Askenazi is the Director of Emergency Preparedness, Response, and Communicable Disease Surveillance
for the Tri-County Health Department (TCHD) in Denver Metro region of the State of Colorado. Ms. Askenazi has
served in a lead role for many responses related efforts including outbreaks, mass casualty incidents, and natural
disasters such as floods and fires and established a Public Health Incident Management Team for TCHD to enhance
their depth and skills to provide management to all-hazards incidents, whether TCHD serves in a lead or support
role. Most recently, she served as the Incident Commander at TCHD for the COVID-19 response. Ms. Askenazi
oversees the Emergency Preparedness and Response, Communicable Disease, Syndromic Surveillance, COVID-19
and Workplace Safety and Security Programs at TCHD. She serves as a liaison member on the CDC Center for
Preparedness and Response Board of Scientific Counselors as well as a member of the NACCHO Preparedness Policy
Advisory Group (PPAG). Michele also serves as an Instructor in the Department of Environmental and Occupational
Health at the Colorado School of Public Health. Before coming to TCHD, Ms. Askenazi served as an Epidemiologist
for the Michigan Department of Community Health and as an Epidemiologist for the Orange County Health Care
Agency in Orange County, California.

Emily Brunson
Member

Emily K. Brunson is an Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropology at Texas State University. Dr.
Brunson’s research focuses on how political, economic and social structures (including class and racial/ethnic
inequalities); social networks; and personal experiences intersect to create health outcomes for individuals and
communities. In collaboration with diverse stakeholders, she has translated her scholarly research into actionable
recommendations for both practitioners and policymakers. She is currently co-leading CommuniVax— a national
alliance of social scientists, public health experts, and community advocates who seek lasting solutions to health
inequity generally and, more particularly, to inequities facing historically underserved Black and Latinx populations
in relation to COVID-19 vaccination. Dr. Brunson received a PhD in anthropology and an MPH in epidemiology from
the University of Washington in Seattle.



Andrew C. Cannons
Member

Andrew C. Cannons is the Laboratory Director and Responsible Official for the Florida Department of Health Bureau
of Public Health Laboratories - Tampa. Licensed as a Clinical Laboratory Director in the State of Florida he oversees
all public health testing at the laboratory and is the Administrator for Public Health Laboratory Preparedness
Program in Florida. Prior to his appointment as Laboratory Director, Dr. Cannons was the Scientific Director for the
University of South Florida Center for Biological Defense from 2002-2012. He serves on a number of national
committees including APHL’s Public Health Preparedness and Response (PHPR), currently chair and the APHL
National Laboratory Coordination Strategic Implementation Group. Dr Cannons has been involved in national
security special events requiring additional public health preparedness and response, including Superbowl, 2021
and the Republican National Convention in August 2012. Dr. Cannons has established strong working relationships
with the Regional Domestic Security Task Force, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, FBI, Department of
Defense and the CDC. Dr. Cannons previously served on the National Academies committee “Strengthening the
Disaster Resilience of Academic Biomedical Research Communities, 2016-2017”

Ben Chan
Member

Benjamin P. Chan has served as the New Hampshire State Epidemiologist since 2014 where he provides
epidemiology and medical support to the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services. He has
helped lead the state’s response to various public health preparedness and response activities, including the
COVID-19 pandemic. He also currently serves as the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) Liaison
Representative on CDC’s Center for Preparedness and Response Board of Scientific Counselors (BSC). In addition to
his work as State Epidemiologist, he holds an academic appointment as Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine at
Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth, and a clinical appointment as an infectious disease physician at
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in New Hampshire. He received his medical degree from the University of
Vermont College of Medicine, and a Masters of Public Health from The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy &
Clinical Practice. He is Board Certified in the fields of Internal Medicine, Infectious Disease, and Public Health &
General Preventive Medicine.



Abigail Echo-Hawk
Member

Abigail Echo-Hawk is an enrolled citizen of the Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma. She is currently the Chief Research
Office at Seattle Indian Health Board and the Director of Urban Indian Health Institute, a national tribal
epidemiology center serving urban-dwelling American Indians and Alaska Natives. Currently, Abigail is part of
multiple committees, Boards, and workgroups that are focused on ending health disparities through health equity
approaches including the Best Starts for Kids Board, the March of Dimes Health Equity Workgroup, the Tribal
Collaboration Working Group with the NIH All of Us Research Program, the Advisory Committee for Health Equity
Research at the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the NIDA American Indian and Alaska Native Collaborative
Research Engagement Workgroup, and Data for Indigenous Justice Board. In the past, Abigail spent eight years as
the Tribal Liaison with Partnerships for Native Health at the School of Public Health at The University of Washington.
In 2016, she became the Co-director of Partnerships of Native Health at the Washington State University Institute
for Research and Education to Advance Community Health. Abigail was also the Tribal Relationship Facilitator at the
Institute of Translational Health Sciences at the University of Washington from 2010 to 2015. In 2015, she became a
Board Member for the Center for Indigenous Law and Justice. Abigail has a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Interdisciplinary Studies and a Master of Arts degree in Policy Studies, both from the University of Washington who
honored her with the Distinguished Alumna of the Year Award in 2011. She is an expert in American Indian and
Alaska Native health, including strengths and resiliencies as well as disparities and was recently awarded the
Washington State Public Health Association Secretary of Health Award and 2020 Indian Woman of the Year by a
national organization of Indigenous women. Abigail began working in health equity in 2000 as a community
advocate to address the high rates of infant mortality among American Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/AN). After
recognizing the lack of evidence-based practices that were informed and shaped by AI/AN communities, she began
working in research on health disparities and achieving health equity in 2010. Since then, Abigail has been the tribal
liaison for 26 multi-year, NIH-funded studies of Native health. Her role in each study was to ensure that
relationships between academia and Native communities are bi-directional and grounded in health equity
principles. In her current role as the Director of Urban Indian Health Institute (UIHI), Abigail directs the only national
tribal epidemiology center, and they are conducting COVID-19 epidemiologic surveillance with urban Indian health
programs. In addition, UIHI is focused on health equity approaches ensuring AI/AN access to prevention and
treatment of COVID-19 through Indigenous public health and epidemiology practices. An essential component of
Abigail’s work in facilitating protocols and ground rules for research partnerships has included negotiating equity
through tribal data-sharing, control, and ownership. Many communities have experienced untrustworthy practices
where agencies and individuals have exploited and used data with little to no meaningful impact, while people of
color continue to bear the burden of health disparities. Data is increasingly valued as a resource that represents
opportunities for improving community well-being and health outcomes if it is used in an equitable manner. Abigail
works nationally with collaborative partnerships to ensure equitable health outcomes for people of color and other
marginalized communities. Much of her work involves community-based participatory research, with a strong
emphasis on cultural humility, respect for tribal sovereignty, and achieving health equity to undo health disparities.
In addition to the relevant health equity-focused publications listed below, Abigail is a co-author of several
manuscripts in development.



David P. Eisenman
Member

David P. Eisenman is Professor in Residence at the David Geffen School of Medicine and the Fielding School of
Public Health at UCLA, where he is the Director of the Center for Public Health and Disasters. He is also the Deputy
Director for Community Partnerships at the UCLA Center for Healthy Climate Solutions. Dr. Eisenman’s research
focuses on public health and disasters and has been funded by the National Institutes of Health, National Science
Foundation, National Institute of Justice, U.S. Forest Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
Department of Homeland Security, the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, and the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. He was the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health Preparedness Science Officer from
2012-2016 where he co-led the Los Angeles County Community Disaster Resilience Project. Dr. Eisenman is a
Member on the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine, Forum on Medical and Public Health
Preparedness for Disasters and Emergencies. He was a committee member on a NASEM systematic review of the
public health disaster research literature, “Evidence-Based Practice for Public Health Emergency Preparedness and
Response.”

Francisco Garcia
Member

Francisco García is the Deputy County Administrator for Health & Community Services and Chief Medical Officer for
Pima County. In this capacity, he oversees the departments of Public Health, Behavioral Health, Community &
Workforce Development, Pima County Libraries, Pima Animal Care Center and the Office of the Medical Examiner.
Pima County is a large government jurisdiction approximately the size of the state of New Hampshire that shares
the longest border with Mexico of any US county. Prior to entering government in 2013, Dr. García achieved the
rank of tenured Distinguished Outreach Professor of Obstetrics & Gynecology and Public Health. During his tenure,
he served in a variety of leadership roles including as the Director of the University of Arizona Center of Excellence
in Women’s Health, Chair of the Section of Family and Child Health of the Mel & Enid Zuckerman College of Public
Health, and Director of the Cancer Disparities Institute of the Arizona Cancer Center. Currently he is a Professor
Emeritus of Public Health at the University of Arizona. Dr. García has served on the National Academies of Science,
Engineering and Medicine Committee on Evidence-Based Practices for Public Health Emergency Preparedness and
Response, as well as having served on the Roundtable on Health Equity and the Women’s Preventive Services
Taskforce. He is the immediate past Chair of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Breast and Cervical
Cancer Early Detection and Control Advisory Committee (FACA) of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
He is also a former member of the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force.



Jack Herrmann
Member

Jack Herrmann serves as the Senior Director, Client Care Program for the American Red Cross National
Headquarters. His responsibilities include developing and supporting disaster client care programs and processes as
part of the American Red Cross disaster mission. In addition, he is responsible for program evaluation, standards
setting, technology development, and training and guidance content development as well as ensuring integration
and execution of Red Cross client service delivery during disasters and other emergencies. Prior to his work with the
American Red Cross, he served in other senior leadership positions with the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS/ASPR), the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, the National Association of
County and City Health Officials (NACCHO), and the University of Rochester Medical Center. Jack has extensive
background in public health and healthcare preparedness, response, and recovery policy and operations and has
served in leadership positions on national disaster relief operations such as September 11, 2001, Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita, and the Pulse Nightclub Attack. He holds an M.S.Ed. in Counseling from the University of Rochester.

James G. Hodge
Member

James G. Hodge, Jr. is the Peter Kiewit Foundation Professor of Law and Director of the nationally-ranked Center for
Public Health Law and Policy at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University. Through
scholarship, teaching, and projects, Professor Hodge delves into multiple areas of health law, public health law,
global health law, ethics, and human rights. Since September 2010, he also serves as Director, Western Region
Office, Network for Public Health Law (funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation). Professor Hodge has
published more than 275 articles in journals of law, medicine, public health and bioethics; 2 books in public health
law; 25 book chapters; dozens of reports; and guest edited 4 symposium issues. He is ranked among the top 1% of
all downloaded authors internationally in the Social Science Research Network (SSRN). Professor Hodge received
the 2006 Henrik L. Blum Award for Excellence in Health Policy from the American Public Health Association; the
2009 Outstanding Faculty Award from the Department of Health Policy and Management, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health; and the 2014 Distinguished Alumni Award from the College of Charleston Honors Program.
He has served on several expert committees of the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine and
CDC’s Advisory Committee on Health Policy.



Joneigh S. Khaldun
Member

Joneigh Khaldun is the Vice President and Chief Health Equity Officer at CVS Health. Previously, she served as Chief
Medical Executive and Chief Deputy Director for Health in the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS). In those roles, she provided overall medical guidance for the State of Michigan, and oversaw public health
and aging programs, Medicaid, and behavioral health for MDHHS. Dr. Khaldun was the top public health advisor
leading Michigan’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Prior to her role at MDHHS, she was the Director and
Health Officer for the Detroit Health Department, where she oversaw a robust community health assessment,
established a comprehensive reproductive health network, spear-headed new human service efforts, and led
Detroit’s response to the largest Hepatitis A outbreak in modern history. Previously, Dr. Khaldun was the Baltimore
City Health Department’s Chief Medical Officer. She has held several local and national leadership positions,
including Director of the Center for Injury Prevention and Control at George Washington University, Founder and
Director of the Fellowship in Health Policy in the University of Maryland Department of Emergency Medicine, and
Fellow in the Obama administration’s Office of Health Reform. She’s served on several national and local boards
and committees, including the Commission on Health in Montgomery County, Maryland; Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Metropolitan Detroit; the CDC Health Disparities Advisory Committee; and the National Advisory Board for the
Institute for Healthcare Policy and Innovation at the University of Michigan. In 2018, Dr. Khaldun was selected for
the 40 Under 40 Leaders in Minority Health Award by the National Minority Quality Forum. She also received the
deBeaumont Foundation 40 Under 40 Leaders in Public Health award in 2019 and in 2020 was named one of Crains
Detroit’s Notable Women in Health. Dr. Khaldun obtained her undergraduate degree from the University of
Michigan, medical degree from the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, MPH in Health
Policy from George Washington University, and completed residency in emergency medicine at SUNY Downstate
Medical Center/Kings County Hospital in Brooklyn, NY, where she served as chief resident in her final year. She is a
board-certified emergency medicine physician and practices part-time at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit.

Ali S. Khan
Member

Ali S. Khan is Dean of the College of Public Health at UNMC & a former Assistant Surgeon General with the US Public
Health Service. As Dean his focus is on health system & community-based health transformations. Dr. Khan’s career
has focused on health security, global health, & emerging infectious diseases. He completed a 23-year career as a
senior director at the CDC where he was one of the main architects of their national health security. He continues to
actively support global outbreak responses as a member of WHO & GOARN. Dr. Khan is the author of The Next
Pandemic: On the Front Lines Against Humankind’s Gravest Dangers. Dr. Khan got his M.D. degree from SUNY-
Downstate, M.P.H. from Emory University, and M.B.A. from the University of Nebraska.



Howard K. Koh
Member

Howard K. Koh is the Harvey V. Fineberg Professor of the Practice of Public Health Leadership at the Harvard T.H.
Chan School of Public Health and the Harvard Kennedy School. He previously served as the 14th Assistant Secretary
for Health for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (2009-2014) after being nominated by President
Barack Obama, and as Commissioner of Public Health for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (1997-2003) after
being appointed by Governor William Weld. A graduate of Yale College and the Yale University School of Medicine,
he trained at Boston City Hospital and Massachusetts General Hospital, earned board certifications in four medical
fields, has been Principal Investigator of research grants totaling $27M, published more than 300 articles in the
medical and public health literature and has received over 70 awards, including six honorary doctorate degrees.

Michael J. Kosnett
Member

Michael J. Kosnett is a physician specializing in Medical Toxicology and Occupational and Environmental Health. He
is an Associate Adjunct Professor in the Department of Environmental and Occupational Health at the Colorado
School of Public Health, and an Associate Clinical Professor in the Division of Clinical Pharmacology & Toxicology,
Department of Medicine, University of Colorado School of Medicine. He is an Attending Physician at Rocky Mountain
Poison and Drug Safety. As Past President of the American College of Medical Toxicology (ACMT) and as Principal
Investigator of a cooperative agreement between the ACMT and the US Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry, Dr. Kosnett participated in the development and implementation of an awareness training course for
public safety personnel entitled, “Chemical Agents of Opportunity for Terrorism: The Medical and Psychological
Consequences of Terrorist Use of TICs (Toxic Industrial Chemicals) and TIMs (Toxic Industrial Materials).” Dr.
Kosnett’s recent research has included the clinical toxicology of heavy metals, the pharmacology of cannabinoids,
and the optimization of school bus and classroom ventilation to mitigate SARS-CoV-2 transmission. He has served
as a member of the NASEM Committee on Toxicology, the Board of Scientific Counselors of the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), and the Council of Scientific Advisors of the American College of
Occupational and Environmental Medicine.



Nicolette A. Louissaint
Member

Nicolette Louissaint serves as the Senior Vice President for Policy and Strategic Planning for the Healthcare
Distribution Alliance (HDA). In this role, she leads HDA’s efforts to build policies and strategic approaches to bolster
supply chain resilience and reinforce the role of healthcare distributors in the healthcare ecosystem. She previously
served as the Executive Director and President of Healthcare Ready, a 501(c)(3) organization that focuses on
strengthening the United States’ healthcare supply chain preparedness and response before, during and after
natural disasters and disease pandemics. Prior to this, Dr. Louissaint served as the Senior Advisor to the U.S.
Department of State’s Special Coordinator for Ebola during the height of the 2014 epidemic and as a Foreign Affairs
Officer in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs. Dr. Louissaint chairs the Equity
Working Group on the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s National Advisory Council. In 2020, she was
named one of The Root 100 Most Influential African Americans. She earned her bachelor’s degrees in Chemical
Engineering and Biological Sciences from Carnegie Mellon University, a PhD in Pharmacology and Molecular
Sciences from Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, and an MBA from the University of Baltimore



Aletha Maybank
Member

Aletha Maybank currently serves as the Chief Health Equity Officer and Senior Vice President for the American
Medical Association (AMA) where she focuses on embedding health equity across all the work of the AMA and
leading its Center for Health Equity. She joined the AMA in April 2019 as the association's inaugural chief health
equity officer to launch AMA’s Center for Health Equity. Prior to this, Dr. Maybank served as the founding deputy
commissioner for the Center for Health Equity at the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. Aimed at
strengthening equity efforts and transforming organizational culture, the Center became a model of success
recognized by NYC leadership, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the World Health Organization.
She was instrumental in infusing equity at the neighborhood level and advancing the department’s place-based
approach to addressing health inequities. She also set precedence with groundbreaking work at the Office of
Minority Health in the Suffolk County Department of Health Services while serving as the founding director. Dr.
Maybank has taught medical and public health students on topics related to health inequities, public health
leadership and management, physician advocacy, and community organizing in health. In 2012, along with a group
of Black women physician leaders, Dr. Maybank co-founded "We Are Doc McStuffins", a movement inspired by the
Disney Junior character Doc McStuffins serving to shine a light on the critical importance of diversity in medicine.
She is a highly sought-after health expert appearing on national and influential media outlets such as NPR, MSNBC,
NewsOne, Roland Martin, the Lancet and the Journal of the American Medical Association. Due to her leadership in
the COVID-19 response efforts, she was interviewed by Oprah Winfrey and authored the New York Times Op- ed,
“The Pandemic’s Missing Data” to bring more awareness to the structural inequities in the United States. She
moderates the AMA bi-weekly web series, "Prioritizing Equity” that elevates the voices and stories of physicians
centering equity in COVID-19 response efforts. Dr. Maybank holds a BA from Johns Hopkins University, an MD from
Temple University School of Medicine, and an MPH from Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health. She is
a pediatrician and preventive medicine/public health physician.



Jewel Mullen
Member

Jewel Mullen is Associate Dean for Health Equity at Dell Medical School, and an associate professor in the school’s
population health and internal medicine departments. She also serves as Director of Health Equity at Ascension
Seton. An internist, epidemiologist and public health leader, Mullen has served as the principal deputy assistant
secretary for health in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the commissioner of the Connecticut
Department of Public Health. In those roles, she collaborated in the public health response to emergencies including
Hurricane Sandy, the Sandy Hook School shootings, and the Ebola and Zika epidemics. A former president of the
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, Mullen serves on NASEM’s Board on Population Health and
Public Health Practice and the Study Committee on A Fairer and More Equitable, Cost Effective, and Transparent
System of Donor Organ Procurement, Allocation, and Distribution. She earned Bachelor’s and Master of Public
Health degrees from Yale University where she also completed a post-doctoral fellowship in psychosocial
epidemiology, an MD from the Mount Sinai School of Medicine, and a Master in Public Administration from Harvard
University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.



Jennifer Nuzzo
Member

Jennifer Nuzzo is a Professor in the Department of Epidemiology and Director of the Pandemics Center at Brown
University School of Public Health. She is also a Senior Fellow for Global Health at the Council on Foreign Relations.
An epidemiologist by training, her work focuses on global health security, with a focus on pandemic preparedness,
outbreak detection and response, health systems as they relate to global health security, biosurveillance, and
infectious disease diagnostics. She directed the Outbreak Observatory, which conducts, in partnership with frontline
public health practitioners, operational research to improve outbreak preparedness and response. Dr. Nuzzo was
also the lead epidemiologist for the Johns Hopkins COVID-19 Testing Insights Initiative housed within the Johns
Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center. Together with colleagues from the Nuclear Threat Initiative and the
Economist Intelligence Unit, she colead the development of the first-ever Global Health Security Index, which
benchmarks 195 countries’ public health and healthcare capacities and capabilities, their commitment to
international norms and global health security financing, and socioeconomic, political, and environmental risk
environments. Previously, she conducted research related to the Affordable Care Act, tuberculosis control,
foodborne outbreaks, and water security. Dr. Nuzzo is an Associate Editor of the peer-reviewed journal Health
Security. Dr. Nuzzo also advises national governments and for-profit and nonprofit organizations on pandemic
preparedness and response, including COVID-19. She is a pandemic advisor for Impact Assets’ Stop the Spread
Campaign. She has also served as a member of the US Environmental Protection Agency’s National Drinking Water
Advisory Council (NDWAC) and the NDWAC’s Water Security Working Group, and as a project advisor for the
American Water Works Association Research Foundation (now called the Water Research Foundation), a primary
funding organization for drinking water research in the United States. Dr. Nuzzo regularly engages with media to
educate and inform about emerging health security trends. Her articles have appeared in The New York Times, The
Washington Post, USA Today, Fox News, Politico, The Hill, and The Boston Globe. She was featured in Debunking
Borat, a television series on Amazon Prime Video, and her work was featured on Last Week Tonight with John Oliver.
She served as Covid Advisor for the Borat Subsequent Moviefilm. Dr. Nuzzo worked as a public health
epidemiologist for the City of New York, where she was involved with disease and syndromic surveillance efforts
related to the city’s Waterborne Disease Risk Assessment Program. Central to her duties was the management of
an over-the-counter medication sales monitoring program, which was part of the city’s syndromic surveillance
efforts. She also previously worked for the City of Cambridge, Massachusetts on a local climate change initiative.
Dr. Nuzzo received a DrPH in epidemiology from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, an SM in
environmental health from Harvard University, and a BS in environmental sciences from Rutgers University.



Enola K. Proctor
Member

Enola K. Proctor is Shanti K. Khinduka Distinguished Professor Emeritus. She is a trained social work and health
services researcher, earning her PhD from Washington University in St. Louis. She has helped pioneer the field of
dissemination and implementation science, publishing key articles that advance the conceptual, linguistic, and
methodological directions for the field. The National Institute of Mental Health has supported her research and
training grants for 28 consecutive years and served on the National Advisory Mental Health Council, National
Institute of Mental Health, 2007-2011. She was founding director of the first Dissemination and Implementation
Research Core in the CTSA program, leading the DIRC at Washington University for 10 years. She directs the
Implementation Research Institute, a training program in implementation science funded by the National Institute
for Mental Health. Proctor was a member of the inaugural class of fellows in the American Academy of Social Work
and Social Welfare. Her awards include Washington University’s Arthur Compton Holly Distinguished Faculty Award,
the Society for Social Work and Research’s Distinguished Research Award, the National Association of Social
Workers’ President's Award for Excellence in Social Work Research, and the American Public Health Association
Stephen M. Banks Award for Outstanding Mentoring in Mental Health Services. She has advised the National
Institutes of Health and the World Health Organization on several implementation science, including a current
project on COVID vaccine implementation in low- and middle-income countries. Member, Committee on Developing
Evidence-Based Standards for Psychosocial Interventions for Mental Disorders, IOM (Institute of Medicine) and The
National Academies Press, 2014-15.

Umair A. Shah
Member

Umair A. Shah was appointed Secretary of Health for Washington State in December 2020. He is the first Asian-
American physician and first South Asian to serve in this role in Washington’s history. He previously served as
Executive Director and Local Health Authority for Harris County Public Health (HCPH). Dr. Shah began his
distinguished career as an emergency department physician for over two decades at Houston’s Michael DeBakey
VA Medical Center. He started his formal public health journey in 2003 as Chief Medical Officer at Galveston
County’s Health District. Dr. Shah has held numerous leadership positions with respected entities like the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine; U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Trust for
America’s Health; Network for Public Health Law; Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute; and the National
Association of County and City Health Officials, where he served as president. Dr. Shah earned his BA (philosophy)
from Vanderbilt University; his MD from the University of Toledo Health Science Center; and completed an Internal
Medicine Residency, Primary Care/General Medicine Fellowship, and MPH (management), at the University of Texas
Health Science Center. He also completed an international health policy internship at World Health Organization
headquarters in Switzerland.



Mitchell Stripling
Member

Mitch Stripling is the founding director of the New York City Pandemic Response Institute, a new initiative launched
by Columbia University in partnership with New York City, CUNY, and a consortium of non-profit, community, and
industry collaborators to help reinforce and diversify New York City’s public health infrastructure. Stripling comes
from a long history of leadership roles in emergency management and disaster response, most recently at the
Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA), and previously at the NYC Department of Health & Mental
Hygiene (NYC DOHMH) and the Florida Department of Health.


