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CHAD BERGINNIS, is the Executive Director for the Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM), a national
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policies, and activities that mitigate current and future losses, costs, and human suffering caused by flooding; and
to protect the natural and beneficial functions of floodplains - all without causing adverse impacts. Mr. Berginnis
has over 20 years of experience in various aspects of natural hazard management, flood loss reduction, and land
use planning / programs at the state, local and private sector level. As a state official, Mr. Berginnis worked in the
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creating/administering the Appalachian Flood Risk Reduction Initiative, administered the FEMA Community
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assistant to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. Bostick has been one of the leading advocates in the federal
government on resilience and developing a systems approach to watersheds. He has appeared on CNN, FOX News,
CBS Evening News, the Daily Show and more. He has spoken extensively on resilience including remarks at the
United Nations, Risk Analysis World Congress in Singapore, and the National Academy of Sciences. He led the U.S.
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professor at the International Hurricane Research Center (IHRC) at Florida International University (FIU), where he
was awarded two National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Florida Hurricane Alliance research grants.
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Federal Insurance Administrator at the Federal Emergency Management Agency in 1998. She was responsible for
managing the more than $523 billion of flood insurance in force in the National Flood Insurance Program. In 2001, Jo
Ann Howard established H20 Partners, Inc. in Austin. H20 Partners is a firm consulting in flood insurance, hazard
mitigation planning, disaster protection and recovery, public assistance, HUD programs, homeland infrastructure
security, and floodplain management issues. Prior to her tenure at FEMA, she served as head of the Texas
Department of Insurance as chief insurance regulator for the State of Texas and as a member of the National
Association of Insurance Commissioners. She received a law degree from the University of Texas School of Law in
Austin, a master’s in public administration from East Texas State University, and a BS in education from Abilene
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CONOR JENSEN is the Vice President of Strategic Execution for AmTrust’s Specialty Risk division. He has a specific
focus on strategic analytics within AmTrust Specialty Risk companies; serving entire Specialty Risk family and
working closely with greater AmTrust data science and data warehouse group. He has spent over a decade working
in the analytics space, both in model development and as a model user. Previously he was with Zurich insurance,
serving as the Analytics Program Director for Zurich North America’s Predictive Analytics unit, as part of an internal
strategy consulting practice at Zurich, and worked in actuarial across multiple lines with Zurich’s units in North
America. Before moving to insurance, Mr. Jensen was a Weather Forecaster in the US Air Force supporting
operations in Southwest Asia. Mr. Jensen earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics from the University

of lllinois at Chicago.

Eric Tate

Member

ERIC TATE is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Geographical and Sustainability Sciences at the University
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Claire Welty
Member

CLAIRE WELTY is the Director for the Center for Urban Environmental Research and Education at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County. Her research includes Urban hydrology; Contributing to fundamental understanding of
transport processes in aquifers; Mathematical modeling of groundwater flow and transport in porous and fractured
media; Application of stochastic methods to interpreting groundwater problems; Design and analysis of field-scale
hydraulic and tracer tests. Dr. Welty holds a B.A. in environmental sciences from University of Virginia, a M.S. in
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JAMES L. WESCOAT, is the Aga Khan Professor in the Department of Architecture at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. He was previously the head of landscape architecture at the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign,
and a professor in the Department of Geography, University of Colorado. His research has concentrated on water
systems in South Asia and the United States from the site to river basin scales. Dr. Wescoat has conducted water
policy research in the Colorado, Indus, Ganges, and Great Lakes basins, including the history of multilateral water
agreements. He has contributed to multidisciplinary studies of climate risks in the Indus River basin of Pakistan
sponsored by USEPA and the World Bank; and to several major reviews of Indus basin policy and planning. He is
currently conducting comparative international research on water hazards and conservation innovations in the
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