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Prior to arriving at UIUC, he was a research scientist at Lehigh University working on assessment and repair of
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community resilience and recovery of infrastructure and socio-economic institutions following extreme events with
a focus on climate-driven hazards, quantifying building damage to extreme single and multiple hazards, and
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publications and has given more than 100 presentations including 70 invited talks at national and international
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Business Insider, and CNN.
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infrastructure systems, stormwater and flood management, water quality, and natural infrastructure. He received a
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Community of Practice to support equitable, integrated and nature-based floodplain management; and builds
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works at the confluence of the river conservation and flood management fields to break down silos and foster
integrated planning and management strategies that maximize the benefits that rivers and floodplains provide to
communities. She has more than fifteen years of experience advocating for improvements to federal water
resources policies to foster support for river restoration and the use of nature-based solutions. She serves as Co-
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David Waggonner is the founding principal of Waggonner & Ball, an award-winning, internationally active
architecture and environment practice located in New Orleans. The firm grounds its architectural work in historic
preservation with a concentration on modern institutional projects and educational facilities. After Hurricane
Katrina, David saw an opportunity for New Orleans to reinvent itself as a sustainable city that embraces its life-
blood: water. He developed a process that examines history, soils, infrastructure networks and urban space, along
with water, as the foundation for design, communicating the realities of the landscape to leaders and the public to
inspire change. He initiated Dutch Dialogues, an exchange between Dutch professionals and American counterparts
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Orleans Urban Water Plan, which addresses sustainable storm water management at all scales and envisions a
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opportunities. The firm’s environment work is focused on the infrastructure and spatial identity of water. This
important evolving methodology has been explored productively nationally and internationally. David is a graduate
of Yale School of Architecture, a Fellow in the American Institute of Architects, and a recipient of the AIA Louisiana
Medal of Honor.
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